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“1. Issue in this matter is with regard to encroachment of flood plain area which
would first require determination/demarcation of ‘flood plain zone" of concerned
River.

2. It appears that District Magistrate has proceeded to put pillars at a distance of
50 mtrs without demarcation of flood plain zone which is not in accordance with
law. River Tedhi meets River Saryu which ultimately meets River Ganga and



therefore, River Ganga (Rejuvenation, Protection and Management) Authorities
Order, 2016 is applicable and flood plain zone has to be demarcated in manner
stated in said order. Since river in question ultimately a tributary of River Ganga,
River Ganga (Rejuvenation, Protection and Management) Authorities Order, 2016
is applicable to River Ganga and all its tributaries.

3. Above aspect was considered by Tribunal on 19.09.2024 when Sh. B.P.S Jadon,
Advocate appearing for respondents 1, 2, 4 and 5 sought time to place on record
affidavit of District Magistrate with regard to demarcation and identification of
floodplain area of river in question.

4. Pursuant to order dated 19.09.2024, District Magistrate, Gonda has filed affidavit
dated 16.10.2024. It is stated that Tedhi River originates from Chitaurah Lake
located at latitude 27.538831 and longitude 81.641290 in district Baraich. It
traverses through districts of Baraich and Gonda, flowing in a south-eastern
direction and ultimately merges with Ghagra River near Village Lolpur situated in
development block Vikramjot of district Basti. Estimated total length of Tedhi river
is about 230 Kms.

5. Learned counsel Sh. B.P.S Jadon appearing for State also could not dispute
during course of arguments that, River Ghagra ultimately merges with River Ganga
and therefore river Tedhi for all purposes is a tributary of River Ganga attracting
provisions of River Ganga (Rejuvenation, Protection and Management) Authority's
Order 2016.

6. Affidavit of District Magistrate further states that an estimated High Flood Level
Flood Zone Map covering an area of 5 km on both sides of river was prepared by
conducting 3D contouring using modern techniques including, Shuttle Radar
Topography Mission; Arc-GIS and Google Earth.

7. Executive Engineer, Saryu Drainage Division 1 Gonda sent a letter dated
26.09.2024 to Director, U.P Geo Spatial, Directorate, Gomtinagar with a request to
make survey of River Tedhi and provide a map with 1 mtr contour interval along
with performa bill for survey work. U.P Geo Spatial, 3 Directorate expressed need
to mark entire river on Google Earth up to 500 meters on both sides in KML/KMZ.
Required information was provided vide email dated 07.10.2024. Further a request
has been made by Executive Engineer, Saryu Division with Chief Engineer,
Information System organization Irrigation and Water Resources Department, U.P
Lucknow to provide necessary data for floodplain mapping including remote
sensing images of catchment area and an inundation map. It is said that this
information has been received and analysis of data is in progress. However, for
identification and demarcation of floodplain zone, it is said that National Institute
of Hydrology, Roorkee, State of Uttarakhand has been hired to provide and entire
process of demarcation will take seven months.



8. In our view, request for 7 months is unreasonable and shows a lethargic attitude
on the part of Authorities. When basic data has already been collected, in our view,
remaining work can be completed within less than half of time requested by
Authorities concerned.

9. In the circumstances, we direct District Magistrate, Gonda to ensure demarcation
and identification of flood plain zone of River Tedhi by 15.01.2025 and submit a
compliance report by 17.01.2025.

10. We are also aware that complaint is about illegal encroachment and
construction in prohibited area i.e. on side of river bank of River Tedhi. Taking
advantage of situation, construction activities, if allowed to continue may create
further complications in the matter, even after demarcation and identification of
flood plain zone.

11. To obviate any such contingency, we direct that until further orders, no
construction activities shall be allowed within 200 meters of High Flood Level from
middle of river and this order shall be ensured and complied with by District
Magistrate, Gonda.
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