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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2025 No. 994

ECCLESIASTICAL LAW, ENGLAND

The Church Representation Rules 
(Amendment) (No. 1) Resolution 2025

Made       -      -      -      - 14th July 2025

Laid before Parliament 5th September 2025

Coming into force       -      - 6th September 2025

The General Synod, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 7 of the Synodical Government 
Measure 1969(1), resolves to amend the Church Representation Rules(2) as follows.
In accordance with that section, the General Synod has passed this Resolution with a majority in 
each House of not less than two-thirds of those present and voting.

Citation, commencement, application and interpretation

1.—(1)  This Resolution may be cited as the Church Representation Rules (Amendment) (No. 1) 
Resolution 2025.

(2)  This Resolution comes into force the day after the day on which it is laid before Parliament.
(3)  This Resolution does not apply to an election held, or to be held, before the next dissolution of 

the Convocations of Canterbury and York for the purposes of the Church of England Convocations 
Act 1966(3).

(4)  A reference in this Resolution to a numbered Part or Rule is to the Part or Rule so numbered 
in the Church Representation Rules.

Timetable for elections to House of Laity of General Synod

2.—(1)  In Rule 52 (timing), in paragraph (1), for the words from “three months” to the end 
substitute “100 days beginning with the day on which the General Synod is dissolved.

(2)  In Rule 52, for paragraph (2) substitute—
“(2)  The elections are to be carried out in each diocese in accordance with the timetable 

provided by rules under Rule 56; and a reference in these Rules to a date given in the 

(1) 1969 No. 2. Section 7 has been amended by section 1(2) of the Church Representation and Ministers Measure 2019 (No. 1).
(2) The Church Representation Rules are contained in Schedule 3 to the Synodical Government Measure 1969.
(3) 1966 c. 2.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1969/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/2019/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1966/2
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timetable for the stage of an election is a reference to the date given for that stage of the 
election in accordance with that timetable.”.

(3)  In Rule 53 (presiding officer), after paragraph (5) substitute—
“(6)  The presiding officer must, in accordance with rules under Rule 56, give each person 

entitled to vote in an election to the House of Laity in a diocese a letter which contains the 
matters specified in those rules.”.

(4)  In Rule 54 (entitlement to vote), in paragraph (5), for “at least 21 days before invitations to 
nominate are issued under Rule 55” substitute “by the date given in the timetable (which must be at 
least 21 days before the invitations to nominate are issued under Rule 55)”.

(5)  In Rule 54, in paragraph (6), for “within seven days of receiving the copy names and 
addresses” substitute “by the date given in the timetable (which must be within seven days of the 
date given in the timetable for the purposes of paragraph (5))”.

(6)  In Rule 54, in paragraph (8), for “no later than seven days before invitations to nominate are 
issued under Rule 55” substitute “no later than the date given in the timetable (which must be at least 
14 days before the date given in the timetable for the issue of invitations to nominate under Rule 55)”.

(7)  In Rule 54, omit paragraphs (9) to (11).
(8)  In Rule 55 (nomination), in paragraph (2)—

(a) after “each diocese” insert “, having taken into account the replies received to the letter 
sent by virtue of Rule 53(6),”, and

(b) after “ensure that” insert “, on the date given in the timetable,”.
(9)  In Rule 55, in paragraph (4), for the words from the beginning to “28 days” substitute “The 

period for making nominations begins with the date given in the timetable and ends with the date 
given in the timetable; and that period must be at least 21 days”.

(10)  In Rule 55, after paragraph (5) insert—
“(6)  The invitation to nominate must state that, if an election is held in which there are 

sufficient candidates to require a poll to be held and invitations to vote to be issued, the 
name of each person who has nominated a candidate will be published alongside the name 
of the candidate.”.

(11)  In Rule 55, after paragraph (6) (inserted by sub-paragraph (10) of this paragraph) insert—
“(7)  Rules under Rule 56 must include provision for the inspection of the register of lay 

electors during the period within which nominations may be made.”.
(12)  In Part 11 (index of defined expressions), at the appropriate place insert—

“date given in the timetable Rule 52(2)”

Approved by the General Synod on 14th July 2025.

A.S. McGregor
Registrar of the General Synod

2



Document Generated: 2025-09-08
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally made). This 
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Resolution)

This Resolution amends the Church Representation Rules as set out in Schedule 3 to the Synodical 
Government Measure 1969.
The amendments relate to the timetable for elections to the House of Laity of the General Synod.
Paragraph 2(1) changes the length of the elections period from three months to 100 days.
Paragraph 2(2) and (12) enable the Church Representation Rules to make provision by reference to 
the election timetable set in the procedural rules under Rule 56.
Paragraph 2(3) inserts a new element into the election process, namely a duty on the presiding officer 
to send all the electors an initial letter about the election process. Paragraph 2(8) is consequential 
on that.
Paragraph 2(4) to (6) and (9) acknowledge that certain time limits will be set by the timetable in the 
procedural rules under Rule 56 rather than in the Church Representation Rules themselves.
Paragraph 2(7) and (11) move the provisions about inspection of the register of electors from the 
Church Representation Rules to the procedural rules under Rule 56.
Paragraph 2(10) requires each invitation to make a nomination to specify that the name of each 
person nominating a candidate will appear alongside the candidate’s name on the invitation to vote.
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