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LOK SABHA SPEAKER CALLS FOR A
COMMON DIGITAL AUDIT
MONITORING PLATFORM FOR STATE
LEGISLATURES ON THE LINES OF
PARLIAMENT

CENTRE AND STATES MUST WORK IN TANDEM TO EVOLVE A ROBUST
SYSTEM OF AUDIT AND EVALUATION FOR MORE EFFECTIVE LEGISLATIVE
OVERSIGHT: LOK SABHA SPEAKER

KERALAM RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE A DEFINING ROADMAP FOR
STRENGTHENING PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEES AND DEEPENING
LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT: LOK SABHA SPEAKER

CAPACITY BUILDING AND TRAINING IN EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES IS
NECESSARY FOR PAC MEMBERS, CAG OFFICIALS, AND LEGISLATIVE
STAFF: LOK SABHA SPEAKER

BEST PRACTICES AND TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS OF STATE PACs
MUST BE SHARED AND REPLICATED ACROSS THE COUNTRY: LOK SABHA
SPEAKER

LOK SABHA SPEAKER ADDRESSES VALEDICTORY SESSION OF THE
CONFERENCE OF CHAIRPERSONS OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEES
OF PARLIAMENT AND STATE/UT LEGISLATURES AT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
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Delivering the valedictory address on the conclusion of the two-day Conference of
Chairpersons of Public Accounts Committees of the Parliament of India and States/UTs
Legislatures at Thiruvananthapuram today, Lok Sabha Speaker Shri Om Birla called for
greater technological integration in the functioning of legislative committees. Proposing a
common digital Audit Monitoring Platform for state legislatures on the lines of the




platform available to the committees of Parliament, he said that such a platform would
facilitate systematic monitoring of audit observations, strengthen follow-up mechanisms,
and ensure the timely examination and disposal of audit reports.

Emphasising that technology must become an instrument of institutional transformation,
he noted that the adoption of digital innovations would significantly enhance the
efficiency, transparency, and effectiveness of legislative oversight. At the same time,
cautioning against overdependence on technology, he observed that technological
advancement must always remain anchored in human values, wisdom, and sensitivity.
Technology should reinforce institutional accountability and improve the quality of
decision-making, but it can never substitute human judgment and discernment. He also
underscored the need to maintain the accuracy, authenticity, and impartiality of data
generated and accessed through digital platforms, observing that the credibility of
technology-driven governance ultimately rests on the reliability of the information on
which decisions are based.

Referring to the suggestions made during the conference by the Chairman of the Public
Accounts Committee of Lok Sabha Shri K. C. Venugopal, Lok Sabha Speaker called for the
committees of Parliament and state legislatures to jointly evolve a comprehensive system
of audit and evaluation to address common challenges relating to continuous scrutiny and
timely disposal of audit reports. He observed that a coordinated institutional mechanism
would foster greater synergy, facilitate the exchange of experiences, and strengthen the
collective capacity of Public Accounts Committees across the country.

Underscoring the indispensable role of PACs in ensuring accountability in public
expenditure, he said that while the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) conducts
independent and impartial audits, the Public Accounts Committees shoulder the crucial
responsibility of examining audit findings, undertaking detailed factual scrutiny, and
ensuring effective follow-up on their recommendations. He stressed that audit
observations must not remain confined to reports and records; they must translate into
appropriate corrective measures and tangible improvements in administrative functioning.
The Executive, he said, must accord due importance to the recommendations of these
committees and ensure their timely implementation.

Noting that the Keralam Resolution adopted at the Conference of Chairpersons of Public
Accounts Committees (PACs) of Parliament and State/UT Legislatures will serve as a
significant guiding framework and a forward-looking roadmap for strengthening the
functioning of these vital parliamentary and legislative institutions in the years ahead, he
observed that the rich deliberations, collective wisdom, and recommendations emerging
from the conference must find meaningful expression in concrete action. He emphasised
that the ultimate objective must be to strengthen financial discipline, enhance institutional
capabilities, and make governance more transparent, responsive, and outcome-oriented at
both the Union and state levels. Expressing confidence that its recommendations would
find meaningful reflection in the functioning of both the legislature and the executive, he
stated that the effective implementation of the resolution would further strengthen
democratic institutions, reinforce public trust, and enhance the quality of parliamentary
and legislative oversight.




Lok Sabha Speaker mentioned that the expanding scale of public investment in vital
sectors such as education, healthcare, infrastructure, social welfare, and rural development
has made the responsibility of ensuring the prudent and purposeful utilisation of public
funds even more significant. Every rupee of public money, he emphasised, must be
properly accounted for and utilised for the purpose for which it was allocated.

He observed that legislative oversight must, therefore, go beyond the examination of
expenditure to assess whether public funds are delivering the intended benefits and
creating measurable improvements in the lives of citizens. He further emphasised that the
evaluation of government programmes and schemes must encompass their continuity,
quality, timely implementation, and actual outcomes. Whether it is the creation of durable
infrastructure, the completion of projects within stipulated timelines, or the timely delivery
of welfare benefits to eligible beneficiaries, every aspect of public service delivery must be
subjected to systematic scrutiny and evaluation. He observed that while department-
related standing committees also undertake important assessments in this regard, the
Public Accounts Committee has a particularly significant responsibility in ensuring financial
propriety and accountability for public expenditure.

Highlighting the importance of strengthening institutional capabilities, Shri Birla said that
continuous capacity building and professional development of officers and employees
associated with the CAG and Public Accounts Committees are essential in an era of rapid
technological transformation. Members of Parliament and state legislatures must also be
equipped with the requisite knowledge and skills to understand and effectively employ
emerging technologies in their oversight responsibilities. Regular training, exposure to
new tools, and the sharing of professional expertise, he noted, would considerably
enhance the quality of scrutiny, monitoring, and evaluation.

Lok Sabha Speaker also called for institutionalising regular meetings, conferences, and
exchanges of experiences among Public Accounts Committees of Parliament and state
legislatures. He observed that the sharing of successful practices, innovative approaches,
and technological solutions developed by different states would provide valuable learning
opportunities and enable committees across the country to adopt and replicate effective
models. Noting that representatives from 27 states participated in the conference and
enriched the deliberations with their experiences and perspectives, he said that such
collective engagement is essential to building stronger and more effective legislative
institutions.

Shri Birla noted that the true significance of the conference would lie in translating its
deliberations and the Kerala Resolution into sustained institutional action. He emphasised
that stronger Public Accounts Committees, backed by modern technology, informed
scrutiny, and effective follow-up mechanisms, would contribute significantly to ensuring
that public resources are utilised with prudence, integrity, and a clear sense of public
purpose.

PACs MUST EVOLVE WITH CHANGING TIMES TO ENSURE EFFECTIVE ACCOUNTABILITY
OF PUBLIC MONEY: SHRI K. C. VENUGOPAL

Chairperson of the Public Accounts Committee of Parliament emphasised that PACs must
evolve with changing times to ensure accountability as public money moves through
increasingly complex channels. Observing that PACs translate audit findings presented to




legislatures into meaningful accountability, he stressed the need for timely audits of public
schemes and the prompt laying of audit reports before the Houses. He expressed concern
over delayed, incomplete, or absent replies from ministries and departments, and called
upon the executive to furnish complete responses promptly.

Emphasising that the work of PACs must reach the people, he suggested that at least one
PAC report be taken up for discussion in Parliament and each state legislature to
strengthen accountability. He also called for better coordination between the Centre and
states in scrutinising Centrally Sponsored Schemes and proposed at least one annual
meeting between Union and state PACs devoted to these schemes. Underlining the
importance of specialised staff, training, and capacity building, he advocated greater use
of technology, including a dashboard to track audit paragraphs and action taken.

Speaker of the Kerala Legislative Assembly; Deputy Speaker of the Kerala Legislative
Assembly and the Chairperson of the Public Accounts Committee of Kerala also remained
present on this occasion.

The two-day conference witnessed extensive and constructive deliberations on the theme
“Audit, Accountability, and Good Governance - The Evolving Role of the PAC”, with a
particular focus on strengthening financial oversight, improving audit follow-up
mechanisms, embracing technological innovations, and enhancing the institutional
effectiveness of Public Accounts Committees.




e fae g1, faea-dyed | smatfsia af feewdta Conference of Chairpersons of
Public Accounts Committees of Parliament of India and State/UT Legislatures
h HTYA GARIE ht Gaifad fohar| et hi erdt UR, STgi Ueh T dlchdiAch UG a1 &,
QT &k 27 Uaelt & geR PAC ufafafaat 4 gt et ae 59 fawa R & faar-famst fhar &
3 3R TSl h ol oiar afRfaail fhg ueRr ardeifAe fad des # A< srgemas,
uRafefar 8RR Sereed! gMfead avd g @ el 39 T # It & Fgan ok
GEHTIAT & 31 G131 Hehed UdTd |t IR g3 - - Frdsiieh €+ o 3fTdeT Td ST <h
*el Sig R RuiRa Igeat & faw Iaer 3RAd Syt gffsad s, - 9 ud asa/
Hanfad vt 6w o afufadt & i dare, sgvat 8k Best Practices & 31gH-
gaH &g fefica uida fasmfad e, - siffse &1 ud PAC i RwRel @R Action Taken
Reports Udd &= &t gag-dar RefRa s, - it Tsat/dhaenfad uqsi & Audit Para
Monitoring System it f2fSiear AR voment faef@a &, - Fafaa oftemr ik
a2ty Ul & A1eaw ¥ PAC Ifaarerdl Ud Gl &bl &l SeT-T; - dfad siifse
fewforat &t Teften & fog PAC 6l &= A18 &H & & 9 o Smiford & 8k 3u-
gfafaai fdd & R AR &=AT; - CAG & 919 A= Asigd e 3ad Forensic Tools &
HIegH & I=T QA aret &3 ugaH IR ARl At gffeaa sear aur R[arh
yfeharati el eRgsdr SR gfdsar ST ¥@d gy Digital Solutions T UHTEt IUTNT &
g9 39 resolution &l W JgIed, difes fa<ia gdeq & dgay Srged, uReiRfar ok
Staraqa! GRfAd Sl S Teh| had Fsic ohl T fhelt FISTHT bl heldT T YHTUT gl g
AT Y aRalde Thadt a4t 8, 59 faeRer Fafia w0 @ AREr & o aoe & 59
7e & forg o= FReffea fovar mam o1, STt SuahT St 382d & folq gor 8 a1 g | #R1 AT &
foh &7 Toft 1 gfERIuT 59 fawg IR Uk THM 81 §H STeTT-3TalT ASHITdh Gall & 8l Tohd g,
ITRYRIG 3TT-3TelT g Hehel! &, Afch" HRT WIS 362 oI STLmE, URGfRiar ik
STaTeqe! gARAd o 81 gt g faga g & & Al ao g9 *iha § oot gfqwmh
T3l ol Ueh - GER 9 T ol AT g1 918t Hehed bt 3T o H1Y 8 Ig el gARI
Public Accounts Committees @l 3ff&ieh 3ad, fdldd Td T o= & Fay &t
SEECARE-u

— Om Birla (@ombirlakota) November 4, 2026

Resolution adopted at the conference -
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