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EVERY RUPEE OF PUBLIC MONEY MUST
BE ACCOUNTED FOR AND UTILISED FOR
ITS INTENDED PURPOSE: LOK SABHA
SPEAKER

TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY ARE CORNERSTONES OF
DEMOCRACY; PACs MUST ENSURE THAT PUBLIC EXPENDITURE
TRANSLATES INTO TANGIBLE OUTCOMES FOR CITIZENS: LOK SABHA
SPEAKER

LOK SABHA SPEAKER CALLS FOR TIME-BOUND RESOLUTION OF LONG-
PENDING AUDIT OBSERVATIONS; POLITICAL DIFFERENCES MUST GIVE
WAY TO A SHARED COMMITMENT TO FINANCIAL PROBITY AND
NATIONAL WELFARE

LOK SABHA SPEAKER URGES PACs TO LEVERAGE AI, DATA ANALYTICS
AND RESPONSIBLE TECHNOLOGY TO STRENGTHEN FINANCIAL
OVERSIGHT AND PREVENT MISUSE OF PUBLIC FUNDS

LOK SABHA SPEAKER INAUGURATES CONFERENCE OF CHAIRPERSONS
OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEES OF PARLIAMENT AND STATE/UT
LEGISLATURES IN THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
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Lok Sabha Speaker Shri Om Birla today called upon the Public Accounts Committees (PACs)
of Parliament and State Legislatures to strengthen their role as guardians of public money,
emphasising that every rupee drawn from the public exchequer must be properly
accounted for and utilised fully for the purpose for which it was sanctioned. He said that
transparency and accountability are the cornerstones of democracy and that the ultimate
measure of public expenditure must be the positive difference it makes to the lives of
ordinary citizens.

Inaugurating the Conference of Chairpersons of Public Accounts Committees of Parliament
and State Legislatures in Thiruvananthapuram, Shri Birla said that the PAC is a vital
institution of parliamentary democracy, entrusted with the responsibility of examining
public expenditure, ensuring financial discipline and holding the Executive accountable. He




observed that the responsibility of the Committees extends beyond scrutiny of accounts
and audit findings; they must also assess whether public funds have achieved their
intended objectives and delivered the outcomes for which they were allocated.

Expressing concern over audit observations remaining unresolved for 10, 15 or even 20
years, Shri Birla said that such prolonged pendency raises serious questions about the
effectiveness of the system. He called for a concrete, systematic and time-bound action
plan to ensure that audit observations and the action arising from them are addressed
without undue delay. The Union and State Governments, he said, must work together to
strengthen the mechanisms of monitoring, review and follow-up so that accountability is
not merely established on paper but translated into timely corrective action. Highlighting
the distinctive democratic convention of appointing a Member of the Opposition as the
Chairperson of the Public Accounts Committee, Shri Birla said that this practice reflects the
maturity, inclusiveness and strength of India's parliamentary democracy. The
representation of all political parties in the Committee ensures that different perspectives
are brought to the examination of public expenditure. He described this arrangement as a
shining example of the ability of democratic institutions to rise above political
considerations in pursuit of a common national objective.

Lok Sabha Speaker noted that Members may belong to different political parties, hold
different ideologies and have differing views on policies and governance; however, when it
comes to safeguarding public money, their responsibility is shared. The PAC must function
through dialogue, cooperation, consensus and collective responsibility. Its purpose is not
to criticise any individual or government, but to ensure that public funds are neither
misused nor wasted, that irregularities and leakages are prevented, and that the Executive
remains accountable to the people. He emphasised that the trust of citizens is the
foundation of democratic governance. Every rupee of public money represents the
aspirations and contribution of the people and must therefore be spent with the highest
standards of financial propriety.

Lok Sabha Speaker stressed that the assessment of public expenditure must not remain
confined to figures, allocations and utilisation certificates. In the case of infrastructure
projects, Committees should, wherever appropriate, visit project sites and examine the
quality of work, its timely completion and adherence to prescribed standards. He said that
such direct assessment would help establish whether the money spent has resulted in the
intended infrastructure and whether public resources have been used effectively. Similarly,
in the case of social welfare schemes, it is essential to go beyond the amount spent and
examine the actual impact of the expenditure. The ultimate objective of public
expenditure, he said, must be social good and public welfare.

Referring to the important role of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India, Shri Birla
said that the examination of CAG audit findings, scrutiny of Action Taken Reports and
follow-up on recommendations are integral to the functioning of the PAC. However, the
larger purpose of this exercise is to ensure that public money is used transparently,
efficiently and strictly in accordance with its sanctioned purpose. Where systemic
improvements are required, the Committees should provide appropriate guidance and
recommend corrective measures. He called upon the PACs of Parliament and State
Legislatures to use the conference as an effective platform for sharing experiences, ideas,
innovations and best practices. He said that the practices adopted by States that have




demonstrated greater transparency, stronger financial oversight and more effective
evaluation should be shared so that others can learn from them. He underlined that
healthy competition among States in strengthening accountability mechanisms would
contribute to better governance across the country.

Stressing the need for a future-oriented approach, the Speaker said that changing
circumstances require the Committees to continuously strengthen their methods of
scrutiny and oversight. Technology, data analytics and Artificial Intelligence can play an
important role in analysing large volumes of expenditure data, identifying emerging
trends, detecting potential financial irregularities and improving the monitoring of audit
observations. He also stressed the importance of citizen participation in governance and
said that greater transparency in the use of public resources strengthens public confidence
in democratic institutions. A system in which public expenditure is closely monitored,
accounts are thoroughly scrutinised and corrective action is taken in a timely manner is
essential for ensuring that government resources serve the people effectively. He observed
that the scope and responsibilities of the PAC have evolved over the years. Apart from
examining audit reports and public accounts, the Committee has made significant
contributions through its recommendations on public expenditure, the functioning of
government departments, administrative reforms and programme evaluation.

Recalling the recent centenary celebrations of the PAC, he said that the foundational
principles of the Committee must continue to guide its future priorities and that the
commitments made on that occasion should be translated into concrete improvements in
its functioning. The Speaker further emphasised that schemes implemented through
Centre-State partnerships and public-private partnerships require effective financial
scrutiny within the respective mandates of the Committees.

Shri Birla expressed confidence that the deliberations would lead to constructive
recommendations and concrete outcomes to strengthen financial discipline, transparency
and accountability. He said that the resolutions emerging from the conference should
guide improvements in monitoring, audit follow-up and the quality of public expenditure,
with the shared objective of ensuring that every rupee of public money is utilised
responsibly and for its intended purpose.

The Inaugural Session was graced and addressed by the Chief Minister of Keralam Shri V.
D. Satheesan,; Deputy Chairman, Rajya Sabha, Shri Harivansh; Chairman, Public Accounts
Committee, Lok Sabha, Shri K. C. Venugopal; Speaker, Keralam Legislative Assembly, Shri
Thiruvanchoor Radhakrishnan, and Chairperson, PAC of Keralam Legislative Assembly, Shri
K. N. Balagopal. The Session was attended by Chairpersons and Members of Public
Accounts Committees of State Legislatures, and other distinguished dignitaries.

On this occasion, Public Accounts Committee Conference Souvenir 2026 was also released.

FINANCIAL SCRUTINY MUST BE OUTCOME-DRIVEN TO ENSURE ACCOUNTABILITY, SAYS
CHAIRPERSON OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE OF PARLIAMENT OF INDIA; CALLS
FOR TIMELY AUDITS AND BALANCED COVERAGE OF PUBLIC WELFARE PROGRAMMES

Delivering Welcome Address, Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of
Parliament of India, Shri K.C. Venugopal, underscored the need to strengthen legislative
financial scrutiny to ensure that public expenditure translates into tangible outcomes,




improved service delivery and meaningful benefits for citizens. Emphasising that
accountability must go beyond the mere examination of expenditure, he called for a more
outcome-oriented approach to parliamentary oversight, ensuring that every public rupee
is spent judiciously and delivers its intended purpose. He also proposed that at least one
PAC Report, along with the Government’s Action Taken thereon, be discussed during every
Session of Parliament. He also underscored the importance of timely audits, balanced
coverage of various sectors and closer scrutiny of flagship welfare programmes and major
infrastructure projects to ensure that public resources serve the larger public interest.

Thiruvananthapuram, Keralam # omaifsid g @ & fda@@ Conference of
Chairpersons of Public Accounts Committees of Parliament of India and
State/UT Legislatures & 3gled TR bt Gaifad forar ggt weft @ fh gipfaes sk
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gfafafe e o axd €1 T9g 3R T fAe™ d8d A g91d € 99T Foie Utid d &l
golc & HregH 4§ g gRfead foear Srar § f Sar @1 e Infrastructure
Development, Social Welfare Schemes 3R SHehearor & fafea ol o @9 g1l &9
g o1 [ReiRd g2t & 3rq=u IudhT FMAfeAd & # Public Accounts Committee bt
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3R =RIRY & BT 8t uaT -Tal &, Ifceh 3T & o SUANT & §1g GHIST UR 3YhI T YU
ST, 3R o1k T |t Public Accounts Committee @t foimGRt 81 89 fan & a8
Iafd g @ IR Ioax 9o fAsaerar & 1y &\ Hedt g1 ifeh Public Accounts
Committee o il H Tt T TTSIT 22T TP &l BIdT & - AT | SIATecg! GARAT AT
3R prifurfeiehl # uRefAdT @M1l 321 & ARz udel & 30 e | enfAe gT PAC &
U 3R et T g fohar fob sgerd aRted & PAC & hIHehIST bl gHTdt S &
fg g4 d8aR Technology @1 3IUdlT e ghmI Data Analysis 3R Artificial
Intelligence & #ATeqH & g 3Hichg! ol dgdr fAsc0T X Gohd &, Wd & TS Sl THS
gohd 8, GYTfdd SIRIAT Y gga™ X Tabd ¢ SR faxig siHafiadrstt o gyt &1 @
3T T Fehd 81 gldifch Technology & ATY SdTdqe! 3R AMCT Hdgaefierdr &1 «ff
A=Y AL g, dlich AXBRI & hl STANT chael AT deh A 7 g, dfech THIST
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3 3, foart 3R gfRepion ot drem wefl, Teh-gER it best practices & Hid,
SUARft garg - e, ey g9 UHT ot aar IfRfaat ot 8k sifdes ASTed qur
TS g9 <hl faomm & 31 g |

— Om Birla (@ombirlakota) November 3, 2026
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Conference of Chairpersons of Public Accounts Committees of Parliament of
India and State/UT Legislatures ® gHTRIAT & feIq et fAeT §HT 9o ggad R
IS & gEgEaEl ot V.D. Satheesan, A faeg @wr eremer sft Thiruvanchoor
Radhakrishnan, @&g &t otes ot afafa (PAC) & gwmafa sft K.C. Venugopal, dre
e erar Ifafa (PAC) & gumafa sft K.N. Balagopal T 3= oMt gRT fahg 7¢ @@
¥ 31f9Yd g1 @vdsatheesan @kcvenugopalmp #PublicAccountsCommittee

— Om Birla (@ombirlakota) November 3, 2026

TS ¥ fawadaqzy, axeaw & mAifSid g ST @t Conference of Chairpersons of
Public Accounts Committees of Parliament of India and State/UT Legislatures
o GgUIidaT theatTT| &ieh aar gfafaal (Public Accounts Committees) & 39 g feadia
T g H g 9T Al iR heanfad ween &t fAumasmen 6 o e afafaa) &
guTafd Td 9@ AT ol “Audit, Accountability and Good Governance - The
Evolving Role of the PAC” fawa &R dhigd 59 I%ie # Trdsit-ie g H UReRidT, fa=ia
Sardeal 3R furft AIRE @t 8k sifdes gurdt s & fafas ugqel R fAgr-famsf
gHTI Snenerd § foh cilehdifen SRS | STaraag! el gge e 3R GATET & el i
3T Fg hi e 7 I8 T Agaqul s/awR gl fasaddyzH, e | 3-4 TdsR 2026
Live Link : https://t.co/aead7ezkQOy

— Om Birla (@ombirlakota) November 3, 2026
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