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Financial assistance can play an important role in enabling students from disadvantaged communities to
pursue higher education, overcome financial constraints and build confidence to achieve their academic
aspirations. Targeted support can also create opportunities for beneficiaries to inspire others in their
communities to pursue advanced education.

Minakashi, a 36-year-old PhD Research Scholar belonging to the Scheduled Caste (SC) community,
aspired to build a career in teaching, research and the scientific field at a reputed university. Financial
instability, however, posed a significant challenge in continuing her higher studies.

Coming from a community where access to higher education remains limited, Minakashi faced barriers
related to financial resources, confidence and access to opportunities. The lack of adequate support made
it difficult for many members of her community to pursue higher education with confidence.

During 2022–25, under the National Fellowship for Scheduled Caste Students (NFSC) Scheme,
Minakashi received financial assistance of Rs. 11 lakh. The support enabled her to continue and complete
her higher education without the burden of financial constraints.

Today, Minakashi stands as an example of how targeted financial assistance can create opportunities for
academic advancement and social empowerment. Her journey has helped inspire other students from
economically disadvantaged and socially marginalized communities to pursue higher education with
greater confidence.



Minakshi’s experience reflects the impact of financial assistance under the NFSC Scheme in enabling
students to overcome financial barriers, continue higher education and contribute to the aspirations of
others in their communities.

Through the support received under the NFSC Scheme, Minakashi has transformed financial constraints
into an opportunity for academic growth, while becoming an inspiration for other students to pursue
higher education and work towards a more empowered future.

Talking about the financial support and its benefits, Minakshi said, “The NFSC Scheme gave me the
financial support I needed to complete my PhD. Today, I am not just fulfilling my dream, but also helping
other students from my community to dream bigger.”

The assistance extended through the NFSC Scheme helped Minakashi strengthen her confidence and
pursue her academic goals. During her academic journey, she also contributed to educating students who
aspired to pursue higher education but faced financial difficulties. Her experience encouraged students
from disadvantaged communities to consider higher education as an achievable pathway.
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