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Dr. L. Murugan Highlights Role of Creator
Economy and Al in Building Viksit Bharat
at YouTube Impact Summit 2026

Technology May Change Rapidly, But Constitutional Values
Must Endure: Dr. L. Murugan’s Message to Young Creators at
YouTube Impact Summit 2026

Over 18,000 Indian YouTube Channels Have Crossed One
Million Subscribers, Reflecting Growing Creator Economy

Posted On: 29 SEP 2026 7:46PM by PIB Delhi

Urging young creators to harness artificial intelligence as a tool for innovation and empowerment, Dr. L.
Murugan, Minister of State for Information & Broadcasting and Parliamentary Affairs, said, “The future
should not be: AI versus creators. It should be: Al empowering creators.” Calling upon young
creators to “Create with courage. Create with responsibility. Create with purpose,” he emphasised
that while “Technology changes rapidly. Constitutional values endure.”

India is not merely a nation of more than a billion people; we are a nation of more
than a billion stories, ideas and aspirations.

Delighted to deliver the keynote address at the #YouTubelmpactSummit 2026.

YouTube’s contribution of over 318,000 crore to India’s GDP and support... pic.tw
itter.com/10v7DH5uhw

— Dr.L.Murugan (@DrLMurugan) September 29, 2026

Addressing the YouTube Impact Summit 2026, themed “Co-Creating Impact: India’s Digital
Leadership and the Orange Economy”, in New Delhi today, the Minister highlighted the growing role
of India’s digital and creative economy in driving economic growth, employment and global cultural
outreach. The Summit brought together policymakers, technology leaders, creators, entrepreneurs and
innovators, with Dr. L. Murugan delivering the keynote address.

Creator Economy Driving Growth and Employment


https://x.com/hashtag/YouTubeImpactSummit?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/1Ov7DH5uhw
https://t.co/1Ov7DH5uhw
https://x.com/DrLMurugan/status/2104931769757880334?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw

According to the YouTube Impact Report unveiled at the Summit, YouTube’s creative ecosystem
contributed more than 18,000 crore to India’s GDP in 2025 and supported over 9.6 lakh full-time-

equivalent jobs across the country.

The Minister noted that content produced in India receives over 15 per cent of its watch time from
audiences outside India, while more than 18,000 Indian YouTube channels have crossed one million

subscribers.
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From Digital India to Creative India

Dr. Murugan highlighted India’s digital transformation through digital payments, digital public
infrastructure, startups, artificial intelligence, affordable connectivity and digital education. He
emphasised the need to move from consumers to creators, users to innovators and content
consumption to intellectual-property creation.

He said digital technology has changed the geography of opportunity, enabling talent from every district,
language and community to reach global audiences.

Strengthening the Orange Economy

Referring to Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s vision of “Create in India, Create for the World,”
the Minister highlighted the Orange Economy’s three pillars content, creativity and culture.

He said creativity extends beyond entertainment and can generate jobs, businesses, intellectual property,

exports and cultural influence.
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Al to Empower, Not Replace, Creators

Dr. Murugan said Al can assist creators in writing, translation, editing, animation, composition, design and
distribution, while human imagination remains central to creativity.

He reiterated that Al should empower creators rather than replace them, while stressing the need for
accessible, responsible and ethical use of emerging technologies.

The Summit also featured the unveiling of “Create with AI” films, developed in collaboration with the
Indian Institute of Creative Technologies (IICT).
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Government Initiatives for Creative Talent

The Minister highlighted initiatives including WAVES, IICT, Create in India Challenges, Gems of
India, WAVES Bazaar, MyWAVES and Creator’s Corner to strengthen pathways for identifying,
developing and connecting creative talent with markets.

He also highlighted the Union Budget 202627 provision for AVGC content-creator laboratories in
15,000 secondary schools and 500 colleges. He noted that the industry is projected to require nearly 2
million professionals by 2030.

Constitutional Values in the Digital Age

Emphasising that “Technology changes rapidly. Constitutional values endure,” Dr. Murugan
highlighted the relevance of justice, liberty, equality and fraternity in India’s digital transformation.

Referring to Article 19 and the freedom of speech and expression, subject to reasonable constitutional
restrictions, he stressed that the freedom to create must be accompanied by responsibility.

He also highlighted Fundamental Duties under Article S1A, calling for responsible creation, sharing,

verification and innovation in the digital age.

Taking India’s Stories to the World

Dr. Murugan emphasised that India’s cultural heritage can reach new audiences through cinema, music,

gaming, animation, digital storytelling, design, crafts and literature.



Addressing young creators, he said their language, culture and stories can be global and urged them to
create with confidence in India’s diversity.

The Minister said that the future of India’s digital economy will depend on what the country creates with
technology, stressing the importance of employment, intellectual property, global opportunities and
inclusive growth towards Viksit Bharat 2047.

The Summit highlighted the growing role of India’s digital and creative industries in advancing Viksit
Bharat 2047, with the Minister calling for collective efforts to build an inclusive and globally competitive
creative ecosystem. Ms. Gunjan Soni, Country Managing Director, YouTube India; Ms. Leslie Miller, Vice
President, Global Government Affairs and Public Policy, YouTube; and Shri Senthil Rajan, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, were also present.
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