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The Wait Is Over: 72nd National Film Awards Set
to Celebrate the Best of Indian Cinema on 22

September

From Delhi to Ekta Nagar: 72nd National Film Awards Mark
the Beginning of a New Journey Across States

Anant Nag to Receive Dadasaheb Phalke Award for 2024 for
His Outstanding Contribution to Indian Cinema

From Best Feature Film to Best Actor and Best Actress,
Outstanding Cinematic Achievements to Take Centre Stage

Posted On: 21 SEP 2026 3:10PM by PIB Delhi

The stage is set, the lights are ready, and the spotlight is about to fall on the finest of Indian cinema.
Preparations are in full swing for the 72nd National Film Awards, to be held at Ekta Nagar, Kevadia,
Gujarat, on 22 September 2026. The President of India will present the prestigious awards, recognising
outstanding achievements in Indian cinema for the year 2024.

🎬  लाइट, कै मरा और तैयारियां…

गुजरात के  एकता नगर, के वड़िया में 72वें राष्ट्रीय फिल्म पुरस्कार समारोह की तैयारियां अब अंतिम चरण
में हैं ।

पर्दे के  पीछे की ये झलकियां बता रही हैं  कि भारतीय सिनेमा के  इस खास जश्न के  लिए मंच पूरी तरह
तैयार है । ✨

22 सितंबर को एकता नगर से सजेगा… pic.twitter.com/Ml16gtuZzh

— PIB in Gujarat 🇮🇳  (@PIBAhmedabad) September 21, 2026

The National Film Awards are among the most prestigious honours for Indian cinema. Instituted in 1954,
the Awards recognise excellence across Feature Films, Non-Feature Films and Writing on Cinema,
covering a wide range of languages, regions and forms of filmmaking.

Dadasaheb Phalke Award

https://t.co/Ml16gtuZzh
https://x.com/PIBAhmedabad/status/2101963559697895828?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw


The Dadasaheb Phalke Award for 2024 will be presented to veteran actor Anant Nag in recognition of
his outstanding contribution to Indian cinema. The President of India will confer the prestigious honour
upon him at the 72nd National Film Awards ceremony on 22 September 2026.

With a career spanning over five decades, Anant Nag has made an enduring contribution to Kannada and
Indian cinema through his diverse body of work.
The honour celebrates his remarkable artistic journey and lasting contribution to the rich legacy of Indian
cinema.

 

Celebrating the Best of Indian Cinema

The 72nd National Film Awards will bring together some of the finest films, performances and creative
talent from across the country.

‘Article 370’ has been adjudged the Best Feature Film, while ‘Bhangaar’ has been selected as the Best
Non-Feature Film and ‘Ram-Nami’ as the Best Documentary.

In the acting categories, Mammootty for Bramayugam and Kartik Aaryan for Chandu Champion have
been selected for Best Actor in a Leading Role, while Yami Gautam will receive the Best Actress in a
Leading Role award for Article 370.

Randeep Hooda has been selected for the Best Debut Director award for Swatantrya Veer Savarkar.

Several other films and artists will also be recognised across different categories, reflecting the diversity
and richness of Indian cinema.

Films including Kalki 2898 AD, Amaran, Pushpa: The Rule Part-02, Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3 and Stree 2
will also receive honours in various categories.

Check the complete list of awardees and juries

 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2286143&reg=48&lang=2


A Celebration That Travels Across India

The 72nd National Film Awards also mark a new chapter in the celebration of Indian cinema. The
ceremony is being organised at Ekta Nagar, Gujarat, taking the National Film Awards beyond the National
Capital.

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has decided to take the celebration of the National Film
Awards to different parts of the country in the coming years. The initiative will bring the celebration of
Indian cinema closer to different regions and showcase the country's rich cultural and cinematic diversity.

With preparations complete and the stage ready, all eyes are now on 22 September 2026, when
filmmakers, actors, technicians and other members of the Indian film fraternity will come together at Ekta
Nagar for the 72nd National Film Awards.



The stage is set. The stars are ready. Indian cinema is ready to celebrate.

******
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