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For scholars from financially constrained families, the cost of tuition fees, accommodation, books,
research work and daily living can create significant barriers to pursuing higher education. Timely
fellowship support can enable deserving scholars to continue their academic journey with confidence and
focus.

Demonstrating the impact of support under the National Fellowship for Scheduled Caste Students
(NFSC) Scheme, Tarun Kumar, a 35-year-old scholar from Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh, overcame
financial and social challenges to complete his research and move towards a more stable academic and
professional future.

Before receiving assistance under the NFSC Scheme, Tarun faced difficulty in meeting tuition fees,
hostel charges, research expenses, the cost of books and daily living expenses. His family's limited
income made it difficult to sustain the financial requirements of higher education and research.

He also encountered educational and social barriers, including limited access to quality education
and academic resources, inadequate digital and transport facilities, and caste-based discrimination.
The pressure to support his family's income further affected his opportunities to concentrate fully on
higher studies.

Despite these constraints, Tarun aspired to continue his higher education, build a good career, become
financially independent and support his family. He also wished to create a better future for himself
while contributing meaningfully to the nation.



A turning point came in July 2017, when Tarun began receiving assistance under the NFSC Scheme. The
support included a fellowship and House Rent Allowance (HRA), helping him meet essential academic
and living expenses.

The fellowship provided financial assistance for tuition fees, research work, books, hostel
accommodation and daily expenses. By reducing the financial burden on him and his family, the Scheme
enabled Tarun to devote greater attention to his Ph.D. studies and research.

With greater financial security, Tarun was able to focus more effectively on his academic work. His
performance improved, his confidence increased and he gained better access to the resources required to
pursue his research goals.

The support also contributed to his personal growth and enhanced his career opportunities. It motivated
him to work towards financial independence and a stable future for himself and his family.

Tarun has now completed his research. His academic progress reflects how sustained fellowship
assistance can help scholars overcome economic pressures and continue advanced studies without
compromising their educational aspirations.

The NFSC Scheme not only addressed Tarun's immediate financial challenges but also strengthened his
belief in his academic potential. The assistance helped transform a difficult journey marked by limited
resources into one of perseverance, confidence and achievement.

Tarun Kumar's journey demonstrates how inclusive educational support can enable scholars from
disadvantaged backgrounds to overcome financial and social barriers. His experience highlights the
importance of fellowship assistance in expanding access to higher education, promoting research and
helping scholars build a better future for their families and the nation.

Through determination and timely support under the NFSC Scheme, Tarun progressed from
struggling to meet the costs of higher education to successfully completing his research. His journey
stands as an example of how educational empowerment can create lasting academic, professional and
personal change.
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