Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

Central Government Strengthens Access to
Higher Education for SC Students through POST-
MATRIC SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME

Scheme Aims to INCREASE GROSS ENROLLMENT RATIO
OF SC STUDENTS in Higher Education with Focus on
Students from Poorest Households
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The Central Government is implementing the Post-Matric Scholarship (PMS) Scheme for Scheduled
Caste (SC) students with the objective of appreciably increasing the GROSS ENROLLMENT RATIO OF
SC students in higher education, with a focus on students from the poorest households. The scheme
provides financial assistance at the post-matriculation or post-secondary stage to enable eligible students
to complete their education.

In a written reply to Shri Brij Lal, Smt. Laxmi Verma and Shri Ryaga Krishnaiah in the Rajya Sabha, the
Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment, Shri Ramdas Athawale stated that the Post-
Matric Scholarship Scheme is open-ended and demand-driven for eligible students studying in all

recognized institutions across the country.

He stated that Annual Action Plans under the scheme are obtained from States and Union Territories,
which are the implementing agencies. The release of the Central share is contingent upon States and UTs
transmitting their State/UT share-paid, finally verified data on the National Scholarship Portal (NSP) for
disbursement of the Central share.

Under the scheme, the scholarship is paid to students whose parents or guardians have an annual
income from all sources not exceeding X2.5 lakh. The income eligibility criterion ensures that financial
assistance is targeted towards eligible students requiring support to pursue and complete their post-matric
and higher education.



Government of India
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
Department of Social Justice and Empowerment
PARLIAMENT MOMNSODN SESSION

GOVERNMENT STRENGTHENS ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION
FOR SC STUDENTS THROUGH POST-MATRIC SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME

Scheme Alms to Increase Gross Enrollment Ratio of 5C Students in Higher Education
with Focus on Students from Poorest Households

3

ABOUT THE SCHEME iz ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
The Post-Matric Sebolarship (PMS) Schems | |
feur Sebuscubed Caste (5C) students s o Scholarship is paid to sbudents whose
appreciatdy noresss e Groas Ereolimant L parents or guardians have an annual
Batio of SC shadents in higher sducation @ income from all sources not exceeding
e irod : lll:u dary | {Rupaas Two Lakh Fifty Thesand Onky]
wresr el
CENTRAL ASSISTANCE RELEASED TO CHHATTISGARH UNDER © -
KEY FEATURES \ POST-MATRIC SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME FOR SC STUDENTS m:&:xsmmn:;
[ The scharms is open-mnded and demand-drem i CENTRAL ASCHTANCE IELEASID | Assistances ol
) [F W ERORI)
I 202-12 2000 87,464 was redsased to Chhattlsgark,
Arnual Action Flany anh cbisined from 202223 4500 96,267 benafiting 4,47 482 shudents.
FateLITL, the mplementng sperces
i The scheme. 2023-24 3614 79,237 Thw aciosses rallects the
| Rtewss of Contr share B ot apom. | | 02438 3998 87675 [ mmmx mwm
w:vmn::.ﬁmmm | 09636 B1ED o, 839 st sy D feiwiiil hesuriabuskds,
il 2 ¥ B Pl and compiete
| Btk TOTAL ponmos | T203T0CRORE | 4,47.482 STUDENTS | g et

" Fugparen or TUE-26 arw v 10 e

Empowering 5C Students | Prosmoting Equity in Education | Buildirsg an knclusive and Educated India

The Government also provided details of Central Assistance released to Chhattisgarh under the Post-
Matric Scholarship Scheme for SC students during the last five financial years. In 2021-22, X29.00 crore
was released, benefiting 87,464 students. In 2022-23, X45.00 crore was released, benefiting 96,267
students. During 2023-24, X36.14 crore was released for 79,237 beneficiaries, while X39.96 crore was
released in 2024-25, benefiting 87,675 students. In 2025-26, Central Assistance increased to X53.60 crore,
benefiting 96,839 students.

During the five-year period from 2021-22 to 2025-26, a total Central Assistance of 203.70 crore was
released to Chhattisgarh under the Post-Matric Scholarship Scheme for SC students, benefiting 4,47,482
students.

The Government's response highlights the demand-driven nature of the Post-Matric Scholarship Scheme
and its focus on enabling eligible SC students, particularly those from the poorest households, to pursue
and complete higher education.
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