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Prime Minister condoles the passing of eminent
Buddhist scholar Robert A. F. Thurman
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, has expressed deep sorrow over the passing of Mr. Robert A. F.
Thurman.

The Prime Minister described Mr. Thurman as an eminent scholar of Buddhism, a distinguished teacher
and a lifelong friend of India. Shri Modi said that through his works, Mr. Thurman popularised Buddhist
thoughts globally and built enduring bridges of understanding between cultures.

Recalling his meeting with Mr. Thurman in New York City a few years ago, the Prime Minister said they
had an excellent conversation.

The Prime Minister conveyed his thoughts to Mr. Thurman’s family, friends and admirers in this hour of
grief.

In a post on X, Shri Modi said;

“Deeply saddened by the passing of Mr. Robert A. F. Thurman, an eminent scholar of Buddhism, a
distinguished teacher and a lifelong friend of India. Through his works, he popularised Buddhist thoughts
globally and also built enduring bridges of understanding between cultures. I fondly recall our meeting in
New York City a few years ago, where we had an excellent conversation. My thoughts are with his family,
friends and admirers in this hour of grief.”
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— Narendra Modi (@narendramodi) June 17, 2026
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