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INDIAN AIR FORCE ANNOUNCES ENTRY FOR
TECHNICAL BRANCH (OFFICER CADRE) VIA
GATE SCORES

Posted On: 26 MAY 2026 4:07PM by PIB Delhi

The Indian Air Force (IAF) is pleased to announce the introduction of a scheme for induction into the
Technical Branch (Officers Cadre), allowing eligible candidates to apply based on their Graduate Aptitude
Test in Engineering (GATE) scores.

Under this new initiative, candidates possessing a valid GATE score will be eligible for direct shortlisting
for testing at the Air Force Selection Boards (AFSBs). Selection will be based on merit, effectively
exempting these candidates from the preliminary written examination, such as the Air Force Common
Admission Test (AFCAT). The GATE Score scheme will be applicable exclusively for induction into the
Technical Branch. The AFCAT will continue to serve as the standard admission test for induction into all
branches of the IAF, including the Technical Branch.

The entry-level educational qualifications for the GATE Score scheme will remain consistent with the
existing induction criteria for the Technical Branch via AFCAT. A comprehensive list of acceptable GATE
subjects have been formally promulgated by the IAF in AFCAT Notification 02/2026, accessible

at https:\\www.afcat.edcil.co.in and www.careeriaf.gov.in. To provide maximum flexibility and

opportunity to aspirants, eligible candidates may apply for the Technical Branch through both the AFCAT
and the GATE Score schemes, as per their choice.

For regular updates on Officers' Entry schemes in IAF, prospective candidates are to follow official social
media handles of DISHA Indian Air Force @careeriniaf (Instagram & X) and @DISHA by Indian Air
Force (Facebook, Youtube, Linkedin).
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