Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports

Proposed anti-doping law amendments to
criminalise organised doping activities placed for
public consultation

Athletes to remain protected from criminal prosecution under
proposed framework

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports invites stakeholder
feedback through public consultation

Proposed provisions intended to target traffickers, illegal
suppliers, organised syndicates and unscrupulous support
personnel involved in doping

Posted On: 21 MAY 2026 12:36PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports has published proposed amendments related to the
criminalisation of doping activities in the public domain for stakeholder consultation and feedback.

The proposed framework seeks to address the growing organised ecosystem involved in trafficking, illegal
supply, administration and commercial distribution of prohibited performance-enhancing substances and
methods.

The proposed amendments aim to criminalise activities such as trafficking, unauthorized sale and
distribution of prohibited substances and methods; administration of prohibited substances to athletes for
doping purposes; supply of prohibited substances to minors; organised crime and commercial activities
linked to doping; sale of prohibited substances without prescribed labelling; and advertisements and paid

promotions encouraging doping.

The proposed provisions are intended to target traffickers, illegal suppliers, organised syndicates and
unscrupulous support personnel involved in doping networks.

Importantly, athletes not found involved in the proposed criminal offences like trafficking, organized
syndicate etc. will not be criminalised merely for anti-doping rule violations or positive tests. Anti-Doping
Rule violations by athletes will continue to be dealt with under the existing anti-doping framework.

The proposed amendments seek to ensure that clean athletes remain protected while enabling stronger

action against criminal networks exploiting sport and athletes for commercial gain.

The framework also provides safeguards for athletes with valid Therapeutic Use Exemptions (TUEs) and
for bona fide medical practitioners acting in emergency medical situations requiring legitimate use of
prohibited substance/ methods to athlete.



The proposed measures are aligned with India’s commitments under the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization Convention against doping in sport and are consistent with the
approach supported by the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA).

The proposed framework seeks to balance athlete protection, integrity of sport, public health and effective
enforcement.

Stakeholders have been (are) invited to submit their comments and suggestions on the proposed

amendments during the public consultation process by 18.06.2026.

The link to the draft proposed amendments published for public consultation is provided below.
https://share.google/SXWL3HPDILNF1FYBJ

https://share.google/WP8VceaSIfs8r3 X8l
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