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Your Excellency, Prime Minister Meloni,
Delegates from both countries,

Friends from the media,

Greetings!

Buongiorno!

I sincerely thank Prime Minister Meloni for the grand welcome extended to me and my delegation.Rome
is known across the world as the Eternal City. In India, my Lok Sabha constituency, Varanasi, is also
regarded as an eternal and timeless city. When two civilisations come together, the dialogue does not
remain confined merely to an agenda. It reflects the depth of history, the vision for the future, and the
natural warmth of friendship - all at once.

Friends,

Over the past nearly three and a half years, I have had several opportunities to meet Prime Minister
Meloni. This reflects the close cooperation and understanding between India and Italy. Under her
leadership, our relations have gained new momentum, a new direction, and renewed confidence. I am

pleased that, as we elevate our ties further, we are announcing a Special Strategic Partnership.
Friends,

In today’s meeting, we held extensive discussions on further strengthening our future partnership. The
India—Italy Joint Strategic Action Plan 2025-29 provides a practical and futuristic framework for our
partnership, and we are moving forward on it in a time-bound manner. Through our shared efforts,
bilateral trade is progressing rapidly towards the target of 20 billion euros.

More than 800 Italian companies operating in India are becoming active partners in India’s growth story.
The business forum being held today clearly reflects a new enthusiasm, renewed confidence, and greater
ambition among the business leaders of both countries.

Italy is globally known for design and precision. India is recognised as a powerhouse of scale, talent, and
affordable innovation. Therefore, we will move forward on the principle of "Design and Develop in India
and Italy, and Deliver for the World.” From fashion to fintech, leather to logistics, and mobility to
manufacturing, we will combine our strengths across every sector and work for the welfare of humanity as
a whole.



I express my special gratitude to Prime Minister Meloni for the support extended by Italy towards the
conclusion of the India—EU Free Trade Agreement. Together, we will work towards its earliest possible

implementation so that the business communities of both sides can fully benefit from it.

Friends,

Technology and innovation are the engines of our partnership. There are immense possibilities for
cooperation between us in areas such as Al, quantum technologies, space, and civil nuclear energy. To
connect the startups, research centres, and industries of both countries, we are working on the
establishment of the India-Italy Innovation Centre.

Friends,

Close cooperation in the fields of defence and security is a reflection of the deep mutual trust between us.
Cooperation is expanding not only between our armed forces, but also between the defence industries of
both countries. Our Defence Industrial Roadmap has paved the way for co-development and co-
production.As maritime powers, close cooperation between India and Italy in the field of connectivity is
only natural. We will work together on shipping, port modernisation, logistics, and the blue economy.

We also discussed extending our win-win partnership to third countries. Moving forward in this direction,

we have agreed to work on concrete projects in Africa.

Friends,

India and Italy are united in the view that terrorism is a grave challenge to humanity. Our joint initiatives
against terror financing have set an important example before the world. India and Italy have conveyed a
clear message that responsible democracies do not merely condemn terrorism, but also take concrete steps
to dismantle its financial networks. We have remained in continuous contact regarding Ukraine, West
Asia, and other global tensions. India’s position is clear, all issues must be resolved through dialogue and

diplomacy.

Friends,

The reflection of our historic cultural and people-to-people ties can be seen at every step in both countries.
Interest in Indian art, yoga, Ayurveda, and cuisine is steadily growing in Italy. Ancient languages such as
Sanskrit and Latin belong to the same linguistic family. This demonstrates that our relationship is not

merely one of diplomacy, but also of a shared heritage.

Next year, on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of relations between India and Italy, a Year of Culture
will be celebrated. This will further strengthen our cultural ties. The large Indian-origin community living
in Italy serves as a vibrant link between our two nations. I sincerely thank Prime Minister Meloni and the
people of Italy for their care and support towards them.

The Migration and Mobility Partnership Agreement concluded three years ago has enhanced the
movement of people between the two countries.

Excellency,



I once again express my heartfelt gratitude to you for today’s highly productive meeting and for your
friendship. On behalf of 1.4 billion Indians, I once again extend to you an invitation to visit India.

Thank you very much.
Grazie mille!

DISCLAIMER: This is the approximate translation of Prime Minister's address. Original address

was delivered in Hindi.
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