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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRY; AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY
OF ELECTRONICS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI
JITIN PRASADA): Hon. Speaker Sir, I move for leave to introduce
a Bill to amend certain enactments for decriminalising and
rationalising offences to further enhance trust-based governance
for ease of living and doing business.

It seeks to enhance ease of doing business and ease of living
by decriminalising minor offences and implementing measures
such as revising fines and penalties proportionate to the offence,
establishing adjudicating officers and setting up appellate
authorities. It proposes to amend 79 Central Acts administered by
23 Ministries. A total of 784 provisions are being proposed to be
amended, out of which 717 provisions are being decriminalised to
foster ease of doing business, and 67 provisions are being
proposed to facilitate ease of living. This builds on the Jan Vishwas
(Amendment of Provisions) Act, 2023, which decriminalised 183
provisions under 42 Central Acts, continuing efforts to streamline
regulations and promote trust-based governance.
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DR. KADIYAM KAVYA (WARANGAL): Hon. Speaker Sir, I rise to oppose the introduction
of the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2026, which
seeks to promote ease of doing business, decriminalise minor
offences, and reduce compliance burdens, as good intentions
cannot justify flawed execution. By replacing imprisonment with
fines and penalties, the Government is creating a system where
violations can be paid for. The Bill gives excessive powers to
adjudicating officers, reducing judicial oversight. There is
insufficient consultation with stakeholders, including State
Governments, regulatory bodies and civil societies. Such a
sweeping reform across multiple laws requires deeper scrutiny and
conscious building. I urge the Government to introduce necessary
safeguards to protect citizens, workers and integrity of our legal
system. Thank you.

ADV. GOWAAL KAGADA PADAVI (NANDURBAR): Hon. Speaker Sir, I rise to oppose the
introduction of the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill,
2026 under Rule 72 (1) of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in Lok Sabha.

      Sir, this Bill, as the hon. Minister said, is amending more than
79 laws.
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If you can pay, you can violate the law. This is licence to
violate and everything that is forgiven is everything that is
forgotten. I want to say that there is administrative oversight.
Appeals also lie within the Executive. The Executive becomes the
judge, jury, and enforcer. There is a lack of judicial oversight. It is
violative of Article 21, Article 245, and Article 246 of the
Constitution, which talk about the legislative competence of the
Parliament.

Sir, I want to say just one more thing. It is violative of Article 14
also, where the rich corporations escape liability and poor people
face coercive enforcement. Therefore, the violation of laws of drugs
and cosmetics, infrastructure and highways, labour and industrial
laws harm lives, yet only fines have been made instead of
imprisonment. Therefore, I want to state that the Bill is arbitrary and
overboard, undermines criminal justice system, promotes
economic inequality, encourages corruption, worsens deterrence
against corporate crimes, and should be re-examined thinking of
the long-term impacts. It violates the basic structure of the
Constitution and the rule of law. Therefore, I object to the
introduction of this Bill. This Bill should be sent back to the Joint
Parliamentary Committee. Thank you, Speaker, Sir.
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SHRI JITIN PRASADA: Hon. Speaker, Sir, you are absolutely right. Hon. 
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■■■■ ■■■■ ■■■ ■■■ The two Members have raised specific
queries. If you allow, I can give a short clarification.

The Members have raised point number one that this Jan
Vishwas Bill is replacing imprisonment with fines. So, I would just
like to inform, through you, to this House that it is not about
replacing imprisonment with fines, this is about only procedural
defaults, small, minor, where decriminalisation has been done.
Major violations, serious offences are not diluted in any manner.
The reform process has been carefully structured to exclude critical
areas such as the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, laws related to
national security, labour codes, armed forces, international
obligations. These are not under this purview. So, these are all
minor offences that have been done away with. It is very wrong to
say that you can pay your way through and not get imprisoned. It is
not like what you have said.

      The other point raised by the hon. Member is that not enough
consultation has been undertaken. That, again, is not correct.
Extensive consultations have gone into this. High-level committees
of NITI Aayog have deliberated on the matter. There have been
discussions in the inter-Ministerial committees, and interactions
have taken place with industry associations such as FICCI and CII.
Views from citizens and diverse stakeholders have also been taken
into account.
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SHRI JITIN PRASADA: Sir, I introduce the Bill.
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