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KARNATAKA ACT NO. 43 OF 2020
(First Published in the Karnataka Gazette Extra-ordinary on the 19th day of October, 2020)
THE KARNATAKA PROHIBITION OF BEGGARY (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2020

(Received the assent of Governor on the 19t day of October, 2020)

An Act further to amend the Karnataka Prohibition of Beggary Act, 1975.

Whereas it is expedient to amend the Karnataka Prohibition of Beggary Act,
1975 (Karnataka Act 27 of 1975) for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

Be it enacted by Karnataka State Legislature in the seventy first year of the
Republic of India as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the Karnataka
Prohibition of Beggary (Amendment) Act, 2020.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

(1)
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2. Substitution of section 14.- For section 14 of the Karnataka Prohibition of
Beggary Act, 1975 (Karnataka Act 27 of 1975), the following shall be
substituted, namely:-

"14. Medical examination and detention of beggars under certain
circumstances.- (1) Where it appears to the Government that any beggar
detained in an institution under any order of a magistrate is suffering from
mental illness or any contagious disease, the Government may, by an order
setting forth the grounds for the belief that the beggar is suffering from mental
illness or any contagious disease, order his removal to a mental health
establishment or a government or private hospital or medical institution or other
place of safe custody, there to be kept and treated as the Government direct
during the term for which he has been ordered to be detained, or if on the
expiration of that term, it is certified by a Government Medical Officer that it is
necessary for the safety of the beggar or of others that he should be further
detained under medical care or treatment, then until he is discharged according
to law.

(2) Where it appears to the Government that the beggar has ceased to be of
mental illness or is cured of any contagious disease, the Government shall, by an
order direct the person having charge of the beggar if still liable to be kept in
custody, send him to the institution from which he was removed or if the beggar
is no longer liable to be kept in custody, order him to be discharged.

(3) Subject to the provision of sub-section (2), the provisions of section 104
of the Mental Health Care Act, 2017(Central Act 10 of 2017) or the corresponding
provision of any other law in force in any area of the State, shall apply to every
beggar confined in a mental health establishment or a Government or private
hospital or medical institution under sub-section (1) after the expiration of the
period for which he was ordered to be detained; and the time during which a
beggar is admitted in a mental health establishment or a Government or private
hospital or medical institution under that sub-section shall be reckoned as part
of the period for which he may be ordered by the magistrate to be detained.

Provided that, where the removal of a beggar due to mental illness or any
contagious disease is immediately necessary, it shall be open to the authorities
of the institution in which the beggar is detained to apply to a court having
jurisdiction under the Mental Health Care Act, 2017 (Central Act 10 of 2017) or
under any corresponding law in force in any area of the State for an immediate
order of committal to a mental health establishment or a Government or private
hospital or medical institution until such time as the orders of the Government
can be obtained in the matter.”

By Order and in the name of
the Governor of Karnataka,

(K. DWARAKANATH BABU)
Secretary to Government
Department of Parliamentary
Affairs and Legislation
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The above translation of the Karnataka Prohibition of Beggary (Amendment)
Act, 2020 (Karnataka Act 43 of 2020) shall be authoritative text in the Kannada
language under section 5-A of the Karnataka Official Language Act, 1963
(Karnataka Act 26 of 1963).
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