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T3, 4431(31).— T AT i HEFe gt (FEHEw) £t gt F aqaer § i q997-
THT 9¢ T 60 70 F6T 93 ATSEGEATA/ARLT FT STTEFHAT Fd gU, ST AIEH TS aHq Jarad o
Tetarg At dfaarars sraeastt & aga af=at i stfaewm s afafa (SHhue) 7 79 w2 8, 5 avhr
o g Aeferfed sv=mT, afteal T Ft % A qarHiE &= i g4} G st auiq @-

TR U, TAsuerdt, Hreud, SUHUE i vAsuedy (wuardy) F yFrert & forw wi=at i stdewre e
afafa (SHTH) F7 727 w2 8

1. gf=Et i st yrw afafa i @
Tf=ai st AT ST AT (SH0) § Faforiad geeg g, T9iq:-
(F) Tf=a, YSIraH T T T JATAT,
(@) =f=a, =27 fFamT; &
() mt=a, f&fer ve = @ (At vt=a)
Ford foF af=ra (Frarem) wier a2 qrae (w7 gafea adt amet § g F g 2R
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Ford g off T gt ol oo § @, FeT & TUET FS 7T H91 aREd T oTfAe 8, a8t dated
HATAT AT (9T % = 7 T it FEATRT § AW 9 & o0 HEa B ST @&t g

2.

gt $t st Tw AT F sfgwr ud w6

qi=at it sfeepre ae FiAfT Fr Feferfed afmt € o7 ag ReEteread w1 F

.

9.

ATTALT/ETTHUER/AETTH FrAT ZIT T THIEAT FY T Ieg, TATITT HLA T (FIRTTLLT FEATI
ATAAE-F H AT o ST THT T ST H FHT AT/ 6 Torg A1 oY dieareds ot oY
AT F ATIEST AT SATAT T AT, ANTHT SRS At J1¥ F forw wige dEErst s aret
FEqTaSTl T FArRTier e

T, TAHA ST 21T F 918 SATe T T e & forw Awrfer &7

THT |1 & foeqmr, qEarst & I=«d o7 Sae-Haradt 99-ad died GIaarc® qal ol qGarerT
AT

T, Hfaerett oY N F Iraam= & gatad TS S0 FHEAT

Tg A giaarar it fuawar ¥ gefaa gieaarcns Tragm i & Fieada s TATAT 6 o0 G g0
IBTU ST AT AT il (RIRITET AT, FIGT H TRAAT AT HiGQhT & arteshrd, f{at a7 gafat
FT A o0 qemast & qgd 3F THAE/aTat i 97 i = o Rrertier war s 3 froest
=T 2025 # qivariua o =T )

afafy grr gefda amet § argr vfafsa @awst f affy (@(:7E522) gra & 72 e sie
fAroer Tt 97 Aot oA

SEATATE TSTTTH TATAT TL AR AAAT o6 HIATAIT § HISATSAT 6l L HLA o [T TR FIT
ISTT ST AT TR 1T T FRrwrier 2

ATATFH-T § HIS[ET ATTAAT T THTEAT FEAT A RRTIN FEAT ST FNAT AT Aferf==aa 1948
i duastt e 2025 F |1 @fed w3 & o srEers Aifaat § @ ff oRomd afiade)
HisEaT it s et stfarfRem/froast et & G £ Rafa 7, st/ s
BT ST U ATHet #§, S wisger At # swaead afiady £ frerfer wom)

3. w3, Truesht sfw o=y #ot g7 SHiue oRriert it S S T=ierd T2 ST il
4, ITh ATEAAT ATTHT TS | THb TR il TG F AR T

[W1.9. TeFTdIT=T-11019(18)/17/2025-Tad Tuer-3rs-iu=sit (3-53311) |
IERIERICE R

AL

. UTHd® 49 F forw afeEt F aefier ¥ getaa Tf9-fsiT siv @fEerEms od, [Faoe @i 37

gt gem fawis 28.2.2019
qgAaT-g

. AILIRNTT GISSIaTa i w0 Sl I A11d fadih 20.08.2018

T, TEIH ATHIL & 3T GIoT T AT % [T IcATE TGATRIAT Hiaarent & faeqre it ffd 7w
28.03.2016

TF-UASUAAT 79U iRl & o7 Icaraq AgATREar dfaarst & e & o ©ifa e
07.04.2017
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MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 10th August, 2026

S.0. 4431(E).— In pursuance of the approval of the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)
and in supersession of all previous notifications/orders issued from time to time constituting the Empowered
Committee of Secretaries (ECS) under various contractual regimes relating to upstream petroleum operations,
the Central Government hereby constitutes an Empowered Committee of Secretaries (ECS) for the purposes
of Nomination fields and all contractual regimes namely, Pre-NELP, NELP, CBM, DSF and HELP (OALP),
with the following composition, powers and functions:

1. Composition of Empowered Committee of Secretaries:
The Empowered Committee of Secretaries (ECS) shall consist of the following members, namely:—
(a) Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas;
(b) Secretary, Department of Expenditure; and
(c) Secretary, Ministry of Law and Justice (Law Secretary).

Provided that Secretary (Coal) shall be a member of the Committee in all matters relating to Coal Bed
Methane (CBM).

Provided further that where any matter involves mines, coal fields or any other energy asset, the Secretary
of the concerned Ministry or Department may be invited to participate in the proceedings of the
Committee.

2. Powers and Functions of the Empowered Committee of Secretaries:

The Empowered Committee of Secretaries is vested with the following powers and shall perform the
following functions:

Review and recommend operationalisation of OALP/ DSF/ CBM bid rounds.

b. Finalizing fiscal and contractual terms and bidding parameters for all blocks/ fields in all category
basins Policy as in Annexure-A; recommend Model Contracts and bid documents of upcoming
hydrocarbon bid rounds.

Recommend for award of contracts after successful bidding rounds.

d. Resolve contractual issues, including extension of timelines, operationalization of contracts and
inter-ministerial coordination.

e. Issue clarifications relating to provisions of contracts and policies.

f. Recommend actions to be taken by the Government for implementation and operationalization of
contractual provisions, including those relating to stability of leases and contracts, examine and
recommend quantum of damages/ claims payable under change in law or compensation for taking
away the rights, interests or assets of the contractor as defined as in the PNG Rules 2025

g. Decide on recommendations and settlement agreements made by the Committee of External Eminent
Experts (CEEE) in matters referred to it.

h. Recommend such actions to be taken by the Government for removal of difficulties, in the
implementation of policies applicable to upstream petroleum operations.

i. To review and make recommendations in existing policies as in Annexure-B and any consequential
change in the policies required to align with the amended ORD Act 1948 and PNG Rules 2025. In
case of contradiction of existing policies and ORD Act/ PNG Rules, Act/ Rules shall prevail and, in
such cases, the ECS shall recommend for required change in the existing policies.
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3. The prevailing practice of approval of ECS recommendations by Minister, PNG and Finance Minister
will continue.

4. The said notification shall come into force on the date of its publication in the Official Gazette.

[F. No. EXPL-11019(18)/17/2025-expl-I-PNG (E-53311)]
VINOD SESHAN, Jt. Secy.

ANNEXURE-A

1. Policy related to Categorization of Basins-Fiscal and contractual terms, Marketing and pricing
reforms for Natural Gas dated 28.2.2019

ANNEXURE-B

1. Exploration and Exploitation of Unconventional Hydrocarbons Policy dated 20.08.2018.

2. Policy for the Grant of Extension to the Production Sharing Contracts for small, medium sized and
discovered fields dated 28.03.2016 .

3. Policy for the Grant of Extension to the Production Sharing Contracts for Pre-NELP Exploration
Blocks dated 07.04.2017.
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