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“ From perusal of the order sheet, it transpires that on 26.08.2022, the following order was
passed:-
"Connect and list alongwith Writ Petition No. 25649 (SS) of 2021.

Opposite parties may file counter affidavit in the meantime.

From perusal of the same it transpires that the respondents were directed to file counter
affidavit, but no counter has been filed as yet.

| have noticed that several dates were fixed i.e. 03.03.2023, 22.03.2023, 26.04.2023,
26.04.2023, 14.09.2023, 18.11.2023, 24.01.2024, 06.03.2024, 19.09.2024, 23.09.2024,
27.05.2025, 12.09.2025 and subsequently on 10.10.2025, the following order was passed:-

"As prayed by Mr. P.K. Singh, learned counsel for the State, two weeks and no more time is
granted for filing counter affidavit.

List/put up this matter in the week commencing 03.11.2025 in-terms of earlier order."

This Court while accommodating the State Counsel, given further two weeks and no more
time for filing counter affidavit. After 10.10.2025 as many as five dates have been fixed, but
no counter affidavit has been filed, till date.

Learned counsel for the State has placed the letters dated 18.12.2025, 24.01.2026,
14.10.2025 and 14.11.2025, wherein, the order for filing counter affidavit has been
communicated.

It is a startling fact that even after the order passed by this Court for filing counter affidavit,
three years back and after affording further opportunity of filing the same by fixing more
than 15 dates, no counter affidavit has been filed by the respondent-authorities.

It is also apparent that in the month of October 2025, considering the several occasions
provided for filing the counter affidavit, which was of no avail, this Court passed the order
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while granting further two weeks and no more time, but even then, the counter affidavit
has not been filed.

This is very painful situation for any litigant who approaches this Court with the hope that
his or her grievance will be considered and decided promptly, but such sluggishness on the
part of the authorities, does not only hamper the litigant's hope but also creates acute
hindrance, in the functioning of the Courts; therefore, such practice cannot be appreciated.

List/put this matter on February 12, 2026 within the top 10 cases.

As a last opportunity, it is provided that if the counter affidavit is not filed by the date
fixed, the Additional Chief Secretary, Panchayati Raj, Government of UP, Lucknow, shall
join the proceedings of this Court, through video conferencing.

In addition, it is also provided that the Additional Chief Secretary himself shall look into the
matter and shall inquire that who is the erring officer/official for not filing the counter
affidavit, as directed vide order dated 26.08.2022 and a report shall also be placed before
this Court on the said date.

This order shall also be communicated to the Principal Secretary, Law, to inform all the
departments of the State Government to conduct a review/scrutiny of such cases, where,
the orders for filing of counter affidavits, have not been complied with.

The Chief Standing Counsel concerned is also directed to evolve a mechanism so as to find
out the cases, which are listed before the Court and the counter affidavits/affidavits are
not filed, even after the directions of this Court.”
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