
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 847

TO BE ANSWERED ON 4TH FEBRUARY, 2026

LEAK PROOF DELIVERY OF FOODGRAINS UNDER THE PDS

847. SHRI BRIJMOHAN AGRAWAL:

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
be pleased to state:

(a): the details of the systemic challenges currently affecting the leak-proof delivery of
foodgrains within the Public Distribution System network including the measures being
undertaken by the Government to address potential gaps in the supply chain;

(b): the details of the specific quality control protocols that are in place to ensure that
foodgrains distributed under the National Food Security Act (NFSA) consistently meet the Fair
Average Quality (FAQ) standards along with the number of complaints/violations have been
recorded by the department for the delivery of substandard quality to the beneficiaries;

(c): the details of the steps taken by the Government to strengthen the monitoring framework
at Fair Price Shops to prevent the distribution of non-standard stocks to beneficiaries; and

(d): the details regarding the reach of the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY) including the total number of beneficiaries and the financial outlay utilized since its
inception in the Country, State/UT-wise, especially in Chhattisgarh?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE FOR MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,

FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

(SHRIMATI NIMUBEN JAYANTIBH Al BAMBHANIYA)

(a): As part of the Government’s digital initiatives to enhance reach, effectiveness and leak-

proof delivery of foodgrains through Public Distribution System (PDS), the ration card/beneficiary

database has been 100% digitised across all States and Union Territories, with 99.9% ration cards

Aadhaar-seeded and 99.2% beneficiaries aadhaar seeded,

This has enabled beneficiaries to access their full entitlements at Fair Price Shops through e-

PoS devices using their Ration Card Number or Aadhaar Number with biometric authentication.

Further, initiatives such as One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC), Mera Ration App and Anna

Sahayata have expanded the reach of food security benefits, thereby improving the effectiveness of

PDS



(b) & (c): The Department has formulated and issued a Quality Control Manual to uniformly

maintain the quality standards of foodgrains from procurement to its distribution to the eligible

beneficiaries through various social security programmes of OoI.

Further, Storage and Research Division of the Department is also mandated to undertake

quality control activities with respect to the foodgrains stocks meant for central pool and its

monitoring during procurement, storage as well as distribution to the eligible beneficiaries through

various social security programmes. These activities are undertaken on a regular basis.

Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) under National Food Security Act (NFSA),

2013 is operated under the joint responsibility of the Central and the State/ Union Territory (UT)

Governments. The operational responsibilities for allocation of foodgrains within the States/ UTs,

identification of eligible beneficiaries, issuance of ration cards to them, distribution of foodgrains to

eligible beneficiaries under of TPDS, issuance of license to Fair Price Shop dealers, the supervision

over and monitoring of functioning of FPSs of etc. rest with the concerned State/UT Governments.

Accordingly, as and when any type of complaints/grievances related to TPDS are received in this

Department from any source, they are sent to concerned State/ UT Governments and Division

Section of the Department for inquiry and appropriate action.

Further, specific complaint cases related to the distribution of substandard wheat are not

maintained or compiled by the Department. Moreover, 30014 complaints/grievances related to

TPDS sent to the States/UTs Government from January, 2021 to December, 2025.

Union Government has laid down a robust mechanism to seamlessly distribute the food

grains under PNIGKAY to around 80 Crore Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana

(PMGKAY) beneficiaries through Fair Price Shops in all the State/UTs.

(d): Statement indicating the State/UT-wise number of beneficiaries covered under the Pradhan

Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) during last years and present year in the country is

at Annexure-I:

The Department reimburses the expenditure incurred by States, that have opted for

Decentralized Procurement (DCP) mode (including Chhattisgarh) for distribution of food-grains to

the beneficiaries of Central Schemes as per allocation made by Government of India. The

difference between Economic Cost and Central Issue Price (CIP), at which foodgrains are issued to

States, is reimbursed to Food Corporation of India (FCI) and DCP States as food subsidy. The food

subsidy released to DCP States & FCI is made as per budgetary allocation made by M/o Finance.

State wise funds are not allocated by M/o Finance. Further, funds are also released by Food



Corporation of India (FCI) to the States for the quantum of food-grains handed over to them by

States for Central Pool. The two food subsidy schemes (Food Subsidy to FCI and Food Subsidy to

DCP States) have been subsumed as Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY). The

detail of funds released to DCP States (including Chhattisgarh) and FCI as food subsidy from FY

2020-21 to till date is at Annexure-II
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Annexu re-I

The Statement indicating the State/UT-wise number of beneficiaries covered under the PMGKAY
during last years and present year in the country
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Annexu re-II

The detail of funds released to DCP States (including Chhattisgarh) and FCI as food subsidy from FY
2020-21 to 2025-26 (till date)
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From April, 2020 to December 2022 under Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyaan Anna Yojana
(PMIGKAY), 5Kg per month per person free of cost food grain was distributed to all AAY and
PHH beneficiaries.
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