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Prime Minister: Alright, let’s begin. Tell me!

Student: I am Saanvi Acharya, from your own state, Gujarat. My first question is this: Parents worry
about us, teachers support us. But the main issue arises when teachers suggest one study pattern, parents
insist on another, and among students there is yet another trend. At that time, we get confused about which
pattern is correct.

Prime Minister: See, this is how it is in life also. Even after becoming Prime Minister, some people tell
me to do things one way, others say do it another way. Look at your own home during meals-everyone has
a different eating pattern. One starts with vegetables.

Student: Yes, sir!

Prime Minister: Another begins with dal.

Student: Yes, sir!

Prime Minister: Someone else mixes roti, sabzi, and dal all together. Each one has a different pattern,
isn’t it?

Student: Yes, sir!

Prime Minister: And what about you? Do you copy theirs?

Student: No, sir!

Prime Minister: You eat in your own pattern, and that’s when you enjoy it, right?

Student: Yes, sir!

Prime Minister: Similarly, some people feel they study best at night. Others prefer waking up at 4 a.m.
Everyone has their own pattern.

Student: Yes, sir!

Prime Minister: But some people are dishonest. At night they tell their mother, “From tomorrow I’ll start
studying in the morning.” But when the mother wakes them up, they say, “No, not now,” and keep
postponing.

Student: Yes, sir!

Prime Minister: The first thing is: trust your own pattern. But also listen carefully to suggestions, try to
understand them. If you feel that adding something to your pattern will help, then add it-not because
someone said so, but because your own experience tells you so. For example, when I started Pariksha Pe



Charcha, I had one pattern. Gradually, I kept improving it.

Student: Yes, sir!

Prime Minister: I kept changing it. This time I even did it in different states. So I changed my pattern too,
but I never abandoned the original one.

Student: Yes, sir!

Student: His nature was very good. He was very friendly. He mingled with all of us children easily. The
Prime Minister told us that we should listen to everyone’s pattern, take some good qualities from each, but
focus on our own pattern. We should adopt the best qualities and gradually improve our own way.

Student: Narmade, sir!

Prime Minister: Narmade Har!

Student: Sir, my name is Ayush Tiwari. My question is: Often we cannot match the speed of the school or
teacher. In trying to cover what we missed, we also lose track of the next chapters and fall behind. How
should we manage this situation?

Prime Minister: So you have a complaint against your teacher?

Student: No, sir!

Prime Minister: But cleverly, you have conveyed your complaint against the teacher. So I will answer on
behalf of the teacher.

Student: Yes, sir!

Prime Minister: A teacher should try to keep the speed just one step ahead of the student-not too much.
The goal should be within reach, but not easily grasped.

Student: Yes, sir!

Student: Sir, in Exam Warrior it is written, Mantra 26: “Goal should be within reach but not easily
achievable.”

Prime Minister: Wow! You all remember everything?

Student: Yes, sir!

Prime Minister: See, if the teacher goes fifty steps ahead, the student will say, “This is too far, I can’t do
it.” Just like a farmer ploughs the field, a teacher must plough the student’s mind. How? Suppose in the
third week of January, the teacher plans to teach a history lesson. On January 1, they should announce: “In
the first week, I’ll teach this lesson; in the second week, this one; in the third week, this one.” Then you
know what’s coming in the next three weeks. The teacher can say, “Start reading it before I teach. Come
prepared, ask questions.”

Student: Yes, sir!

Prime Minister: If you need to, search on Google and come prepared.

Student: Yes, sir!

Prime Minister: And when the lesson is actually taught, what will happen?

Student: Sir, we will feel curiosity.

Student: Sir, we will be curious. We will understand better because we already studied it.

Student: Our focus will also improve.



Prime Minister: Mansi!

Student: Sir, if a chapter seems very interesting, we will want to know more, which will help us revise it
better.

Prime Minister: Tell me, isn’t this a simple method?

Student: Yes, sir!

Prime Minister: Then will you face a problem with the teacher’s speed?

Student: No, sir!

Prime Minister: Will you feel left behind?

Student: No, sir!

Prime Minister: Why? Because you went one step ahead of the teacher.

Student: Yes, sir!

Prime Minister: Plough the mind, then connect the mind, and then place the subjects of study. You will
always find students successful this way.

Student: Not everyone gets the opportunity to sit face-to-face with the Honourable Prime Minister, ask
questions, and share their thoughts. He told us that instead of being two steps behind the teacher, we
should be two steps ahead. Then we can never fall behind.

Student: Namaste, Sir!

Prime Minister: Yes, Namaste!

Student: I am Shreya Pradhan from Sikkim. Sir, I have composed a song myself. It is written in three
languages.

Prime Minister: Oh, wonderful!

Student: In Hindi, Nepali, and Bengali. It is a patriotic song.

Prime Minister: Yes, please sing it!

Student: The title I have given is Hamāra Bhārat Bhūmi (Our Land of India).

Prime Minister: So you enjoy writing poetry?

Student: Yes, Sir! Mostly I write poems about nature.

Prime Minister: Ah, about nature!

Student: A few times I have also written about humanity. Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Alright, let’s hear it!

Student: Our India is the land of sages. Our India is the land of sages. Unity in diversity, a peaceful
environment. Unity in diversity, a peaceful environment. Beloved of gods and goddesses, humanity is our
true abode.

Prime Minister: Excellent! Very beautiful! You spoke of the unity of the nation. One India, Best India.
Mansi, you must also have a song?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Which one will you sing? Tell me.



Student: Sir, I want to sing a song.

Prime Minister: Yes, go ahead!

Student: Sir, this song was written by my mother, and it is dedicated to students.

Prime Minister: Oh, very nice. Please sing!

Student: Keep moving forward, keep moving forward. Keep doing, keep achieving. The whole world will
follow you, keep fighting against difficulties. The whole world will follow you, keep fighting against
difficulties. Keep moving forward, keep advancing.

Prime Minister: Wah! Splendid! Please convey my congratulations to your mother.

Student: Thank you, Sir!

Prime Minister: Your mother has written something truly inspiring!

Student: Sir, I also have a YouTube channel, a Facebook page, and Instagram.

Prime Minister: Oh, really!

Student: Yes, Sir! My Facebook page has one and a half lakh followers.

Prime Minister: One and a half lakh!

Student: I enjoyed this very much, and for me it is a great honor and pride that I met you.

Prime Minister: Come, everyone, please sit down! Today I welcomed you with what in Assam is called a
gamocha. It is very special, my most cherished possession. Its weaving is beautiful. Moreover, it is a
symbol of women’s empowerment in Assam and the Northeast. It is made at home, and truly shows how
the women’s strength and power work there. It fills the heart with respect and admiration. So I felt I
should present the children today with Assam’s gamocha.

Students: Thank you, Sir! Thank you, Sir!

Student: My name is Sabavat Venkatesh.

Prime Minister: Yes, Venkatesh Garu, tell me!

Student: Sir, I am very interested in technology and robotics. Nowadays, many people say skills are more
important, while others say marks are more important. Thinking about this creates fear in us. So please tell
us, Sir, are skills more important or marks?

Prime Minister: This question of what is more important-this or that, eating or sleeping, studying or
playing-has one common answer: balance. Everything must be in balance. If you lean too much to one
side, will you fall or not?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: And if you maintain proper balance, will you ever fall?

Student: No, Sir!

Prime Minister: So that is the simple truth. Now, about skills: there are two kinds. One is life skills. The
other is professional skills. If someone asks me which is more important, I will say both. Tell me, without
study, without observation, without knowledge, can any skill be acquired?

Student: No, Sir!

Prime Minister: So the beginning of skill is always knowledge.

Student: Yes, Sir!



Prime Minister: Therefore, knowledge is not less important. Suppose you have studied very well, but one
day your parents go out. You are hungry, the kitchen is full of food, but you don’t know what to do, which
container has what, how to cook. Why? Because you never paid attention. That is why life skills are
essential for everyday living. Knowing your routine, your sleep schedule, exercising according to your
age, learning new exercises, speaking confidently when meeting people, knowing how to buy a ticket at
the railway station-these are life skills you must absorb.

Now, professional skills: suppose you want to be a doctor. Your medical skills must be constantly updated.
It is not enough to say, “I was number one in university, so I can operate.” No. If you want to be a heart
specialist, books can help you, but they cannot make you one. You become a heart specialist only when
you actually work with patients, at every stage, and develop your skill. Similarly, if you want to be a
lawyer, you may know all the constitutional provisions, punishments, and bail rules. But to become a
practicing lawyer, you must work as a junior under another lawyer.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Professional skills must be learned. You must progress through them. Life skills cannot
be compromised-100% they must be achieved. Professional skills must be continuously updated in
whichever profession you choose. Earlier, heart patients had less technology; today, new technology
exists. Even if you are 40 years old, you must learn the new technology. So education and skill are like
twin siblings. They are not separate. But skill is indispensable in life.

Student: I belong to a very poor family. My family feels proud that their son got this opportunity. They
were very excited to know I would speak with you. For us, it was a great chance to talk to you.

Student: Jai Hind, Sir! My name is Imota K Shyam. I am from Sainik School, Imphal, Manipur. Sir, you
have been a great inspiration to me since childhood, and my birthday also falls on the same day as yours.

Prime Minister: Oh! Just recently a leader called me on my birthday, September 17. He said, “You have
turned 75.” I replied, “No, 25 are still left.” I do not count what has passed; I count what remains. That is
why I say to you: do not waste time counting what is gone. Think about how to live what is left. Now tell
me!

Student: Sir, my question is: When we prepare for board exams or school exams, we look at past years’
questions and decide which topics are more important. We think some topics will not be focused on by the
examiner, so we skip them. Is this the right approach?

Prime Minister: Sometimes you must have seen newspaper headlines saying, “This year’s paper was
very tough.”

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Students suffered a lot. Why does this happen? Was the syllabus outside the exam?

Student: No, Sir!

Prime Minister: But it feels tough because you focused only on the three or four questions repeated over
ten years.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Earlier there were “sure suggestions,” then “important questions,” then “ten years’
papers will give you the pattern.”

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: This problem existed even when I was a student. Some teachers spread this habit. They
think, “If my school scores well, my class scores well, I will only teach what gets marks.”



Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Good teachers, however, teach the entire syllabus for holistic development. They make
students work on the whole syllabus, and explain its usefulness in life. Look at a sportsman: if he wants to
be a bowler, will he only strengthen his shoulder muscles? Will that make him a good bowler?

Student: No, Sir!

Prime Minister: What else must he do?

Student: He must exercise, do yoga.

Prime Minister: Yes, exercise, strengthen the whole body, strengthen the mind.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: He must also adjust his diet accordingly.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: He must sleep properly too. He only throws the ball, but he prepares his whole body,
doesn’t he?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: If one part of the body is weak-say the shoulder is strong, speed is good, but the leg
doesn’t work properly-will he be able to bowl?

Student: No, Sir!

Prime Minister: Just as a player must care for the whole body to master his game, so too education is not
just for exams. Education is the medium to build life. Exams are not the ultimate goal; they are a way to
examine ourselves. The ultimate goal cannot be exam marks. The ultimate goal must be the complete
development of life. Therefore, do not limit yourself to ten questions or past papers. That does not mean
you should ignore them-you should do them too, but give them only 10%

Student: Yes, Sir!

Student: Sir, I want to ask you this question: In the subjects where I need to work harder, I feel pressure
because instead of focusing on them, I also have to perform well in the pre-boards. How can I maintain
balance in my studies?

Prime Minister: This is a concern for everyone. In the first quarter, we did well in some subjects. In the
second quarter, in others. Then we start wondering-what should I do now, this or that? We must always
keep the student within us alert and alive. Education should not be a compulsion. Education should not be
a burden. It requires total involvement-complete involvement. Without that, half-hearted education will
never make life successful. This obsession with marks, marks, marks-it is a kind of illness. Tell me, do you
remember the names of the top ten scorers in last year’s board exams? Very difficult to recall, isn’t it?
Even if you saw their photos in the newspaper, read their names, and there was applause, within a month
you would forget. Even their own schoolmates may not remember how many marks they got.

Student: No, Sir!

Prime Minister: That shows how little importance these things really have.

Student: They are remembered only for a short time.

Prime Minister: Exactly, only for a short while.

Student: Yes, Sir! Yes, Sir!



Prime Minister: Nothing more than that. Therefore, instead of tying our minds to numbers and marks, we
should ask ourselves: where is my life heading? And we must keep testing ourselves-not just in the
classroom or examination hall, but constantly.

Student: Sir, my question is: When we study, many distracting thoughts come to mind, so we cannot
focus. We read, but then forget quickly. How can we keep ourselves calm at that time?

Prime Minister: For example, today you have come here. If someone asks you about this program 25
years from now, will you forget it or remember it?

Student: We will remember, Sir. This is very memorable.

Student: Sir, this is a very special moment, meeting you.

Prime Minister: It is not just because it is “special.” It is because you are fully involved. From the
moment you left home, your mind was filled with thoughts-Delhi, PM, visiting the PM’s residence. Even
yesterday you must have spoken about it at home: “Tomorrow morning I have to go.” This means you
were completely involved, right?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: That is why even after 20 or 25 years, you will remember everything about today.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Another way to remember is to share with friends. In your class, make friends with one
or two students who are less bright, and tell them, “I will teach you.” Also, approach students who are
smarter than you and say, “Sit with me for 5–10 minutes. I am thinking this way, is it correct? Please
correct me.” Then you gain double benefits.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Student: When we take their opinion, we get more thoughts about what else can be added.

Prime Minister: And does that help?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: New ideas come.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: And your mind opens up completely.

Student: When I asked him my question directly and he gave me a satisfactory answer, it felt like we
were living our dream. Because not everyone gets this chance-it is not in everyone’s destiny. So I feel very
fortunate.

Student: Sat Sri Akal, Sir!

Prime Minister: Sat Sri Akal!

Student: My name is Ekam Kaur. I am from Punjab. My question is: Students in Class 12 prepare for both
board exams and competitive exams at the same time. Is this right? Because the exam patterns are very
different, and both exams come around the same time.

Prime Minister: Your concern is valid. It is like playing cricket while at the same time having to play a
football match. Then you wonder-should I prepare for cricket or football?

Student: Yes, Sir!



Prime Minister: My advice is that your first priority must be the Class 12 board exams. But if, as a
student, you have absorbed the syllabus connected to your age and class, then competitive exams will not
require separate effort.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: They will be a by-product. Some parents think these things must be achieved earlier than
necessary.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: I would tell parents: let children blossom according to their capacity, ability, and interest.

Student: Sir, I have another question.

Prime Minister: Yes.

Student: I am very interested in gaming. But society tells me to leave gaming and focus only on studies.
Yet I feel my future could be in gaming. How will I know whether I am on the right path or the wrong
one?

Prime Minister: Parents’ nature is such that at first they scold: “Don’t do it, don’t do it.”

Student: Yes, Sir!

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: But still you quietly continue. And suppose you win a medal-what will they do then?

Student: They will be happy!

Prime Minister: They will go around the whole neighborhood saying, “Look, my son achieved this, my
son achieved that.” Your success becomes their honor.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Then they join you wholeheartedly.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: India has so many stories and fables. Have you ever thought of creating a game based on
the Panchatantra? You could become a game creator. Just like Mansi has her own page, you too can create
a social media profile and design one or two games yourself. Launch them, and when your family sees
that 10,000 or 20,000 people are playing your game, they will start giving you ideas: “Make a game on the
story of Hanuman ji,” or “Create a game on Abhimanyu-how will he escape the chakravyuh?” You will get
new ideas. So your interest in gaming is a good thing. Never hesitate. But remember, gaming should not
just be for passing time. Data is cheap in India, technology is not too expensive, so keep working at it. But
gaming should not become gambling. I have already passed a law that games involving betting money are
destructive.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: That must not be allowed. But gaming is a skill, and it requires speed-lots of speed.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Your alertness in gaming can also help in your personal development. But aim to master
high-quality games and build your expertise. Will you do that?

Student: Yes, Sir!



Student: Visiting the PM’s residence was very exciting for me. He spoke to us in a friendly way, listened
carefully to our questions, and gave us excellent answers.

Student: Namaste, Sir!

Prime Minister: Namaste!

Student: Sir, earlier I used to feel stress and anxiety about exams. But after reading your book, I
overcame my fear. For this, we all wrote quotes. I used to be scared of exams but now it is my friend -
Maitri in Gujarati.

Student: Earlier, I used to feel nervous seeing how others studied, comparing myself to them. But after
reading Exam Warrior, I realized my technique is unique, and it works best for me. Sir, I used to be scared
of dissection, but now I have no fear.

Student: Sir, I wrote: I used to be scared of time management but now it is my friend. Since childhood, I
have struggled with time management. Everyone-family, school, friends would tell me, “Do things
quickly, you are talented, you have ideas, but you don’t finish on time.” That was my biggest problem. But
I learned from Exam Warrior. Now I wake up early every morning.

Prime Minister: Let me share a simple method. Before sleeping at night, write in your diary the tasks you
must do tomorrow. The next day, check them off. If you wrote five tasks but completed only three, mark
the two that remain. Then ask yourself why they were left undone. Maybe you spent too much time on the
phone with friends, or wasted 30 minutes on a TV serial. You will realize where you can save time. Often
we don’t even know how we waste time. If you learn time management and productive use of time, you
will never feel pressure or fatigue. For example, I have so many responsibilities, but I don’t feel stressed
because I developed the habit of using time wisely long ago.

Student: I used to think maths was a ghost, but now I am the ghost. As a child, I was terrified of maths, as
if it were a ghost. But now I have come so close to it that I cannot live without maths.

Prime Minister: Oh! That’s a big change. Have you seen Vedic Mathematics?

Student: No.

Prime Minister: Online classes in Vedic Mathematics are available. It feels like magic tricks. If you take
interest, you will enjoy it greatly. You can even show your friends maths games of that kind, and your
interest will grow further.

Student: Sir, I used to be scared of exams but now it is my friend. When the exam date sheet came, I used
to panic. But the first mantra of Exam Warrior says we should treat exams as a festival, with enthusiasm
and joy. Reading that gave me a lot of motivation.

Prime Minister: Sometimes the problems you face come from within the family. The lessons that helped
you can also help them. At least ask your elders at home to read Pariksha Pe Charcha. Discuss it with
them.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: And if there is a mantra you like, underline it and tell them, “Look, the PM said this-read
it.”

Student: Sir, my mother read all the mantras and she was very happy.

Prime Minister: See, your strength has increased.



Student: I used to be scared of low marks but now it is my friend. Earlier, I thought marks were
everything. When my marks were low, I felt it was the end of everything. But after reading your book, I
understood that exams are just preparation for life. You gave us the example of Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam.

Prime Minister: Yes, you remember?

Student: He faced failure, but if he had not tried again, we would never have had the “Missile Man of
India.” That taught me that exam marks mean nothing. If we keep trying, we can do better.

Prime Minister: Now that your tension is gone, do you feel like learning something new?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Singing, playing an instrument, painting-do such thoughts come?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: And are you doing it when you get time?

Student: Yes, Sir! I have started writing poems.

Prime Minister: Writing poems-very good!

Student: I used to be scared of presentations but now it’s my friend. Watching you, Sir, I saw how
confident you are. Reading your book gave me persistence: when I fail, I won’t quit, I will prepare again.
Now I feel confident that I can give presentations.

Prime Minister: So now you have courage.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Imagine poor women selling goods on the roadside. If a quarrel breaks out, those
women, who never spoke on TV before, give excellent interviews. How? Because they speak from direct
experience. No pretence, no lies-just truth. That confidence comes from truth. Your confidence also comes
from the truth: “I am doing this, I have done this, I am saying what is right.”

Student: I used to fear that during exams I would panic, especially in literature papers. They seemed so
lengthy, and I would get nervous. But after reading the book, I realized: Now I can. I will not panic. I will
practice writing more and more, so I can write faster and improve my handwriting.

Prime Minister: Now you have full confidence. Later, you won’t even notice mistakes.

Student: Absolutely not! Because now I know my problem. Earlier I panicked just seeing the paper, but
not anymore.

Prime Minister: You have understood correctly. We are not weak. We make mistakes only in haste.

Student: Yes, Sir.

Prime Minister: Some techniques help. For example, when you get the paper, sit quietly for 30 seconds.
Take a deep breath-fill your chest completely, then slowly release it. Your mind will calm down. Then
look at the paper again-you will see it differently, more clearly. If you don’t know something, mistakes
may happen. But if you do know, mistakes will not happen.

Student: Namaskar, Sir! Jai Guru Shankar!

Prime Minister: Namaskar!

Student: My name is Nidumal Barman. Sir, my question is: In small homes, with noise and household
chores, studying becomes difficult. And if parents don’t support our dreams seriously, what should we do?



Prime Minister: Let me tell you. I once saw a video on social media that touched my heart. A father was
driving a bullock cart carrying goods to earn his livelihood. His child was sitting on top of the load,
reading a book. He wasn’t worried about comfort.

Student: Yes, Sir.

Prime Minister: Some people say they can’t sleep because the room isn’t right. Even if you put them in a
five-star hotel, they still won’t sleep. So the idea that comfort brings ability is wrong. Who are the children
who score highest in board exams? Those from small villages. Earlier, only children from big schools and
wealthy families scored high. Not anymore. Now children from small families, without comfort, succeed.
Recently, I met girls from the blind cricket team who had just won. Listening to them brought tears to my
eyes. They had no homes, they were blind, yet they learned to play and achieved victory despite disability.
So where you are born, where you live-none of that matters. Life is not built by comfort zones. Do not live
under that illusion. Life is built by the way you live it.

Student: Seeing the Honourable Prime Minister, I couldn’t believe he was really there. As the leader of
India, I thought he would be very serious. But when he spoke with us, he felt approachable. The advice he
gave made me feel, “Yes, I can do this.” Now I will follow his advice and try to apply it in my life.

Student: Vanakkam, Sir!

Prime Minister: Vanakkam!

Student: Sir, my name is Nikhil. I come from the Land of Temples, Tamil Nadu. Sir, sometimes during
exam time, guests come to our home and they ask about our preparation. Some things we want to forget,
we try to put them out of our mind, but they ask about those very things and remind us again. Sir, even our
parents cannot do much about it. So I want to ask you, Sir, how can we handle such situations?

Prime Minister: Let me tell you a clever trick. When someone comes and asks, you say: “Uncle, you are
a very successful person. I have heard about you. Please tell me, how did you study in your childhood?
Did you ever get angry? Did your teachers ever scold you? How did you manage?” Before they ask you,
you ask them. You will see-the whole table will turn.

Student: Yes, Sir.

Prime Minister: When he came, I was totally surprised. Someone I had only seen on TV, I was now
seeing in real life. And he gave such a creative answer, I had not expected it. He said: “Turn the table
around. Ask them how they did it, how they crossed the stages of life.”

Student: Juley, Sir! My name is Padma. I am from Ladakh. My question is: Should children of our age
dream big? And where should we begin to fulfill those dreams?

Prime Minister: Not dreaming is a crime. You must dream. But just humming about dreams will never
work. Life must be centered on action. Wherever I am, I must succeed there, only then can I move
forward. If I want to climb a tree to pluck mangoes, just staring at the mangoes will not help. For example,
if you want to be an astronaut and go to the moon, then you should start reading about astronauts-who
they were, their biographies, what space really is. Gradually, you must build interest. If there is a program
on TV, watch it carefully. That will give nourishment, fertilizer for your idea, and it will grow. Telling
others will not help. Sometimes if you tell, they will mock you: “Oh, he wants to be an astronaut!” So do
not make your dreams public. But write them down.

Student: I was very nervous because this was my first experience of Pariksha Pe Charcha. But the
moment the Prime Minister came before me, my nervousness turned into excitement.

Student: Sir, I have a question. For the big dreams we see, what is one small daily habit we should adopt
to move closer to them?



Prime Minister: I believe we should read biographies of great people. Sometimes we only see them after
they have become great. But they too were once small. Today you met the Prime Minister, but once the
Prime Minister was also a child. When you read biographies, you realize: “Yes, he became great, but he
started here.” Then you can relate: “I am like that too. I do the same things.” That builds confidence. You
think: “Yes, I can start here. This was the first step. He did this as the second step. He did this as the third
step.” In this way, you can strengthen your own path forward.

Student: Listening to his advice, I felt that I should look at my ideal, study their background, see what
challenges they faced, what difficulties they overcame. By knowing that, I can take one small step and
work on it. When I complete the first step, then I can move to the second.

Student: Sir, I want to recite a poem for you.

Prime Minister: A poem? Please recite.

Student: You are the hope of us all. You are the pride of India. You are the boatman of Bharat. You are the
servant of humanity. I have come from far away, bringing some questions with me. We have received the
gift of Pariksha Pe Charcha, and we have got this opportunity. You are the shadow of compassion, the
companion of the deprived. You put the nation first, you say “Victory to Mother India.” So I too say this, I
express my thoughts. You are a man of discipline and a yogi. You are the Modi of India’s dreams. With
this, I conclude my words and once again bow to you.

Prime Minister: Wah! Wah! You compose excellent poetry.

Student: When he met me, when I was reciting my poem and speaking with him, as he came closer, I felt
I would faint, that I would collapse right there.

Prime Minister: It is good that you all wrote your thoughts.

Student: Thank you, Sir!

Prime Minister: Come!

Prime Minister: Now, let me ask you some questions. You have asked me many questions. When I speak
of Viksit Bharat (Developed India), which year do I mention?

Student: 2047.

Prime Minister: 2047.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Why do I say that?

Student: Because it is the centenary goal-100 years of independence.

Prime Minister: Yes, when India completes 100 years of independence, how old will you be?

Student: 39.

Student: 40.

Prime Minister: At 39–40–35–45, that age will be so important for you. So many opportunities will be
before you. For whom am I working so hard?

Student: For us!

Prime Minister: And should we all work for it too?

Student: Yes, Sir!



Prime Minister: Look, Mahatma Gandhi returned from Africa in 1915 and led the freedom movement.
From 1915 to 1947, they kept striving for freedom, didn’t they?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: And did freedom come?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Bhagat Singh climbed the gallows.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: At a young age, he sacrificed himself, but he sowed the dream of freedom, didn’t he?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: He inspired every youth to live for freedom, didn’t he?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: If 25–30 years before independence, those dreams were seen, and sacrifices made, did
freedom come or not?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: If such a great freedom could be achieved, then can we not, through our collective
efforts, achieve a developed India?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Do you believe it?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Therefore, never forget this dream. You must also write it down at home: “For Viksit
Bharat, I must do this.” Now tell me, what five things will you do for Viksit Bharat?

Student: Sir, we will develop our skills.

Student: Sir, we will believe in ourselves and move forward.

Prime Minister: Believe in yourselves.

Student: We will use more indigenous products.

Prime Minister: And how will you do that? First, you must prepare your mind.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Using indigenous products comes later.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: We live with a colonial mindset. In school, if a friend wears a foreign jacket and says,
“This is from such-and-such country,” how do we react? “Wow, wow!” Isn’t that true?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: So here is one task for you.

Student: Yes, Sir!



Prime Minister: From morning brushing your teeth to the next morning brushing your teeth, make a list
of all the things you use. You will be surprised-your comb may be foreign, your shoes may be foreign.
Write it down. Then decide: this month, replace ten items with Indian ones. Next month, replace another
ten. Within a year, all foreign items will be gone, and Indian products will be in your home. We must
resolve: whatever happens, in my body, my family, my life, I will first check-Is it Indian? If yes, I will use
it. Will you do this?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: If we ourselves do not take pride in our country’s products, will the world ever do it?

Student: No, Sir!

Prime Minister: For example, when we are late, what do we say? We say, “This is Indian time.” Don’t we
say that?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: That means we were late, we started the program late, but whom did we blame?

Student: India.

Prime Minister: India. The second thing is fulfilling our duties. First, change your way of living. Begin
with cleanliness. We must not litter. When we see pictures of other countries, they look clean.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Why are they clean? Because of cleaners, or because people don’t litter?

Student: Because people don’t litter!

Prime Minister: Exactly. If we want to build a developed India, we must decide: we will not litter. We
will never compromise on cleanliness-at home, outside, in the neighborhood, everywhere. If someone
throws garbage, don’t fight with them. Pick it up yourself. They will see it and feel ashamed.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Student: They will think, “He picked up my trash.”

Prime Minister: That is why we must fulfill our duties as citizens. Staying healthy is also a duty.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: If we follow our duties even to this extent, no power in the world can stop India from
becoming a developed nation. And when you are 35–40 years old, you will enjoy the fruits of it the most.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Now tell me, if you are the one to enjoy the fruits, should you not do the work?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Should you not do it as much as possible?

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Good. Now let me ask you a question. You belong to a generation with an open sky, a
vast canvas. What do you think are the things we can do today?

Student: Sir, nowadays everything is about AI. Many things are happening in AI.



Prime Minister: See, you are fortunate. You have opportunities in technology that my generation did not.
But we must develop the wisdom to use it correctly. AI should enhance your strength. How should AI be
used? One way is to ask AI: “Give me the main points of this biography.” AI will give you ten points, and
you will feel you have gained knowledge. You will boast to your friends. But did you really benefit? No.
But if you ask AI: “I am this age, I am interested in these subjects. Suggest ten good biographies I should
read.” Then AI will find them for you. You go to the market, buy the books, and read them. Then AI has
truly helped you.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: Your development has happened.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: You have benefited.

Student: Yes, Sir!

Student: My favorite part was when he spoke about AI. He said AI is helpful, but it cannot directly take
us to our goal. We must use it wisely. I also use it-for example, to build apps related to technology. I liked
that he said AI should be used in ways that are truly useful for everyone.

Student: Sir, I want to play the flute for you. I am learning Carnatic classical music on the flute, and
today I will play a Sanskrit composition.

Prime Minister: Yes, please play!

Prime Minister: Wah! Very good. Thank you all very much!

Student: Sir, I have made a sketch for you. May I show it to you, please?

Prime Minister: Oh! Where is it?

Student: Sir, I made this for you.

Prime Minister: What have you made, child?

Student: Sir, I made a handmade bouquet.

Prime Minister: Very nice!

Student: This is traditional from the mountains of Uttarakhand. On Basant Panchami, we wake up early,
pluck flowers, and place them at people’s homes.

Student: Famous from Tripura!

Prime Minister: Tripura Sundari!

Student: It was made from a coconut shell.

Student: And Sir, this is tea from…

Prime Minister: Wah! Tea for the tea-lover!

Student: Sir, it’s organic tea.

Prime Minister: Organic tea! You write very good poetry. Keep writing continuously!

Student: Yes, Sir!

Prime Minister: And here is Assam’s gamocha. Well done! Thank you all very much, and best wishes!

Students: Thank you, Sir! Bye, Sir! Bye!



Prime Minister: Thank you, everyone!

Students: Thank you, Sir!

Prime Minister: Many students have sent me suggestions that Pariksha Pe Charcha should also be held in
different parts of the country. In this special episode, you will see exactly that. Even within families, if one
sibling has a good quality, we should try to learn from it. Aspiring to become great is not wrong. But don’t
compare yourself with someone who has already become great. Education is needed in life, in society. But
play is also essential in life. So if any of you want to share something, to speak your mind, I am here to
listen. Who will begin?
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