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Vice-President Shri C. P. Radhakrishnan
virtually Addresses International Conference
on “Libraries Empowering Communities -
Global Perspectives”

Vice President Calls Libraries Temples of Learning and
Empowerment

Libraries Reflect India’s Eternal Civilizational Ethos of
Learning and Wisdom: Vice-President

In the Digital Age, Libraries Are Trusted Guides Amid
Misinformation: Vice-President

Vice-President Stresses Libraries’ Role in Promoting
Digital Literacy and Critical Thinking

Bharat Has Been a Land of Knowledge Since Time
Immemorial: Vice-President

Hails Kerala’s 80-Year Library Movement and the Vision of
P. N. Panicker Foundation
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The Vice-President of India, Shri C. P. Radhakrishnan, addressed the International Conference on
“Libraries Empowering Communities — Global Perspectives” organised by the P. N. Panicker
Foundation at Kanakakkunnu Palace, Thiruvananthapuram, through a video message today.

The event marks the 80th year of the organised library movement in Kerala, inspired by the vision of
Shri P. N. Panicker, revered as the Pioneer of India’s Library and Literacy Movement.

In his message, the Vice-President commended the P. N. Panicker Foundation for its sustained
contribution to promoting reading culture, digital literacy, and community empowerment through
knowledge dissemination. He noted that the Foundation’s motto — “Vayichu Valaruka” (Read and



Grow) — continues to guide the society towards enlightenment and inclusion.

Shri C.P.Radhakrishnan hailed libraries as temples of learning, describing them as spaces that nurture

critical thinking, and empower individuals and communities.

The Vice-President said that Shri Adi Shankaracharya travelled across Bharat to awaken spiritual
awareness and unify diverse thoughts. He noted that countless other sages and thinkers have enriched
our civilization with their wisdom, compassion, and vision.

Reflecting on India’s ancient civilizational ethos, the Vice-President observed that the country’s
tradition of learning — from the Epics to modern libraries — continues to inspire the nation’s pursuit

of wisdom and social progress.

Shri C.P.Radhakrishnan also underlined that in today’s digital age, libraries serve as knowledge hubs
that enable people to access authentic information and counter misinformation. He observed that
while technology offers easy access to information, libraries cultivate depth, reflection, and
meaningful dialogue in society.

The Vice-President lauded Kerala’s exceptional legacy in education and literacy. He paid rich tributes
to Shri P. N. Panicker, whose vision transformed libraries into vibrant community centres that brought

books and learning closer to every citizen.

Concluding his message, the Vice-President said that libraries are dynamic spaces of learning,
inclusion, and innovation. He emphasized the need to strengthen the network of public and
community libraries across the nation by empowering people through the power of knowledge.

About the Conference

The International Conference on “Libraries Empowering Communities — Global Perspectives”,
organised by the P. N. Panicker Foundation from 2nd to 3rd November 2025 at Kanakakkunnu
Palace, Thiruvananthapuram, brings together experts, policymakers, library professionals,
academicians, and digital innovators to deliberate on the evolving role of libraries in the knowledge
society.

The conference celebrates the enduring legacy of Kerala’s library movement and explores strategies
to enhance community participation, digital access, and sustainable knowledge ecosystems.
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