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The Governor of Gujarat and Maharashtra, Acharya Devvrat ji, Chief Minister of Delhi Rekha Gupta
ji, Chairman of the Gyan Jyoti Mahotsav Organizing Committee Surendra Kumar Arya ji, President
of the DAV College Managing Committee Poonam Suri ji, senior Arya monk Swami Devvrat
Saraswati ji, Presidents and Vice Presidents of various Arya Pratinidhi Sabhas, all the dedicated
members of Arya Samaj who have come from across the country and around the world, ladies and

gentlemen!

At the outset, I apologize for arriving late. Today marks the 150th birth anniversary of Sardar Sahab.
A special program was organized at the Statue of Unity in Ekta Nagar, and because of that event, I got
delayed in reaching here. I truly regret not being able to arrive on time and seek your forgiveness for
it. The power and energy of the mantras we heard at the beginning are still being felt by all of us. It
has been a divine and extraordinary experience for me whenever I have had the opportunity to come
among you. This is the blessing of Swami Dayanand ji, it is our collective reverence for his ideals,
and it is also the result of my decades-long personal bond with all of you thinkers that I continue to
receive opportunities to be among you. I am filled with a unique energy and inspiration whenever I
meet and converse with you. I have also just been informed that nine more halls like this have been
set up, where all our Arya Samaj members are watching this program through video link. Though I
cannot see them, I offer my salutation to them from here as well.

Friends,

Last year, a special program was held in Gujarat at the birthplace of Dayanand Saraswati ji. I
addressed that event through a video link. Before that, I had the privilege of inaugurating the 200th
birth anniversary celebrations of Maharshi Dayanand Saraswati ji in Delhi itself. It seems the energy
of the Vedic chants, the sacred atmosphere of the havan ritual at that time, happened just yesterday.

Friends,

At that event, we had collectively decided to celebrate the 200th birth anniversary for two full years
as a ‘Vichar Yagya’. I am happy to note that this ‘Akhand Vichar Yagya’ has been carried on without
interruption for the past two years. From time to time, I have also been informed about your various
efforts and programs. And today, once again, I have been given the opportunity to offer my humble
spiritual contribution at this celebration of the 150th anniversary of Arya Samaj’s foundation year. |



bow at the feet of Swami Dayanand Saraswati ji and pay him my respectful homage. I also extend my
heartfelt congratulations to all of you on this International Summit. On this occasion, we have also
had the privilege of releasing a special commemorative coin.

Friends,

The 150th anniversary of the founding of the Arya Samaj is not merely an occasion connected with a
particular community or sect. It is an occasion deeply linked to Bharat’s Vedic identity. It is an
occasion that reflects that great Indian idea which is like the eternal flow of the Ganga and has the
power of self-purification. This celebration is connected with that glorious tradition which has
continuously carried forward the great tradition of social reform and which provided intellectual
strength to countless freedom fighters during the freedom struggle. Great patriots like Lala Lajpat Rai,
martyr Ram Prasad Bismil, and many other revolutionaries drew inspiration from the Arya Samaj and
dedicated their lives to the cause of freedom. Unfortunately, the crucial role of the Arya Samaj in the
country’s freedom movement did not receive the recognition it truly deserved due to political reasons.

Friends,

Since its very inception, the Arya Samaj has been an organization of fervent patriots. Arya Samaj has
always spoken boldly and fearlessly about the essence of Indianness. The Arya Sama;j has consistently
challenged every idea that opposed Bharat, whether it came from foreign ideologies, divisive
mindsets, or attempts to impose cultural pollution. I feel deeply satisfied that today, as the Arya Samaj
completes 150 years, the nation and society are together paying tribute to the great ideals of Swami

Dayanand Saraswati ji in such a magnificent manner.
Friends,

The energy and blessings of many luminaries of the Arya Samaj, such as Swami Shraddhanand, who
through their spiritual awakening and reform movements gave a new direction to the course of
history, are spiritually present with us in this historic moment. I bow to all such noble souls and pay

my respectful homage to their memory from this sacred platform.
Friends,

Our Bharat is unique in countless ways. This sacred land, its civilization, its Vedic heritage have
remained eternal through the ages. Because whenever new challenges arise, whenever time poses new
questions, some great soul, some rishi, maharshi, or visionary, takes birth to guide our society towards
the right path. Swami Dayanand Saraswati ji was one such great seer in this grand tradition. He was
born during the period of colonial rule, a time when our nation and society were suppressed due to
centuries of slavery. Superstitions and social evils had replaced deep thought and reflection. The
British sought to belittle our traditions and beliefs. By demeaning us, they justified Bharat’s
subjugation. In such circumstances, society had lost even the courage to think new and original
thoughts. And in such dark and difficult times, a young monk emerged. He meditated in the lonely,
harsh terrains of the Himalayas, testing and tempering himself through austere penance. When he
returned, he awakened a society trapped in self-doubt. At a time when the entire colonial
establishment was working to demean Bharat’s identity, when declining moral and social values were
being packaged as modernization through Westernization, this confident sage raised his voice and
called out to his people: “Back to the Vedas! Back to the Vedas!” Such was the greatness of Swami

Dayanand ji who, in that dark era of slavery, reawakened the dormant national consciousness.



Friends,

Swami Dayanand Saraswati ji understood that for Bharat to truly move forward, it was not enough to
merely break the chains of political slavery. The social chains that bound and divided our society also
had to be broken. That is why Swami Dayanand Saraswati ji rejected discrimination, untouchability,
and the notions of high and low status. He called for the complete eradication of untouchability from
its very roots. He launched a campaign against illiteracy. He challenged those who distorted or
misinterpreted the Vedas and scriptures, and he even confronted the foreign narratives and proved the
truth through the ancient Indian tradition of ‘Shastrarth’ (intellectual debate).

Friends,

Swami Dayanand ji was a visionary of his era. He knew that whether it is the making of an individual
or the building of a society, ‘Nari Shakti’ (women’s empowerment) plays a vital role. Therefore, he
boldly challenged the mindset that confined women within the four walls of their homes. He initiated
the movement to educate girls in Arya Samaj schools. In those days, a girls’ school was started in
Jalandhar, which soon grew into a Kanya Mahavidyalaya (Women’s College). Lakhs of daughters
have received education from such institutions established by the Arya Samaj, and today they are
strengthening the very foundation of the nation.

Friends,

Delhi’s Chief Minister Rekha Gupta ji is also present on the dais. Just two days ago, our President
Droupadi Murmu ji flew in a Rafale fighter jet, accompanied by Squadron Leader Shivangi Singh.
Today, our daughters are flying fighter jets, and they are also advancing modern agriculture as Drone
Didis. We can proudly say that Bharat today has the highest number of female STEM graduates in the
world. Women are taking on leadership roles in science and technology. In our top scientific
institutions, women scientists are playing crucial roles in missions like Mangalyaan, Chandrayaan,
and Gaganyaan. This transformation shows that the nation is moving on the right path, fulfilling the
dreams of Swami Dayanand ji.

Friends,

I often reflect on one of Swami Dayanand ji’s profound thoughts and I have also shared with many
people. Swami ji said: “The person who takes the least and contributes the most is the truly mature
one.” In these few words lies an extraordinary idea, one that could fill volumes if explained fully. But
the real strength of a thought lies not only in its meaning, but in how long it endures and how many
lives it transforms. And when we test the ideas of Maharshi Dayanand ji on this scale, when we see
the dedicated followers of the Arya Samaj, we realize that his ideas have only become brighter and

more powerful with time.
Brothers and sisters,

Swami Dayanand Saraswati ji established the Paropkarini Sabha during his lifetime. The seed he
planted has now grown into a vast tree, with many flourishing branches. Gurukul Kangri, Gurukul
Kurukshetra, DAV institutions, and other educational organizations continue to serve in their
respective fields with dedication. Whenever the nation faced a crisis, the people of the Arya Samaj
have always dedicated themselves selflessly to serve the countrymen. During the tragic period of



Bharat’s Partition, the Arya Samaj played a remarkable role in helping, rehabilitating, and educating
refugees who had lost everything. Even today, in times of natural disasters, the Arya Samaj continues
to be among the first to serve those in distress.

Brothers and sisters,

Among the many contributions for which the nation is indebted to the Arya Samaj, one of the most
important is its effort to preserve the nation’s ancient Gurukul tradition. There was a time when
Bharat stood at the pinnacle of knowledge and science through the strength of the Gurukul system.
This system was deliberately attacked during the colonial period. As a result, our knowledge base was
eroded, our values weakened, and our younger generations lost direction. It was the Arya Samaj that
stepped forward to revive and protect the crumbling Gurukul tradition. Not only that the Gurukuls of
the Arya Samaj refined and modernized themselves with time, incorporating contemporary education
while preserving ancient values. Today, as the nation is once again integrating education with values
and character building through the National Education Policy, I express my deep gratitude to the Arya
Samaj for safeguarding this sacred Indian tradition of learning.

Friends,

Our Vedas proclaim: “Eljﬂar_vﬁ ﬁ["&"zl'l'd"{”, i.e., let us make the whole world noble, let us elevate
humanity through noble thoughts and actions. Swami Dayanand ji adopted this very Vedic message as
the motto of the Arya Samaj. Today, this same Vedic ideal has become the guiding principle of
Bharat’s development journey: the welfare of the world through Bharat’s progress; service to
humanity through Bharat’s prosperity. Bharat today has emerged as a global voice for sustainable
development. Just as Swami ji once called upon people to “return to the Vedas,” Bharat today is
calling upon the world to return to the Vedic way of life. We have launched the Mission LiFE
(Lifestyle for Environment), which is receiving worldwide support. Through the vision of “One Sun,
One World, One Grid,” we are turning clean energy into a global movement. Our Yoga, too, has now
reached more than 190 countries through the International Day of Yoga. This global embrace of yoga,
the commitment to live a balanced, mindful life, and the worldwide enthusiasm for environmental
missions like LiFE, are all expressions of the values that the people of the Arya Samaj have long
embodied in their daily lives. The people of Arya Samaj continue to promote a simple lifestyle, a
spirit of service, preference for Indian attire and culture, concern for the environment, and the
promotion of Indian values.

That is why, brothers and sisters,

As Bharat moves forward with the ancient motto of “Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah” (May all beings be
happy), leading global efforts for the welfare of humanity, and as Bharat strengthens its role as a
‘Vishwa Bandhu’ (true friend of the world), every member of the Arya Samaj naturally feels this
mission as his own. For this, I deeply commend and appreciate all of you.

Friends,

The torch lit by Swami Dayanand Saraswati ji has, for the past 150 years, continues to illuminate
society through the work of the Arya Samaj. I believe Swami ji awakened in all of us a deep sense of
responsibility and this responsibility is to carry forward new ideas, to break stagnant conventions, and
to initiate reform where needed. You have always showered me with your affection and therefore
today, I have come before you with a request, a humble appeal. May I ask something of you? Yes, |
know you will give it wholeheartedly! You are already contributing immensely to this Maha Yagya of



nation-building, but I wish to reiterate a few of the nation’s current priorities before you. For instance,
the Swadeshi movement has historically been deeply connected with the Arya Samaj. Today, as the
nation once again takes up the call for Swadeshi, becoming “Vocal for Local,” your role in this effort
becomes even more vital.

Friends,

You may recall that some time ago, the country launched the Gyan Bharatam Mission. Its purpose is
to digitize and preserve Bharat’s ancient manuscripts. These invaluable treasures of boundless
knowledge can only be truly safeguarded when the younger generation connects with them and
understands their importance. Therefore, I appeal to the Arya Samaj. You have worked tirelessly for
150 years to discover and preserve Bharat’s sacred ancient texts. For generations, Arya Samaj
followers have played a key role in protecting our scriptures in their original form. The Gyan
Bharatam Mission will now take this effort forward on a national scale. Consider it your own
campaign, contribute to it, and through your gurukuls and institutions, encourage the youth to study
and research these manuscripts.

Friends,

On the occasion of Maharshi Dayanand ji’s 200th birth anniversary, I had spoken about the grains
used in ‘yagyas’ (sacred rituals). We all know how important Shri Anna is in a yagya. The grains used
in such rituals are considered especially pure. Along with this, we must also promote our ancient
tradition of coarse grains, our Shri Anna heritage. One remarkable aspect of these grains is that they
are grown naturally. Natural farming, which Acharya Ji just explained in detail, was once a major
foundation of Bharat’s economy. Today, the world is once again recognizing its value. I urge the Arya

Samaj to raise awareness about both the economic and spiritual aspects of natural farming.
Friends,

Another important subject is water conservation. Today, the country is working through the Jal Jeevan
Mission to bring clean water to every village. The Jal Jeevan Mission is one of the most unique
campaigns in the world. However, we must remember that these systems will only serve their purpose
if enough water remains for future generations. To achieve this, we are promoting drip irrigation and
have already created over 60,000 Amrit Sarovars (sacred ponds) across the country. But alongside
government efforts, society too must come forward. Traditionally, every village had ponds, lakes,
wells, and water tanks, but with changing times, many of them were neglected and dried up. We must
continuously make people aware of the need to restore and protect these natural water sources. “Catch
the Rain”, which is a government campaign, constructing recharge wells, and using rainwater for
groundwater recharge are the need of the hour.

Friends,

For quite some time, the “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” (One Tree in Mother’s Name) campaign has also
been immensely successful. This is not a campaign for a few days or years. Tree plantation must be a
continuous mission. The Arya Samaj can also connect more and more people with this noble cause.

Friends,

Our Vedas teach us: "gTesed Gaeed § 91 HA1MH STHAT” which means, “Let us walk together, speak
together, and understand one another’s minds.” In essence, it is a call to mutual respect and harmony
of thought. We must see this Vedic message as a call of the nation itself and to make the nation’s



resolutions our own personal resolutions, and to advance collective efforts through public
participation. Over the past 150 years, the Arya Samaj has embodied this very spirit through its work.
It 1s this spirit that we must continue to strengthen and uphold. I am confident that the teachings of
Maharshi Dayanand Saraswati ji will continue to guide humanity on the path of welfare. With this
belief, I once again extend my heartiest congratulations to all of you on the 150th anniversary of the
Arya Samaj. Thank you all very much. Namaskar.
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