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Governor of Maharashtra, Shri Acharya Devvrat ji, the popular Chief Minister, Devendra Fadnavis ji, my
colleagues in the Union Cabinet, Ramdas Athawale ji, K.R. Naidu ji and Murlidhar Mohol ji, Deputy Chief
Ministers of Maharashtra, Eknath Shinde ji and Ajit Pawar ji, other ministers, Japan’s Ambassador to Bharat,
Keiichi Ono ji, other distinguished guests, brothers and sisters!

Vijayadashami has passed, Kojagiri Purnima is over, and now, in ten days, we will celebrate Diwali. I extend
my warmest greetings to all of you for these festivals.

Friends,

Today marks the end of a long wait for Mumbai. Mumbai now has its second international airport. This
airport will play a major role in establishing this region as one of Asia’s largest connectivity hubs. Today,
Mumbai has also got its fully underground metro. This will make travel in Mumbai easier and save people’s
time. This underground metro is a living symbol of a developing Bharat. In a busy city like Mumbai, this
magnificent  metro  has  been  built  underground  while  ensuring  the  safety  of  its  historic  buildings.  I
congratulate all the workers and engineers involved in its construction.

Friends,

This is a time of countless opportunities for the youth of the country. Just a few days ago, the PM Setu
Scheme worth 60,000 crore rupees was launched to connect many ITIs across the country with industry. From
today, the Government of Maharashtra has also launched new programs in hundreds of ITIs and technical
schools. From now onwards, students will receive training in emerging technologies such as drones, robotics,
electric vehicles, solar energy, and green hydrogen through these programs. I convey my best wishes to the
youth of Maharashtra.

Friends,

On this significant occasion, I also remember Maharashtra’s proud son and people’s leader, the late D. B. Patil
ji. His dedication and service to society and farmers are an inspiration to all of us. His life will continue to
motivate those working for the welfare of society.

Friends,

Today, the entire nation is dedicated to realizing the resolve of a ‘Viksit Bharat’ (Developed India). A ‘Viksit
Bharat’ means a nation where there is both ‘Gati’ (speed) and ‘Pragati’ (progress), where public welfare is the
top priority, and where government schemes make people’s lives easier. If you look back at the journey of the
last 11 years, you’ll see that work has been moving forward rapidly with this very spirit across every corner of
Bharat. When Vande Bharat semi high-speed trains run on the tracks, when bullet train projects gather pace,
when wide highways and expressways connect new cities,  when long tunnels are built  cutting through
mountains, and when majestic sea bridges link two shores of the ocean then we witness both Bharat’s ‘Gati’
and ‘Pragati’. This progress gives new wings to the dreams of Bharat’s youth.

Friends,

Today’s event also continues this very journey. The Navi Mumbai International Airport is a project that truly



reflects the vision of a ‘Viksit Bharat’. It is built on the land of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, and its design
resembles a lotus flower, i.e., a vibrant symbol of ‘Sanskriti’ (culture) and ‘Samriddhi’ (prosperity). Through
this new airport, farmers of Maharashtra will now be connected to supermarkets in Europe and the Middle
East. This means that farmers’ fresh produce like fruits, vegetables, flowers and the catch from fishermen will
reach global markets faster. This airport will also reduce export costs for small and medium industries in the
surrounding areas, and will attract more investment, and create new enterprises and industries. I extend my
heartfelt congratulations to the people of Maharashtra and Mumbai for this airport.

Friends,

When there  is  a  determination  to  fulfil  dreams,  and  a  strong  will  to  ensure  that  the  benefits  of  rapid
development reach every citizen, results naturally follow. Our aviation sector and the industries connected to
it are a clear example of this progress. You may recall that in 2014, when the country gave me the opportunity
to serve, I had said that my dream was that even a person wearing slippers should be able to afford an air
journey. To realize this dream, it was essential to build new airports across the country. Our government
began working seriously on this mission. Over the last 11 years, new airports have come up one after another.
In 2014, we had only 74 airports. Today, the number of airports in Bharat has surpassed 160.

Friends,

When airports are built in small towns, people there get new options for air travel. And to make flying
affordable for them, we launched the UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik) scheme so that people can travel by
air at low cost. Because of the UDAN scheme, millions of Indians have taken their first-ever flight and
fulfilled their dreams in the past decade.

Friends,

With the construction of new airports and the success of the UDAN scheme, people have gained great
convenience and at the same time, Bharat has become the world’s third-largest domestic aviation market.
Now, our airlines are continuously expanding. And people around the world are astonished to learn that
aircraft manufacturing companies currently have orders for nearly 1,000 new airplanes from Bharat alone.
This growth is creating new opportunities for pilots, cabin crew, engineers, and ground staff.

Friends,

As the number of aircraft increases, the demand for maintenance and repair also rises. For this, we are setting
up new Maintenance, Repair, and Overhaul (MRO) facilities right in Bharat. Our goal is that Bharat becomes
a  major  global  MRO  hub  by  the  end  of  this  decade.  This  too  is  generating  numerous  employment
opportunities for our youth.

Friends,

Today, Bharat is the youngest nation in the world. Our true strength lies in our young people. That is why
every policy of our government focuses on creating maximum employment opportunities for youth. When
there is greater investment in infrastructure, jobs are created. When a port like Vadhavan, with an investment
of 76,000 crore rupees, is developed, then jobs are created. When trade grows, and the logistics sector gains
momentum, countless employment opportunities arise.

Brothers and sisters,

We have been raised with the belief that national policy must be the foundation of politics. For us, every
single rupee spent on infrastructure is a means to enhance the convenience and capability of our citizens. But
on the other hand, there has always been a political stream in the country that prioritizes its own power and
convenience over the people’s  welfare.  These are the same people who create hurdles in development
projects, who derail progress through corruption and scams. For decades, our nation has witnessed the damage
caused by such politics.

Friends,

The metro line that has been inaugurated today also reminds us of the actions of those who once hindered
progress. I remember being present at its foundation stone-laying ceremony, when millions of families in



Mumbai were filled with hope that their daily struggles would soon ease. But later, a different government
came to power for a brief period and they halted the entire project. They gained power, but the country
suffered losses worth thousands of crores of rupees, and people endured years of inconvenience. Now, with
the completion of this metro line finally, a journey that once took two to two-and-a-half hours will now take
just 30 to 40 minutes. In a city like Mumbai, where every minute counts, depriving Mumbaikars of this
facility for three to four years is nothing short of a great injustice.

Friends,

For the past 11 years, our focus has been on making the lives of citizens easier, on improving the ease of
living. That’s why there has been unprecedented investment in every form of infrastructure, be it rail, roads,
airports, metros, and electric buses. Projects like the Atal Setu and the Coastal Road have been built.

Friends,

We are also working to integrate all modes of transportation with one another. Our effort is to ensure seamless
travel, so that people are not forced to struggle when switching from one mode of transport to another. Today,
the country is moving towards the vision of “One Nation, One Mobility.” The Mumbai One App is another
step in this direction. Now, the people of Mumbai will no longer have to stand in long queues for tickets. With
the Mumbai One App, you can buy a ticket once and travel using that same ticket on local trains, buses,
metros, or taxis.

Friends,

Mumbai is not only Bharat’s financial capital but also one of its most vibrant cities. That is why, terrorists
chose Mumbai for a major attack in 2008. But the Congress government in power then sent a message of
weakness, a message of surrender before terrorism. Just recently, a senior Congress leader, who has even
served as the country’s Home Minister, made a major revelation in an interview. He has claimed that our
armed forces were ready to strike Pakistan after the Mumbai attacks. The whole country wanted that at the
time. But according to that Congress leader, the then-Congress government prevented Bharat’s forces from
attacking Pakistan due to pressure from another country. Congress must tell us who it was that made that
decision under foreign pressure and who played with the feelings of Mumbai and the nation. The country has
the right to know. This weakness of Congress strengthened the terrorists and weakened national security, a
price the nation paid repeatedly in lost lives.

Friends,

For us, nothing is above the security of the country and its people. Today’s Bharat gives a befitting reply.
Today’s Bharat strikes the enemy inside their own territory. The world saw and felt pride during Operation
Sindoor.

Friends,

Whether poor, neo middle class, or middle class, their empowerment is today’s national priority. When these
families get  convenience and respect,  their  capability increases.  A stronger citizenry makes the nation
stronger. The next-generation GST reforms and the fall in prices have increased people’s purchasing power.
Market figures show that this Navratri many years’ worth of sales records were broken. A record number of
people are buying scooters, bikes, TVs, refrigerators and washing machines.

Friends,

Our government will continue to take every step that makes people’s lives better and strengthens the nation.
But I also have one request for you: Embrace Swadeshi (local products). Say with pride: “This is Swadeshi!”
Let this be the mantra of every home and every marketplace. If every citizen buys Indian-made clothes and
shoes, brings home Swadeshi goods, and chooses Swadeshi products when giving gifts, then the nation’s
money will stay within the nation. This will give work to Indian labourers and employment to Indian youth.
Just imagine when the entire country adopts Swadeshi, how greatly Bharat’s strength will multiply!

Friends,

Maharashtra has always been at the forefront of driving the development of the country. The NDA’s double-



engine government will continue to work tirelessly to enhance the strength of every city and every village in
Maharashtra. Once again, I extend my heartfelt congratulations to all of you for these development projects,
and my best  wishes for the future.  Now, say with me: Bharat  Mata Ki Jai!  Raise both your hands and
celebrate this victory!

Bharat Mata Ki Jai!

Bharat Mata Ki Jai!

Thank you very much.
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