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Honourable and popular Chief Minister of Bihar, Shri Nitish Kumar ji; my cabinet colleagues, Shri Jual Oram
ji, Shri Rajiv Ranjan ji, Shri Jayant Chaudhary ji, and Shri Sukanta Majumdar ji; the Deputy Chief Minister of
Bihar, Shri Samrat Choudhary ji; Shri Vijay Kumar Sinha ji; Ministers of the Government of Bihar; my
Parliamentary colleague, Shri Sanjay Jha ji; other public representatives; lakhs of students from Industrial
Training Institutes (ITIs) across the country; countless students and teachers of Bihar; ladies and gentlemen!

A few years ago, our Government began a new tradition of holding large-scale convocation
ceremonies for students of ITIs. Today, we are witnessing yet another chapter of this proud
tradition. I extend my best wishes to all the young ITI trainees who are connected with us from
every corner of Bharat.

My friends,

Today’s ceremony symbolises the priority that New Bharat accords to skill. On this significant
occasion, two major new initiatives for education and skill development have been launched for the
youth of our nation. The idea behind organising this Convocation was rooted in the belief that unless we
accord dignity to labour, those who work with skill and capability will never receive the respect they truly
deserve in public life. Without that respect, they might feel diminished and that is what we seek to change.

This is a movement aimed at transforming our collective mindset. We proudly say ‘Shramev Jayate’
and also ‘Shramev Pujyate’. It is with this very spirit that we wish to instil confidence among all ITI
trainees across the nation that they have not come here because they had no other options, but
because this too is a path towards a bright future. Skill has a vital role in nation-building, and
therefore, I greet and congratulate every member of the ITI fraternity with the utmost respect.

Today, two more significant initiatives have been launched. Under the PM Setu Scheme, with an
allocation of Rs 60,000 crore, our ITIs will now be directly and more robustly connected with
industries. In addition, 1,200 Skill Labs have been inaugurated across Navodaya Vidyalayas and
Eklavya Model Schools throughout the country.

Friends

When the outline of this programme was first prepared, the original plan was to hold this
convocation ceremony here at Vigyan Bhavan. However, as the saying goes 'Sone pe Suhaga' or
‘Icing on the Cake’  something even more auspicious has happened. Under the leadership of Shri
Nitish Kumar ji, the idea emerged to turn this celebration into a grand festival. Consequently,
today’s occasion has become a confluence of two major events the ITI convocation organised by
the Government of India and the numerous development initiatives of Bihar.

From this very platform, several new schemes and projects have been dedicated to the youth of
Bihar. These include a new Skill Training University in Bihar, expansion of facilities in other
universities, establishment of a Youth Commission for the empowerment of young people, and the
distribution of appointment letters offering secure government jobs to thousands of youngsters. All
these initiatives guarantee a brighter and more prosperous future for the young generation of Bihar.



Friends,

Only a few days ago, I had the privilege of participating in a grand programme dedicated to the
employment and self-reliance of Bihar’s women. That event witnessed the participation of lakhs of
our sisters. Today’s occasion is a mega programme focused on the empowerment of Bihar’s youth.
Together, these events demonstrate how the NDA Government accords the highest priority to the
development and empowerment of both the youth and the women of Bihar.

Friends

Bharat is a land of knowledge and skill. This intellectual strength is our greatest asset. When
knowledge and skill are aligned with the needs of the nation and dedicated towards fulfilling them,
their power multiplies manifold. The twenty-first century demands that we advance local talent, local
resources, local skills and local knowledge in accordance with the country’s requirements.
Thousands of ITIs play a crucial role in this process.

At present, training is being imparted in about 170 trades across these ITIs. In the past eleven
years, more than 1.5 crore young men and women have been trained in these trades linking them
with the technical qualifications of various fields. What is most remarkable is that these skills are
being taught to the youth in their local languages, ensuring that learning is accessible and relatable.
This year too, over ten lakh students appeared in the All-India Trade Test, and today, I have had the
privilege of honouring more than 45 of our successful trainees.

Friends

It is a moment of great pride for me that a large number of these successful trainees come from
rural Bharat from far and remote corners of our country. Looking at them, one feels as though a
miniature Bharat is seated before us. Among them are our daughters, as well as differently-abled
companions, all of whom have achieved success through their sheer hard work and determination.

Friends

Our ITIs are not only excellent institutions for industrial education; they are also the workshops of an
Atmanirbhar Bharat. Hence, while our focus has been on increasing their number, we have also
been committed to continuously upgrading their quality. Until 2014, Bharat had around 10,000 ITIs. In
the last decade alone, nearly 5,000 new ITIs have been established across the country. In other words, 10,000
were created after Independence, and an additional 5,000 have been established in the past ten years under our
Government. Today, our Industrial Training Institute network is being prepared to meet both the present and
future skill demands of industry. What kind of skills does industry require today, and what will it require ten
years from now these questions are guiding our planning. Therefore, efforts are being made to strengthen the
coordination between industry and ITIs.

In this direction, we have taken yet another major step today with the launch of the PM Setu
Scheme. More than 1,000 ITI institutions across the country will benefit from it. Through this
scheme, ITIs will be upgraded with new and modern machinery. Industry training experts will come
to these institutes, and the curriculum will be updated in accordance with present and future market
demands. In a way, the PM Setu Scheme will serve as a bridge connecting India’s youth with global
skill demands.

My young friends,

You must have noticed that in recent times, whenever Bharat signs agreements with various
countries, one of the key areas of cooperation they highlight is their requirement for skilled
manpower from our country. This is creating new global opportunities for the youth of Bharat, as
nations across the world are recognising the talent and skill of our young generation.

Friends

Today, thousands of youngsters from Bihar are also connected with us through this
programme. Perhaps this generation cannot fully imagine the state of Bihar’s education system two
or two-and-a-half decades ago. Schools hardly ever opened, and recruitment of teachers was



almost non-existent. Which parent would not wish that their child study and progress in their own
home state? Yet, due to circumstances, lakhs of children were compelled to leave Bihar for cities
such as Banaras, Delhi and Mumbai in search of education. That was the true beginning of the
migration of Bihar’s youth.

Friends

When the roots of a tree are infested with decay, reviving it to life requires immense effort. The
misrule of the RJD Government had left Bihar in precisely such a condition. Fortunately, the people
of Bihar entrusted Shri Nitish Kumar ji with the responsibility of governance, and we have all
witnessed how the entire NDA team worked together to restore the derailed systems of the state
back on track.Today’s event itself offers a glimpse of that transformation.

Friends

I am delighted that on this occasion of the Skill Convocation, Bihar has been blessed with a new
Skill University. The Government of Bihar, under the leadership of Shri Nitish Kumar ji, has named
this university after Bharat Ratna, Jan Nayak Karpoori Thakur ji. Karpoori Thakur ji was not given
the title Jan Nayak People’s Leader by any social media team engaged in trolling. He earned this
honour through the love and respect of every citizen of Bihar, who bestowed it upon him after
witnessing his life of service and sacrifice. I would like to say to the people of Bihar please remain
vigilant. The title Jan Nayak rightfully belongs to Karpoori Thakur ji, yet nowadays some are
attempting even to appropriate that honour. I urge the people of Bihar to ensure that this
recognition, conferred upon him by the people, is not stolen by anyone. Bharat Ratna Karpoori
Thakur ji dedicated his entire life to the service of society and to the spread of education. He
consistently emphasised that the weakest individual in society must also be enabled to progress.
This Skill University, named in his honour, will become a powerful medium for realising that very
dream.

Friends

The NDA’s double-engine government has been consistently striving to modernise Bihar’s
educational institutions. The expansion of infrastructure at IIT Patna has already commenced.
Today as well, several major educational institutions across Bihar have begun the process of
modernisation. The Bihta campus of NIT Patna has now been opened for our talented students.
Additionally, new academic infrastructure has been established in Patna University, Bhupendra
Mandal University, Jai Prakash University in Chhapra, and Nalanda Open University.

Friends

Alongside developing good institutions, the Government led by Shri Nitish Kumar ji is also reducing
the financial burden of education on Bihar’s youth. Efforts are being made to ensure that students
do not face any difficulty in paying fees for higher education. Through the Student Credit Card
scheme, the Bihar Government has been helping students pursue higher education. Now, another
major decision has been taken the education loans provided under this credit card scheme have
been made interest-free. Furthermore, the scholarships for students have been increased from Rs
1,800 to Rs 3,600.

Friends

Today, Bharat stands among the world’s youngest nations, and Bihar is one of the states with the
highest proportion of youth in its population. Therefore, when the potential of Bihar’s youth grows, it
naturally enhances the strength of the entire nation. The NDA Government is working with complete
dedication to further enhance the capabilities of Bihar’s young generation. Compared to the period
of RJD–Congress rule, Bihar’s education budget has increased several times over. Today, nearly
every village and hamlet in Bihar has a school. The number of engineering and medical colleges
has also multiplied manifold. Recently, the Central Government has approved the establishment of
Kendriya Vidyalayas in 19 districts of Bihar. There was once a time when Bihar did not even
possess international-level infrastructure for sports. Today, national and international sporting



events are being organised in Bihar itself.

Friends

Over the past two decades, the Government of Bihar has provided employment to 50 lakh young
people within the state. In the last few years alone, nearly ten lakh secure government jobs have
been given to Bihar’s youth. Take the Education Department, for example recruitment of teachers
has taken place on an unprecedented scale. In just the past two years, more than two and a half
lakh teachers have been appointed in Bihar. This has not only provided employment to young
people but has also raised the quality of the state’s education system.

Friends

The Government of Bihar is now working towards even greater targets. As Shri Nitish Kumar ji also
mentioned in his address, the State Government aims to create double the number of jobs in the
next five years as were created in the last twenty years. The resolve is clear that the youth of Bihar
should find employment within Bihar itself, and that opportunities for work and progress should be
available to them in their own homeland.

Friends

This is also a time of double bonus for the youth of Bihar. At present, the nation is celebrating the
GST Savings Festival. Someone mentioned to me that the reduction in GST on motorbikes and
scooters has greatly delighted the young people of Bihar. Many have even planned to purchase
them this Dhanteras. I extend my heartiest congratulations to the youth of Bihar and the entire
nation on the reduction of GST on most of the items essential for them.

Friends

When skills develop, the nation becomes self-reliant, exports rise, and employment opportunities
expand. Before 2014, Bharat was counted among the Fragile Five economies where growth was
slow and employment generation was weak. Today, Bharat is moving steadily towards becoming
one of the Top Three economies of the world. This indicates a surge in manufacturing and in
employment creation. There has been unprecedented growth in manufacturing and exports in
sectors such as mobile phones, electronics, automobiles and defence. From large industries to our
MSMEs, remarkable employment opportunities have been generated. All these developments have
greatly benefited our youth particularly the skilled trainees from ITIs. The MUDRA Scheme too has
empowered crores of young people to start their own enterprises. Recently, the central government
launched the PM Viksit Bharat Rozgar Yojana, with an allocation of one lakh crore rupees. This
initiative will help approximately 3.5 crore young Indians secure employment in the private sector.

Friends,

This is a time filled with opportunities for every young person in the country. There may be
alternatives for many things in life but there can be no substitute for skill, innovation, and hard work.
All these qualities reside within the youth of Bharat. It is your collective strength that will become the
driving force of a Viksit Bharat. With this firm belief, and with lakhs of ITI trainees across the nation
connected with me today, I extend my heartfelt congratulations to all the youngsters of Bihar for the
numerous new gifts and initiatives launched by the State Government. Heartiest congratulations to
you all and my sincere thanks.
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