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The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), India has taken suo motu cognizance of a media report
about a journalist assaulted by two Punjab Police officers in full public in the Batala area of Gurdaspur
district, Punjab. Reportedly, in a video grab of the incident, the victim could be seen lying motionless as the
police personnel walked away after assaulting him.

The Commission has observed that the contents of the news report, if true, raise serious issues of violation of
human rights. Therefore, it has issued a notice to the State Director General of Police calling for a detailed
report on the matter within two weeks. The report is expected to include the status of the investigation and the
health of the victim journalist.

According to the media report, carried on 7th August, 2025, the incident happened on 1st August, 2025. The
two police officers were deployed to Batala for a law and order duty in connection with the Independence
Day. The journalist reportedly asked some questions in connection with their presence which enraged them
leading to his assault.
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