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ICG Intensifies Operations as Burning Container
Vessel Drifts Off Kerala Coast
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The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) on June 11, 2025, winched five salvage team members and an aircrew diver
onto the burning Singaporean-container vessel MV Wan Hai 503 to facilitate towing operations. The vessel,
which caught fire off the Kerala coast on June 09, 2025, continues to drift south-east within India’s Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ), approximately 42 nautical miles from Beypore, Kerala.

The vessel is carrying 2,128 metric tons of fuel and hundreds of containers, including hazardous
cargo, posing a serious risk to the marine environment and regional shipping routes. Intensive
firefighting efforts by ICG have significantly reduced visible flames, with only smoke now seen
across the cargo holds and bays. However, the fire remains active in the inner decks and near fuel
tanks.

Five ICG ships, two Dornier aircraft, and a helicopter are engaged in the ongoing firefighting
mission, supported by two vessels from the Directorate General of Shipping. A salvage team
appointed by the ship’s owners is working in coordination with ICG, and the Indian Air Force has
been requested for additional aerial support.

With the fire yet to be fully extinguished, efforts to establish a towline and pull the vessel away from
the coast are underway to prevent a potential ecological disaster. The situation remains critical and
IS being monitored continuously.
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