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The Ministry of Culture and International Buddhist Confederation (IBC) is set to commemorate the sacred
occasion of Vaiśākha Buddha Pūrṇimā Divas—the Triple Blessed Day marking the Birth, Enlightenment, and
Mahāparinirvāna of Lord Shākyamuni Buddha. The event will be held at Dr B R Ambedkar International
Centre (Auditorium), Janpath, New Delhi on 15th May 2025 (Thursday). The Guest of Honour for the event
will be Shri Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Minority Affairs and the Chief Guest will be
Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Minister of Culture & Tourism.

The programme will feature prayers and a thought-provoking panel discussion on the theme: ‘Application of
Buddha Dhamma in Conflict Resolution’. Esteemed Buddhist scholar-monks and domain experts, including
Geshe Dorji Damdul (Director, Tibet House, New Delhi), Prof. Hira Paul Gang Negi (Former HoD, Buddhist
Studies, Delhi University), and Prof. Bimlendra Kumar (Professor, Pali & Buddhist Studies, BHU), will share
insights on the timeless relevance of Buddha’s teachings.

A special address will be delivered by the distinguished Buddhist nun, Ven. Gyaltsen Samten, and the Ratana
Sutta will be rendered by renowned singer Ms. Subhadra Desai.

Highlighting the cultural and spiritual significance of the day, two major exhibitions will be showcased:

            1.         Comparative Buddhist Art History of India

            2.         Life and Teachings of the Buddha

These exhibitions were part  of the United Nations Vesak Day 2025 celebrations in Ho Chi Minh City,
Vietnam, held alongside the exposition of the Holy Relics of the Buddha from Sarnath across four Vietnamese
cities.

The event will also feature screenings of a documentary on the Dissemination of Buddha Dhamma in Asia
and a film on the Exposition of the Holy Relics of the Buddha. Though the full moon of Vaiśākha falls on
May 12 this year, the sanctity of the occasion leads to celebrations across the entire month. This gathering on
May  15  stands  as  part  of  this  global  and  month-long  observance  of  Vesak/Vaishakha  Day.  The
commemoration will conclude with a cultural performance by acclaimed artist Guru Alpana Nayak and her
troupe, celebrating the spiritual and artistic heritage inspired by the Buddha’s life and teachings.
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