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ST, A(H).—T Sfatterea sferfaae, 1951 T 9T 60 F GS(TM) F ITFLT % T § [Har=m
AT TagT AfAfase Fzar g o Te TiieeeT g7 Y91 fifae-19 |fewer a1 Ta1aa UH o7 i<h, ST
T HATT G AT HLA o (o0 Taad Fd g Al ST Faterd e T reahr T 39 Aq20e &
qATIH it ord & Tefi g, A=t #71 @9 Faw, 1961 F Anr-110a, &3fdr ua =y w3, 9
TLHTT T ATeE=AT FEMH. 1964 (1.) &1 19 §H, 2020 F SRw FomEenfa, o fFwr w Fa=
T g7 TRt et ua fRenf=aert & |arer afeq, & A s giaf=re srfafaaw, 1951 it am=r 30
& AT AT ISTE, AT, ST TS U HATAT & HO A/ TA=aAT Fat=e &= % o 9
SURATHAT § ST AT FIT AAGTT HiT o (10 A RAT 0l Teh AT giv|

2246 G1/2023 1)
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Ry AnTRET, fRermE st ffde-19 & gy wa wafag safrat $i Soft § squfeea wasmart g
T AU & ART Jae™ & oy fRen-fMAder
1. Rat==T &1 9= ("@erae) [, 2019, i Fat=+ s  f&qi® 16 s, 2020 F [T F
qary uteq Fat=al &1 "@=9ree (Fered) s, 2020 F AqERer § SAqOuteSd Aaerarsi 6
frferfera Srfort i1 =1 7aus (FeT) F areaw & qaar it i < T8 2

(i) =g aErEF (80 79 ¥ rfdF oy F),
(iiy  fRat= amamEsn § 2T B T e, s
(i)  FrAE-19 F "fwy ud yarfaa ==
2. AR TaaTarst g1 ST Haa= (Fr=l) T saed e g Iiar

(2.1) T FAIT FRT TAGE FIA 6 Togd [hAl W AAETT TIQTAT HI Ha(ed (Harae & &
Refr st (smet) & FT sraea® @Fewr d gu, 97 12-9 § e FAT7 9=d7 2| S
o A O 0 s 2 M G L K R 2 e M D B 2 s e L e B R B DR e e B
el o R 3 I e e B 1 L G L P

(2.2) MET=+ &1 G941 =39, 1961 & FF7 272, 3% 27- & qgd Heed TTaeTa; & AHT, AqIead
TIETAT T ST HATT ST FTA 3T AAGTT o 978 A T3 i FTTHT T F1F ATTRT T FATHIOT Ofa o
TRT STTORIT| TEAET, SART § Js AR A0f 6 SIqaterd aqararst (Tauee), eamee (feseg@h)
ot o ATAEAT FAGTATsl (TAAIST) ST Fifae-19 Aol | Faterd Aqaerd Aagrarst (TAErar) g=T
ST FATAT o ATEAH & HAGT =l GiaeT & foru Aefered st/ e Farha o g

(2.3) afz at=a F a7 Fg ff Fat=F FifEe-19 T a5g T T F AaC FwIara § 9l g, q°aw
Fifae-19 & Tz ¥ Fra/ACIRE @Y (FIEM) # § R aRomasesy i a@mg % aqam qaae
Fx § ARG &7 F 7 ST 4f fa § 981 § o 7t var [at=s =t a9 Sl #:73 % o s
FLAT g, AT ATAGT il ATEATAHAT o a1 H THATHTT gl ST 9% Fatad Ref=r sitaerry (amen), Fat=e &1
TTH HATS & FHAT| T ST (e 1% 7a9= TgaT e [Hai=e &= #§ 7daW & o [aa
Ot & uger I Mat=s ¥ =0 9199 SaE i FaEIT HO| g FTT AN & Haell 97 46T a=a
T ATHHT FIfAS-19 & ArSo ATTFE F T80=a T FiI Jut v Fait=si T = 7997 & o0 epee
(T9= 12-9) & AT TeIH e Tl § FAor-a+/Aaet @i gfafefe geu ger 9, Sad 78
FOTTAT AT 21 T sraes Afae-19 Fif aoig ¥ ToT H Iqara § Wl g AT ST & Hae Jre (FE)
(T AT HEATE) H 2l

(2.4) TT& HAUA FT fAweq A= o feaqir gofi (Thdih) Aa@ret & A § e (T9 129) &
a1y et stfgsre stfafaaw, 2016 &t T 2 % aga "<t e iy gy o s=amh
SrerFqaT THTOrGH (Rfase stersraar & 40% & FH Agl) &l I G gl AT Tl

3. e sttt g sdars-
(3.1) ST *F T I=T 1275 FT FAqm:
(F) T AT g & | AT G I T T FF@or & dqaR vdiwae, Tad it i e

&t A § SUied FaaTare & " 7 ST A A Farga Far=at #F €7 129 faaRka 3 )
ITY YTt T FHGM

(@) e FMat=t & sroa @it arafaat s & 9| ST H9m

(1) afz F Fat=s Iuaed TG § 97 TTCAAT SAIAT TFIF FAG0r ATAT FOM L ATGAAT HF qEE &
12 9= 2T fir srafy F fax 39 e F+ F e fe 3 st
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() FRat=rs =T 7qUA F1 I Ghd AT T8l I ThaT g1 IR 9 S AqqST FT ST JAar g av Sresw
X U TET 129 FT AAITAT & I F THA HOT AL ATAGIAT hl q@ & q1& I {1 St srater & <
LAY o ITH STHT QM

(3.) T ATYFI AN F 6T TFae0r § U g T 129 F f&{a<or i gug i gHwaw #7v
AT HG

(3.2) R=fer sfererrdy (smeet) 3 Aforat staia () 'waiuadt, (@) TS $i7 (1) T § uE adt
FIATEAT AARTATS il AT (AATF—1 F ATHAT FHE) T BT, e sraa" o 9797 @ Fa 1w g
AT T a9 ° 31 2

(3.3) fRat=w F forw ammfaces w0 &t sifaw ara &1 39 Fat=e f&oaw # forg fMat=s ammEst fuae
(SRTST) ¥ T ST g 3% A= O 219 O 39 ATHTael | oY AT9 SE 94T ger qael ®ls F1d q8!
oFaT SImar g1 =8 W ux, RefA v il (emen) a8 aaad i gHiea w9 & S qa9 are
e At & € | Gsiiehd g a9T IO 12— § I Hat=q qaeft fFawor gisEr Fat=s ammEdt
HIAAT el gl Hart=® AHad! & SIHqaN Tel (6a<or 910 ST a1 THT Far=eht ® Taiuas’ 3T
TATIIEST i A0 | SIqaieerd Aaarars & &9 § 7% 95 S 60 ST IfE Aqaierd qaarar wiae-
19 (TATHT=) FT =it & Hfaa gi, qT STH FaIT & (o1 IO 1279 SATHIET Fd | Tgef (L= T ATy
ST LRI/ T & JmE g7 fafded g B0 10 qe aifeery & TS 6 57 ST §
ST T o A= Fifae—19 &t asig & g TV (FT9 FLEM) TAET FEIRT @9 (F1E) | g
(3.4) Tt stferrrd (smeet) U fMat=ent & 9|t % amaq et amamEen & &iraa afa § ag g *
o wfate drEt ff #0137 uF =% qaus ST T =T §, 9 SR ag Swe ST 0 T A
T AT FHH HEAT 5 Al H

(3.5) =i srferamriy(emea) a7 A1 gt wo & v Fa=s, (e e aq9s I a2 [Ru T g, o
HAG %% I HAGH H3d g AT Tal gl

(3.6) THH SIATAT, A AIAATITCA ST TAT o AT A= AT T¥ATIAT o AT qiad grehidl &

uE gt fasgiw sl 80+ A=t it =T qr=AT FT e ST 9= e F1 19 IS4 & o7 957
129 H ATea 39 FIT AqHIRd [T [T g

4. ST Ad 95 W 959 i four=q

FUTEIT Fqararelt & o0 T qq9 w1 Y= $fT ATIT J9T g7 gn0 ST FarEd =676 1w
HATATA * T ST AU ¥ BT g1 39 waW #, Fat= =& o Aqarqret & o & /a9 & IO &
Tag T AT & fRAiw 18 fBdew, 2015 F fRenfAzer . 52/2015/vaismy/d@s 1 37 fRAi® 24 ®a<,
2016 = feermfa=er /. 52/2016/TASTAR/EE 1 FT AqATHT <

5. AJET YaTeepTRAl &1 2T, Ratast ft e 347 i} RfRqd 7aaa=i il TS -

(5.1) TH TATSHETS HARTT SATerRTAT it 7ot 291 it e it St =mfeu, e a1 ety arfee
BT 3% THH & %7 ¥ 7 U TGIHRT, ToT H TqaTT g 6 (o7 Fqard ATIwET & &9 7 [ o 1w
TETTARTLT o Y/TAC | HF 7 gl| HAGTH SATLRTIAT ol 21T 6 |1 T AT Teqeh S ST

(5.2) A<h 7T ST ATT AT TRITEERTAT i ST 6T §edT Har==-a= § 39 Tqaead aaararst it
AT X AT F M, e =1 79 S e T gl

(5.3) TAETT TRTIARTAT it S| Rai=at gy IO 129 § 379+ srae o= ¥ sfeafea auq o Fat=st &
Ferft, T 37 ST AAIS FTT HARIH Heed | e T2 it ST o

(5.4) RAT=HT FT AT TIIARTAT 6 Z1< 0l TG AT TTATHT THT 6 a1 H Tgl § af grad a1
SITOTT| Ut =T IO 129 § e 97 § foatad o0 0 Ararsd ®F, I3 SUese FTaraT T4 gl, 9%
THUHTH % 0 & S| 7 ATHAT |, STH FIT 3H/ATAT SUAA 6 ATeAT | AT &F 17|
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(5.5) T 7o I F THA Fat=e ToT H U T0 90 9¥ HiS[@ Al (WAt g, av 9 ST9 gEL a1 & GHT
& AT H AT <o g0 ST AT 2T wT| T A= ga< 3¢ & 997 A 5@ gl (4aAav g, af 396
AT § AT S AT FEATS 24T ST FUferd Jgi g

(5.6) AVITHAT T TH AV F TTH AATT & 3T UHAT (0T T F 1T I F FTARA T =1 &7 ST
I o 9Te, qAT ITHAT 9T A9 @ & 0 Refir Sfewl &7 0@ TFAT a6 q- TTiedhd Tt
(FroeT |igd) FT ITA=IE F2 T96d gl

(5.7) THTUHET, TAAET siw v Fateet fi g Fatee afgwtat F Sty St § Gafa o
ST & 39 a%8 | q1Er SITUIT o T 18 I GIiod ST & | S Faai s g41 8l

(5.8) X I ST AT HARTT SATSHRTT STh TATS ST HX F Tgel HaTae sl Tgard g rd Hel|

(5.9) Fat== &1 9 3fiT Tg=T™ F o0 Ye=qa Earest $i TEre =60 TA6 & oy aq70 U s Tkt
(IqFG-2 F =T H F9) H ofF T91 ol FATAT 32 397 [Har=ah 6 gearere/si[s &1 e foram sroam

THH AATAT, AZ F9T o forw 3 =7f=p F dre T famr 8, vdtuedt, vadiEy siw v it 3= & Fat=s
& ATH % 9THA gl 1 ([Hemd awar sroam Bfded 93 1 Mat=s it 77 S 97 3T AR "edr afgd
FTIELHISA T AT AT STOAT 3 A g e & ST

(5.10) FARTH SATEHTAT % TeAH 219 AT g ey grft & (F) F 3= My T+ sutead qagrarsi
F o0 =T 9qus ST #Y, (@) ST Tq97 6 ZIT TAGE Fed 6 o0 J9ATs AT el TRaT & are |
Rat=re 1 Fary, (1) g GETET FAT & Far=e® &7 A9 7968 § Fq&9 F7 § Al TAEd T 5, 37
e gataa Fam=s & 9q o a9t afafatest § qaem it TodEar gt @) Jour, Jfw w1 SaEs
FrEEar AT oI Aaaarett & FHT STI4T 7 o § q9F q51 & a7 TAGE FLA 6 (10 34 el aTeh
T T TZTAAT o =l AT & AT ZH AT | [at=e d=raq =99, 1961 F a9 497 F 7+
LT AN giT| AT 7 ST ey eihid IO # =9or S+ R oY Aaar STrehr UH ATl w1
Rate oo 145 § @, gaae T f agraar § usier a1 swtEar ar [t arféat v 98t o s
TqHAT | AT FT AT [T T@AT T 3T g Fad Ueh (Aai=aeh & ardT & €9 | Hd FT T g

(5.11) waa™ Aty [ar=esl F1 3I9% g7 qq@= 6l TORAT b7 396 g7 WA S aret
STTATAFRATSAT & Hael | a7 q9T Irg (AT rEd fSgal il T 9 ST F:T:

(F) HTH 135 | AU FIAT 37 I TqF TAGTT ATSRTET G SATETHTIOT FHLATT,

(@) ®TH 13%F T IS R (BIH 139), T 9T ST AT il 77 H6qT STAHT,

(T) FARTT FHTA T LD, TATT THE 6 VAT 3 ATH 6 TTHA I TAAT Tl T =& A9,
(=) R aete &1 /i 2 39 gie o § T@eT $iiY forers #i1 9% F2AT,

(=.) FAfEaT WY gu, gearetid a7 SATasHTord ®rH 13F H ¥ T =TT H7 a2 R (F1H 137) & Haw
AT 3T T Ha9= a7l a2 forwrs (BT 13%) & 912 7@,

(F) T TOTETH T 55 FLAT 3T I AR SATHTL T HIAATI

(5.12) waaT™ TR TArueHT, TAdET siv vhwier Mat=ei & e § 1 13% § & 12 =S iy
STEHTIoTT el o o7 STferspa g1 S &0 SIS Fiid O80T Taard STTeeher T9=T q2T 719 a0

qEqTH “HaeT AR off o sreaare § Su=aTrei= wfae aeq ==f<F F are § 39 At i 3a-
g F¥ T T e ot srfermiora e & forg arfered €

(5.13) ST =T& FAUT I Fle ST QAT AT g A FH 137 H rwrdr a9 w oo ey g ar gqa=
ATIFET IH THgT F40|
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(5.14) AAETT ATAFTAT FT TeaH EH FT TATTHHT, TAIIST 3 wereq Far=eht f7 T T&+ F:T 5
ATT-ATT Ivg TITH §C&AT H ST Aq-T, oI, FAH, SHUS (TGl Fel AUterd gl, qgl S 6 [T &
o), fRThl &7 9% FA & U 7 e, a9 &0 70 9= & orRra 3T 394 Frsedhisd &l
T T@e % o0 s 9aig 927 w9419 997 i o7 Af=ard €« & 9, S AEeds® q6 S,
e T ST = TiR T

(5.15) WaaW ATIRIAT HI IThr IEATAT & I [fod FRAT FaL TZH Hl AT AT
v TTEE /T /T Rt F a9 9% wEareat i AfRTRThr F gay € G s =t =
TS o o0 HAQ ATSHRIRAT % J1 U ANMSANTERL & 9 o A7 AT A0 T2 gAtsa &war
STTOATT foF ST RITHT T FrdaTar Fed THT |/ shl TAaT 97 7 2l

(5.16) TETUHHT, TS 37 v Fat=ai % qd 9% qaar Jfaariay F <20 i o7 260 The T
FATE T AT o 7g Fat=+ &= ¥ 7qae & fow a7 arie & us &9 98 @ &2 fodr s sargeor
¥ forw, ofs waem 79 1 10 e #7 99 g 97 TdrueHT, TAdiET s vdter Fatewt F ow e
HART FT FTH 3T HeH T 09 T 92T F:T o ST =Tt

(5.17) Tt Aat=at  forw g 7aae stfeer gq T e afga ST qear Suaaw 3uasy
FLTAT SATOIT| UAT TS fAat=eht & forg e warer sfeshey & 92rwel &k 36T SET A1)

6. e U T A= 3R FTSEThis arel fRrwrel it §iaaT

TATHE /T ST/ T e Aat=ai & 9q 9% Haard el & a1 & Jod® (& & ofq § 16 7qu"T
AT AT BIH 1277 & Tl S A=t & gearers/ oS & He arer Aqu=l & FleThisd qdT 7+
fareort 1 Squfeerd @ et AR At g1 ST e F44 aq ArHa dgrs fefr sfasrd g
TG AT ST qerEE et afees g S R ' ¥ @ & o 3w RefHw afawt #
HEATAT S T Jae AT STuam agrae e stfaamr swore & 957 0 /-0 it |§ed7 397 arel
fante | = RefAw sfeer & | ot 29 sram a2 g7 fhar ST =R

7. fRaT=e sERT & S Rerm-[aet F an & [a= ag g aafa=i w1 §f @[fgad =7 9 g=a
ERuS Il

[T, &, 52/2023/TaSTa/EE-]

AqQAq T,
uH. &1 Srefy, e af=a

A1
ST% HAUAT % ATETH A HAST HA 2q 90T T iuadi-, Tt X vdifi=n Ratesi &t =

G E L G 0 12 S
G E L R I 2 1 AR

w0 . IGEIRETCI IR T H&T AT ¥ 7 T ufos =T

et afard F geareax
i
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FIH-2

ST HAT= & a1 S g e e, wdfist s udtdien fRatet 6t g=t

LG L i 1 1 1 £ OO

REET AT FTAM e

wE | REEs | oo eI ¥ | qrie, R | Ratw®
™ Rratest ot & w7 | T | ey | T8/

e T S
R
HAQT ATHILT  FEATET
EGIET

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 31st March, 2023

O.N. 4(E).—In pursuance of the provisions of clause (c) of Section-60 of the Representation of the People
Act, 1951, the Election Commission hereby specifies that the Covid-19 suspect or affected person, certified by
competent authority, who applies for voting by postal ballot paper, and subject to verification of his request by the
Returning Officer concerned, would be a class of persons to give his vote by postal ballot in the ongoing Bye
Elections to the 04-Jalandhar (SC) Parliamentary Constituency of Punjab, 07-Jharsuguda Assembly
Constituency of Odisha, 395-Chhanbey (SC) & 34-Suar Assembly Constituencies of Uttar Pradesh and 23-
Sohiong (ST) Assembly Constituency of Meghalaya, tobe notified under Section 30 of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951, as per the provisions in Part-IllA of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961, as amended vide
Ministry of Law & Justice, Govt. of India, Notification SO No. 1964(E), dated 19™ June, 2020 read with the
directions and guidelines issued by the Election Commission on the subject.

Guidelines for Voting through postal ballot by Absentee Voters in the category of Senior Citizens, PwDs and
Covid-19 suspect or affected persons

1. In pursuance of the Conduct of Elections (Amendment) Rules, 2019, and the Conduct of Elections
(Amendment) Rules, 2020 read with the Election Commission’s decision dated 16™ July, 2020 following categories of
Absentee voters have been given the facility of voting through postal ballot (PB)paper:

(i) Senior citizens (above 80 years of age),
(ii) Persons with disability flagged in the database for electoral roll and
(iif) COVID 19 suspect or affected persons.

2. Process for applying PB by absentee voters.

(2.1) An Absentee Voter wishing to vote by postal ballot has to make application to the Returning Officer
(RO) of the constituency concerned, in Form-12D, giving all requisite particulars. Such application seeking
postal ballot facility should reach to the RO from date of announcement of election to five days following
the date of notification of the election concerned.

(2.2) As per the amended provisions under Rule 27E and 27-1 of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961
the issue of Postal ballot paper to the absentee voter and return of the ballot paper after voting shall be in such
manner as the Commission may direct. Accordingly, the Commission has laid down the following
procedure/guidelines for facilitating voting through postal ballot by the absentee voters of senior citizen
category (AVSC), absentee voters belonging to PWD category (AVPD) and absentee voters belonging to
COVID 19 category (AVCO)
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(2.3) If any elector at the time of election is hospitalized on account of COVID-19, in a hospital within
the State or is in Home/ Institutional Quarantine on account of COVID-19 and hence not be in a position to
cast vote personally at the polling station as per medical advice and if such elector makes request for issue of
Postal Ballot, the RO concerned, on being satisfied about the genuineness of the application, shall provide the
postal ballot to the elector. The RO shall make arrangement to deliver Postal Ballot and to get the same
collected back from the said elector before the date fixed for poll in the Constituency. This arrangement shall
be made in coordination with the Nodal Officer for COVID-19, designated by the Chief Secretary, on the
directions of the Commission. Application for postal ballot paper from such electors (Form 12D) should be
accompanied by copy of certificate/ instructions from competent health authorities which show that the
applicant is hospitalized in the State or is in quarantine within the State (Home or Institutional) on account of
COVID 19.

24 In case of absentee voters belonging to PWD category (AVPD),who opt for postal ballot,
application (Form 12D) should be accompanied by a copy of benchmark disability certificate (not less
than 40% of a specified disability)as certified by the concerned certifying authority, under Section 2 of
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016.

3. Action by RO-
(3.1) Distribution of Form 12D by BLO:
a) BLO will visit to the houses of the absentee voters in category of AVSC, AVPD and AVCO, as per

details provided by the RO, in the Polling Station area and deliver Form 12D to the concerned
electors and obtain acknowledgements from them.

b) BLO shall deposit all the Acknowledgements obtained from the electors with the RO.

c) If an elector is not available, BLO will share his/her contact details and revisit to collect it within
period of five days following the date of the notification.

d) The elector mayor may not opt for Postal Ballot. If he/she opts for Postal Ballot, then the BLO
will collect the filled-in-Form 12D from the house of the elector and deposit with the RO
forthwithwithin period of five days following the date of the notification.

e) Sector Officer shall supervise the process of distribution and collection of Form 12D by BLOs
under the overall supervision of RO.

3.2) The RO will draw a list (format as annexure-1) of all Absentee Voters in the 3 categories, i.e. (a)
‘AVSC’, (b) ‘AVPD’ and (c) AVCO, whose applications have been received in time and are in order.
3.3) On the last date for making nominations for the election, the electoral roll is frozen for that election

and no further addition or deletion can be carried out in the roll till the completion of the election. At this stage,
RO shall verify and ensure that the applicants for postal ballots are registered as elector and their electoral
particulars given in Form 12-D are correct with reference to the existing electoral roll. Form 12D of all the
electors, whose particulars with reference to the electoral roll have been found to be correct, shall be approved
for issue of postal ballot paper as Absentee Voters in the category of AVSC and AVPD. In case of Absentee
Voters belonging to the category of COVID-19 (AVCO), before approving FORM 12D, for postal ballot the
RO shall check certificate of competent authority, duly appointed by the State Government/UT administration
to the effect that the elector is under home guarantine or institutional quarantine due to COVID-19.

(3.4) The RO shall indicate entry ‘PB’ in the marked copy of the electoral roll against the names of such
electors, to show that a postal ballot paper has been issued to them, without however recording therein the sl.
no. of the ballot papers issued to them.

(3.5) The RO shall also ensure that elector who has been issued postal ballot is not allowed to vote at a
polling station.

(3.6) Further, the RO shall share list of all such PwD and 80+ electors, whose applications in Form
12D for availing Postal Ballot facility have been approved by him, with the Contesting Candidates of
recognized political parties in printed hardcopy.

4, Form and design of Postal ballot paper

The postal ballot paper for Absentee Voters shall be of the same Form and language as the postal ballot paper
for the voters on election duty. In this connection, reference is invited to the Commission’s Directions No.
52/2015/SDR/Vol.1 dated 18" September, 2015 and 52/2016/SDR/Vol.1 dated 24" February, 2016,
regarding the Form of postal ballot paper for voters on election duty.

5. Visits of Polling Officials, briefing of electors and collection of marked ballot papers:-

(5.1)  Separate teams of poll officers, comprising two officials out of which at least one should be not
below the rank/level of the official appointed as polling officer for Polling Station in the State, should be
appointed for the purpose. A micro observer should also accompany the teams of Poll officers.
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(5.2)  Number of teams of Poll Officers to be appointed would depend on the number of Absentee Voters
in the constituency to whom postal ballot papers have been issued.

(5.3)  The team of poll officers shall visit the electors at the address mentioned in their application in Form
12D for facilitating their voting by postal ballot paper.

(5.4)  The electors will be intimated, in advance, about the date and approximate time of visit of poll
officers. Such intimation may be given through SMS on the mobile phone number wherever the same has
been mentioned in the application in Form-12D. In other cases, the intimation may be given by post and /or
through the BLO.

(5.5) If the elector is not present at the given address at the first visit, the team shall pay a second visit
after leaving intimation about the time of second visit. If the elector is not present even at the second visit, no
further visit or action is required in his/her case.

(5.6) The candidates shall be informed about the schedule of visit for the delivery and collection of postal
ballots for this category. They may, if desired, depute their authorized representatives (including BLAS), with
prior intimation to the Returning Officer, to watch the process.

(5.7) The list of AVSCs, AVPDs and AVCOs shall be divided for distribution among the different teams
of Poll Officers in such manner that each team gets a list of persons in geographically compact area.

(5.8) The visiting poll officers shall ascertain the identity of the elector before issuing postal ballot paper.

(5.9 Name of elector and the document produced for identification shall also be entered in a register
(annexed as annexure-2) to be maintained for the purpose, and signature/thumb impression of the elector
obtained therein. Further, a tick mark shall be placed against the name of the elector in the list of AVSC,
AVPD and AVCO to indicate that the person has voted. The counterfoil with the serial number and part
number of elector duly filled up shall be got detached and kept in safe custody by the team.

(5.10) It shall be the responsibility of each team of pollofficers to (a) issue postal ballot to each of the
Absentee Voters assigned to it, (b) brief the elector about the procedure to be followed for voting through
postal ballot, (c) make sure that the elector votes without anyone influencing his/her choice, and ensuring the
secrecy of voting, all activities at the address of the elector concerned. However, if any elector is not able to
cast vote by himself due to blindness or physical infirmity, he/she shall be allowed to take the assistance of
any adult person for casting vote. In this matter, all the provisions of Rule 49N of Conduct of Elections
Rules,1961 will be applicable the companion has to give declaration in the Form prescribed by the
Commission and Poll officers shall keep a record of such cases in Form 14A assistance of polling agents or
candidates or prohibited parties may not be taken. The companion should keep the vote secret and he/she can
be acted as the companion of only one elector.

(5.11) While briefing the electors about the procedure of voting and formalities to be observed on their
part, the polling official shall clearly explain the following points to them:-

@ making the declaration in Form 13A and getting it attested by the poll officer himself,

(b) entering the serial number of postal ballot paper, both on Form 13A and on the smaller envelope
(Form 13B)

(© manner of marking vote, i.e by placing either cross mark or tick mark against the name of the
candidate of choice,

(d) folding and placing the marked ballot in the smaller envelope and closing the envelope,

(e Placing the declaration in Form 13A, duly filled up, signed and attested along with closed envelope

(Form 13B) containing the marked ballot paper inside the larger envelope (Form 13C),
(j)] Closing the larger envelope and handing over the same to the poll officer.

(5.12) Poll officer is authorized to attest the declaration in Form 13A in the case of AVSC, AVPD and
AVCO. While attesting the declaration, the poll officer shall write his full name and also the designation
‘poll officer’. In the case of a COVID affected person on treatment in Hospital, the Medical Officer attending
to the person also authorised to attest the declaration.

(5.13) After vote is cast on postal ballot and the envelope in Form 13C is ready, the Poll Officers will
collect the same.

(5.14) Each team of poll officers should be provided with the list of AVSC, AVPD and AVCO electors,
adequate number of postal ballot papers, envelopes, pen, ink-pad (for thumb impression wherever required),
glue stick for closing the envelopes, a sufficiently big canvas bag for keeping the envelopes of polled ballots
and the counterfoils safely and other essential stationeries that may be considered necessary.

(5.15) Police Security cover shall be provided to the poll officers for their visits. Arrangement for
videography of the proceedings at the address of AVSC/ AVPD/AVCO should also be made. For this
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purpose, a videographer should accompany the poll officers. It shall be ensured that the secrecy of vote is not
violated while carrying out the videography exercise.

(5.16) Visits by teams of poll officers to the address of AVSC, AVPD and AVCO electors should be
planned in such a way that the same is completed one day prior to the date fixed for poll in the constituency.
For instance, if Eoll is scheduled for 10™ of Month, the postal voting for AVSC, AVPD and AVCO should be
completed by 9" of that Month.

(5.17) For the poll officers deputed to AVCO electors appropriate protection equipment including PPE kit
shall be provided. This should be done in consultation with the Nodal Health Officer for AVCOs.

6. Deposit of envelopes containing marked ballot papers and counterfoils

At the end of each day of visit by poll officers to the address of AVSC/AVPD/AVCO electors, the envelopes
in Form-13C containing postal ballot paper etc. and the counterfoils of ballot papers containing the signature/thumb
impression of electors and other particulars, shall be collected by the ARO designated of postal voting by the absentee
voters. The ARO shall make arrangements to have the same delivered at the headquarters of the RO for keeping them
in safe custody. The ARO shall maintain the record indicating the number of ballots sent on each day. This should also
be shared with the RO on a daily basis.

7. Contesting candidates will be duly informed about the Election Commission’s above guidelines.

[F. No. 52/2023/SDR/Vol. 1]
By Order,
S.B. JOSHI, Principal Secy.
Annexure-1
List of AVSC, AVPD and AVCO electors entitled to vote through postal ballot

Name of Election:

Name of Constituency:

SI. No. Name of Elector Part Number SI. Number in the Part EPIC number

Signature of RO
Date:

Annexure-2
List of AVSC/AVPD/AVCO electors issued with postal ballot

Name of Election:

Name of Constituency:

SI. No. | Name of Elector | SI. No. in the list of | Document produced | Date on Signature/Thumb
AVSC/AVPD/AVCO | for identification which voted impression of
electors elector

Signature of Poll Officer

Name :
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