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Tqiar, a9 Sl Ay TRadT #Aeg
st
¢ faeett, 31 9T+, 2016

T.H1.A. 385(30)-—FT TEHT 7, 397 F Aqag ¥ F fae B Gt wr EREta w2 % o,
A (F2eAr i yaree) e, 2010, sferEET S anar [ 951(s0), a4 f’Eew, 2010 3T
EEAIEGRERUE

ST, T TERTE AT g AIAAT & T 390 F ey 3 TTaT Seor $fiw weer o forg swayfer (Seeqr &iw
garer) R, 2010 1 AfAFTT FIAT AT9TF

Y, S, ST AT FF T AATFLTT T ¢, T TaT A AHAHT; AIqeT FEMw; a7z,
FATIICE, THIA, FHATT ST IHT TG0 FFT TS TeAqTal; o [: 92T, A FA=0; goH Soarg
A e =T qge diagicn® gfg SEr AT ATTH I T ST Jarelt & FHI0 q91T i
Strae Y@T g i SMas[fH Ageaqul aa s TcH®, AT 3T qiepias Brarsardt w1 off srame g qom ¥
AT ayfEeTet aiepias Fowa &1 v 9T § o7 T aritRrfadi 9 aaerdia st sofema f&fEemr,
S ST s g9 TAvATh ST wATHE Tortaat off €, F ST T g AT A, AT FHad
ATATIEHT o T | H A, A LT il AHATHT FA, -2 Fl U ¥ AL o [aaear &
ST 9T SUeTsy Fee il TIALAT & HTeqH F STAGTY TRATT Hl FH FIA ¥ IH AqFA a4 § Tgrah

CUGERIEH

Y, STfehae gy, TUagd si WU, WEu (S i sh=ntis afg:smea &1 fAeamor, 3
A FT 2449), T &A1 et TRadd (S Aa799 37 sfqaig Tadd) & A1eqq § G g9 i
SFFHAIT o FOT AT w7 F gweey Rufa & 8 e It wTHaw et % et I9AnT & afemeeasy
e # it A7 Fafarerar i 21 &l 38+ g1y Suerey AT ST qaret 7 e gen ;
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SIe, |iUT % =8 51F & @< () § Tg Fq1F7 74T & 3 9 & T AnTe 7 T8 FdeT R
5 ag wrpfas watewr i, s ot aq, o, 7o o7 aeasia 8, 7T ®Y i IR g T qAT
IO o T SATAE 7,

S, g wateer i, 2006 § sresfy g suersy qrfifRefaehy far v Arerar & 7 8 s it
A F forw v i d wfig #9239 far o g, S saer o artifRafehy fufa =
FATT 7@ ST 7, ST ATAETCAT 376 ThiFd Tag H THIT | ¢
Fog, aqeqraat, 9 W, YaTe MR o7 areme, dauge, q3aY, el 13, 99 Ja7g T47 &Y 987, 99
A TR AT A HHT ST ST I [T T % ATHfah arat f sqm9e Ti0e aieaford ¢

3T, Feald TEAE THIGd Tae Greah W T2 STETa &= [&aHe Areer o A= w0 § 99
Fafarera areft e & oy Tfers o ariiRatast Tomer JaT qodi H G G § A1 6 TogE

AT, ST LR AT HH TSAGA TATEAT w1 d09 AwETHE FEEE AR A H A

i fRafadt ol &aret s S fEfear gt geat w e w5 s Tw 9| g E § A i
srEeTar ¢ o smastar arifRafah gomeft % = ger wifRafadh gew gfw sfiw o, |@faam= & s %

IEER Rk I CE-S- i

31, S aT et ATeedt oY Saell & Sevr SiT Hemd Yae & TS ST e AT srfaaaedr Hiy
AT Tl 3T ST A9 FIAET g7 9l €,

AT, o9, Haey [aat w1 e ey, ™9 #5360 99, TE (§3E0) AT, 1986
(1986 T 29) FT gTT 3 FiT ITITT (1) 3T ITLUTT (2) F = (v) AT ITLTT (3) F AT qrSq IT 25 FET
& SITRAT T TN Fd g0 T A= (&0 o yaree) 7w, 2010 Fr Afeehia F2d gu ST 7 F1
TEITE FEAT &, STAETLTLT 3l SR & o7, e IHE TqTed g il §A1EET 8, TRId ohar Smar g
Y qg TAAT <F ST g fF FE7 9w gy saq ey [t e, 39 arde &, e | oo |

TATTRIAT T ATELAAT 0T TTAAT STAAT 7 ITASH FIT AT A &, IS [ae =0l AAG Hit FATT 6 T9AT]
IEESERIES I

I%d ITET AT F Fa | FS AT AT AT a7 % Toga s A4, 30 Thr AfHfase qafy
Hae F=d, TG0, a9 3T Tqarg TRaad A, ST 630 a4, ST a6, 95 fdoet-110 003 &
IqT TAFTF &7 T -0 b.sikka@gov.in, ram.jindal@nic.in & c.singh@nic.in T AT T |

TR STATT 37T FATAT U2, ST I T AFg=e7 % ey 7 et =t = g ¥ gux Afafdse sety
F SFETT I UTed g, Fald Gt e A= & Srosm |

&y R
1. iR T SR WRH-~(1) =7 A= 7 wfera A sy (sweror s yae) A, 2016 8 1
(2) T TSI | TERTLTH a0l AT &l 9T g |
2. qfRATST=~(1) = A= &, STa aF Fa9 o 177 s fera 7 2r,--
(F) “rATRE & wateeor (Feem) St 1986 (1986 FT 29) AT 2;
(@) “arfeEmeer | e 5 # s arider afvmm &
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() ‘T FHO T VHT @A RATRATT AT FHRAT ST €, ST AT ET aataeti T g G
T Fore-T9r =T 97 9 F AaHIEl A UET FA 3T 3% AAT & TASAT F A S & A Iad
TR | IT qATST ST ATer &3t § Fha Sirar €,

() TSI T F a7 S (FE) AT, 1972 (1972 FT 35) F¥ ey 35 A7 9T 38 F
eI TP I % €9 § UG AT 1T 66 0 ST (3) % AT TF T IATH % €9 § =0q
TR T e ST AT g At g

(F) “arfegf=a” & TT G AT § AL B AT § FET TR G AT H TR
srfere=T St &
(F) “THAL ATHFRT” H 1971 H ST & THEAL | gEATEATT AR Ha el Araq T AT &
() “FTL & =7 AT T SUTEg AT Gt g;
(ST) “IAEhT” | I Y AEATE, THATAE AT TIEh e G357 ATHIT &;
() “SER & T AT T F FAISS T AT AT I ATl T o T [Ha9T § S e 918w
3T T STTad A1 HATHT FA H T&TT GIHEHT ST 67 21T § AT TSLFT TR0l ST 37 Ao H
q AT & AT TAGA o &1, Fogelf, T a7 e, UH T % 97, ST 587 gl AT TATGHTT T,
T AT FAAUFT ¢, TTHfasw A1 FOEW, wrt a1 sy o 9w 8, =99 aqs oo gtetaa g,
TSTHehT RIS ATeT % 99T T Hied & T8 el gl § oY S8E siaid THT SAqaMT ¥ TET T el
ST AT, TET HIY 4T & T AT A= § T et & 781 &,
() “TeASE AT F TAT & ATHT &, o a=siia (F2ew) srteaf=ae, 1972 (1972 #71 35)
& ITLATT 4 F ST 6 AT TSt AT 6 T | =TT 547 747 8 37T 3800 s uar & oft
g, o s srterfeem iy amer 66 &t ITUTT (4) F S reAev T F ' H awAT AT |
(2) 3 Tt er=aT 37 URl F, AT 39 At # 97w § o afvarfua qgt g, e srfafeae | T g,
FEr T T ST 39 39 AfFAaa & € |
3. Rt &1 A fA— o Ao smesgfeEt i am 6 -
(1) o § oAy aaee afvwmma & adim saergia g fi amg F =7 § ganiied
g |
(2) wETET T AL IR AT AT HAT, ST ITAT SATAFTAT | srafera € |
(3) T= TroTEr WrTEA1 it FArRrfer & sweare uw, Iy srfarnTiar # srateerd swagfat & oo dh
LR G AT ATZIHAT |
4, raafRAt 7 et o fAdaa—(1) s 1 H2er i gey, It ariifRertaeht srEEar wi
FTT T o forw, ‘et ST % frgia F e T s |

feroqur 1 smEtEET T e ST S iR e A 9T @ €, S "erd e F gad §
T feertaehT STOTTeT gitaanror & foraTeaaeT & JTeas § e T T g |
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feoqur 2 ¢ iR fRurfaet Tt aifRatadr someft suesnt, hraelt shw farslt w1 9 8, S ey i
fargroar g i s iRy soreft Sarst wr a=me F o s S= fEfeear v a9 @ w
forT strareeh TS T ITFY FIAT B |

feoqur 3 ;o RartaehT SoTTert gitesror s, ST ST U STt SETedi & THiha Jae & o U Wi |,
STT |TEOT &1 & S0 SIY HeTH STANT T Ha€ HLdl g |

(2) = =T % erefie srferg=r sregfaat #, Mefted Brareserar w1 afaver g, d9iq -
(i) SEIFHAT T T2 ST THT G, S AR Tl €, 6 ST 6 o7 FURaad,
(ii) STESIH F ATHAF T & AAATE AT IATE | Al Tade AT aATeT,

(iii) =TS TAT FRaTEReTT, SEET sE % arietaet Faed 9T Tidad q9TaTd grar g AT g i
qAATIATE

TR AIATIRT HTHAT |, IULFT H A0S TR hald TEHTE F I3 SAqHIE o o ST Fe6 |

5. TT LT AT G ASTAAT GIRT ATSHTH TTFAHI HT TST—(1) THT T T2, T o7 &4
A arfereReor 1 e w0, e qEnra o safaterat & sehie swastr weeror, AR s yae et
FTAFATT T10 0T, T Aefertaa 7 e a@ e -

(i) =T AT ST AT F GATILOT 3T a7 AT i1 A 534,
(ii) TT=T T qE=T A=,

(iii) = T T ATEETEE A,

(iv) erg<t ToamTer e IT T ATeHTes ai;

(v) TTHT AT T ST ATy a9,

(vi) ST FETHA e AT T AT qre;

(vii) FeErehY T AT T ATEETYE A

(viii) TS 3= AT fReg=ror faremeT =61 e vt

(ix) T st T AT g,

(x) TSt TAaTT S orer et s, TRTeHT 3i HeTst o WIeaTe ai=,

(xi) STEH TR, ST [T, Aeeaehl ST ATATTSh-3ATToF &7 § & T F7 UF [,
(xii) TEET-TT=E F T H T [&Eq0T T ATLATE A0 |

(2) FET T, THHT &9 TSTET & AT TEATAT 6 AT T T TASTET H Al AR T 6 HLE0 3T
TereT o TATSI o [oTT §5 TG o [o7T G H AT T M5 R, ST e teriad & Hame s -

(i) = TASTE KT TATHF AT HF A=a AT TATAL00 ST a7 TR 7 AIEAmeF: 441,
(if) & ForamT T ATRETEE qiu,

(i) eTE<Y TRt farsITT 7 TeaTe i,

(iv) ITET TR ForITT 7 WTeETe i,
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(v) STt wrETe e T 7 wreares ate;

(Vi) FeETERT T AT T 9TATes qia,

(vii) =TS 3fiT aTg RE=ror ST &1 areargs 9=,

(viii) TR T T ST aia,

(ix) TS Ter AT 3T 377 qEATT [, TRISAT 37T HeTel o WILATes qia,

(x) smagfa arfifRafaeft, ster s, aeereht siw arartor-ateis o § § v 1 s fFewe,
(xi) FET-a=a o T § T ST 7 AT a9t |

(3) ag HET ATAT AEHMH F Tae F WA & [0 HSaq Tsq G AT §9 qsq&T JqTEH, AMS
sratera 21, uh fafafese smafs arfesrer #7 7o #7 Tt |

(4) 37 7w (1) & sutaw (3) @ fAfdse wos sasq® sresr, TRt st fater ar fifaat % sref=
T2d gu, et et &1 s s fAeaferied Feat 1 aree e

() TS FLHTT AT A TSTET 67 THT SETHAT 0T AT AT FLAT;

(@) et & Sueet % el ARt ft S At smefaEt & agEe FAT ST I O
SRISEEGIR

(1) SEgfA AT AT FT AETHRA FAT Y TIET AT ST J-AATHAT FT ITANT Fd gO
STARIT I % AT AT HIAT,

(%) Tt SITeehTe 37 &TROTTTART T S@T JATE AT,

(F) TATHT AEH F TFeT ST AT AFATHA AT,

() = At F srefie AfAaiea B S 2q e srfaef=a #,

(@) s F o aifeafad =wr i afvafug #3377 smegf® % 09 ST &, oS
TRl T&T % &Y 8, TATE FLT;

(ST) TI & SATTH ITANT Al GAAT FA & (o0 SEIHT B S qTer A & s
T FErewtea AT, e & o srae =< T faffasw & GfF siw vate A wwm,

(=) Jou Afe=a e F o wehisa vee Jeer T wr o GEme e mE
TTSTAT TAT FTAFAT o AT TG TISIAT o6 HIATeAAT o STTTEL o [T T 1 TgATT HLAT;

(=1) FETa srfarfRemt, et s ARt % Jaae oiT yey FTEASET & ST w gEiead
FIAT TAT ATTUSH ST T AT T o6 ATEAH | UHT AT G 6l AT 6 Heel § qh
T T AT,

(=) T T ofie srer Setera ATSeheoTt & |Teqw F Thishd o FISTHTS & Haeaas
T FEAT,

() S F HEEA 37 Fer wey % g f4=-fa= wrateeaae styeon v sraeas Feer s
AT,

(3) ARAH & FAT T FAT F Hae H TUUgTRAT T TITNT THIAT H STRIEHAT 9@ % oy
ST FHEAT |
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6. smevfaat f ftrEaT ¥ g afvar—(1) "&tea w7 avawr 31 99 e, afegEEr F oo
TEATH il TS TAT G H o,

(F) SMEATH FT AEATHI o TTT Tl AT FT AT oId U Taeqa AR =107 il AT TATT
FAT;
() AT & AT 39 TATT HT S (Al 31T ATIT TR);
(M) aTreRRafahT =T &7 fEEr;
() TA-TaemTe aAfeepl i a7 9@ i #4798 A=GH F qreafas =s T %
ALET € AT L
() smasfA % faw srqa U STenfarst i o=, Sy eriRatadt wae @ a9 w@e F o
gt & 72
(=) TaffafT o ST arer ST ST S aoeT S T F7 w9
(@) Tt 3 yada i G,
FATT ¢ TF RATE TA F430 |
(2) (F) =T wTtgEwor, RO F g™ U, AR Afegea w2 F O HqEted sy a9 &
TRrepTier w1
() Te TISTET BT AT H, T TSAAT TLATHA, e o srfagf=ra e = forg st aeame #r fRrarfer
AT |
(3) TTT LI IT (HF TSTLAT il T9T H) Fk T TLHIL, HATHT 3T TATIAT SATFAAT o6 &I, AT Fls
Y, I T e 3 e, TSt ® syt g w e |
(4) HETea =T AR TrieeRwor, 9w (1) § [fdse RAe & wia & ar, sfteeg==r i uF 9fa
FETT HHTE T, T ATHG & g o 31T |

7. s fafert &1 AR EFT--(1) TET T ST FeASta et F wierd @ & diae i s,
FeAStre (F2eror) srterfaa, 1972 (1972 &7 35) & 9= grer fafaataa grft i vt sraygfat & forw weyr
TS ST ITANT (Gl 6 AT T 3T Ui Tael 6 ANELd HGidi Hl AN FHeh TATE a0l ST |
T ATSATA % hATeada & T2 qE=d g T SasfHal T UH TFEd ST90T &, ST qT et
TIET & ATET &, TedT qg! AT ¢ |

(2) sfera ar stegf=a o= &= % dae f sy, s 3= ataffaw, 1927 (1927 =1 16), a9
(Freeron) srterf=ae, 1980 (1980 =T 69) 3T wATa<or (FLerw) syfarfa=, 1986 (1986 T 29) F I« 5T
T atT grit ofiw UHT et & o e ASA10 oaT9s ST FEidl & ey 9% JA1T A STt
AT TG AoAre & hareaw # Az gftaa gom & amegEE wT UE T STET A, ST
T eATeh! Fa&T & ATET &, FeAT qgi AT 2 |

(3) TET &1 | AT A 3T, F&T1a 19(37), AT 6 Sa<t, 2011 FRT SAHT G AHTAT S

srferg=T, 2011 % I % sqare AfFafaa gnft s U sl & forg sweryr asmTe s Aty
TRrgiat & e 9% AT it ST AT Sy ASren & B § g qRfewa grm eyt w o
TEEIERT TN 7, S T Rarfaeht T & 99T §, TeaT 7l T8 |
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LRSSl
[ 3 (i) Zfem]
AN R THER AT ¥ el o St F €7 F A § g Y 1€ iy f =t
. S T A T
1 2 3
1. AEATHST SMa s A
2. e Feg aeutaat SEET
3. AT A=W HETTZET
4. AT Rl
5. FrferT e ST
6. T i Ekk
7. & FAFAT AR BRG]
8. 2 e AEIE]
9. FHFHT (F1FT) S-HeHIT
10. Tl kSl
11. FAATEE LTS I TSTEATT
12. e T SIEREL
13. AT HIeA LIRS
14. T qLEL T
15. TTEE et [THAT AT ST TeAT AT THAATS
16. 9iT 39 e RS
17. JUTET Rl ERES
18. TS kS
19. FFENT BT
20. T e TS
21, TEIH FlET A HA
22. | qfET ST A (TRER) SH-FHIHIT
23. GILIRAR] STH-HIHIT
24, EAREURIAL ERAE
25. FFAATE-HIT AR kAl
26. | TT A ST

[T, &. $-22012/78/2003-510H (F5e7) AT 5]
Forer o, SATEE S
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 31st March, 2016

G.S.R. 385(E).—Whereas The Central Government had published the Wetlands (Conservation and
Management) Rules, 2010 vide notification number G.S.R. 951(E), dated the 4t December, 2010 to regulate various
activities within the wetlands in the country;

And whereas, the Central Government considers it necessary to supersede the Wetlands (Conservation and
Management) Rules, 2010 for effective conservation and management of the wetlands in the country;

Whereas the wetlands, vital parts of the hydrological cycle, are lifelines of society on account of their wide
ranging ecosystem goods and services such as water supply and purification; waste assimilation; buffering extreme
events as floods, droughts, storms and cyclones; groundwater recharge; erosion control; microclimate regulation; and
aesthetic enhancement of landscapes and the wetlands also support significant recreational, social and cultural
activities, and are a part of our rich cultural heritage and the ecosystems harbor a range of floral and faunal diversity,
including several rare, endangered and endemic species, and support complex food chains and the wetlands can help
mitigate and adapt to changing climate through their ability to act as carbon sinks, regulate water regimes, prevent
erosion and provide habitat to biodiversity under stress;

And whereas many wetlands are seriously threatened by reclamation and degradation through drainage and
landfill, pollution (discharge of domestic and industrial effluents, disposal of solid wastes), hydrological alterations
(water withdrawal and inflow changes) and over-exploitation of their natural resources resulting in loss of biodiversity
and disruption in goods and services provided by wetlands;

And whereas clause (g) of article 51A of the Constitution stipulates that it shall be the duty of every citizen of
India “to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife and to have
compassion for living creatures”;

And whereas the National Environment Policy, 2006 recognises the ecological services provided by wetlands
and emphasizes the need to set up a regulatory mechanism for all wetlands so as to maintain their ecological character,
and ultimately support their integrated management;

And whereas India is a signatory to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, which includes in its ambit a wide
variety of habitats, such as marshes, swamps, lakes, coastal lagoons, mangroves, peatlands, coral reefs, and numerous
man-made wetlands, such as ponds, salt pans, reservoirs, gravel pits, sewage farms, and canals;

And whereas the Central Government is desirous of mainstreaming full range of wetland biodiversity and
ecosystem service values in sectoral development planning and decision making based on integrated management
approach;

And whereas the State Governments and Union territory Administrations need to take into account wetland
ecosystem services and biodiversity values within their developmental programming, also taking into cognizance that
land and water, two major ecological constituents of wetland ecosystems are enlisted as State subjects within the
Constitution;

And whereas the conservation and sustainable management of wetland ecosystem goods and services can
provide substantial direct and indirect economic benefits to state and national economy;

Now, therefore, the following draft of certain rules, which the Central Government proposes to make in
exercise of the powers conferred by section 25, read with sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section (2) and sub-
section (3) of section (3) of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), and in supersession of the Wetlands
(Conservation and Management) Rules, 2010, is hereby published for information of the public likely to be affected
thereby; and notice is hereby given that the said draft rules will be taken into consideration by the Central Government
after expiry of a period of sixty days from the date on which copies of this notification as published in the Official
Gazette are made available to public.

Any person desirous of making any objection or suggestion with respect to the said draft rules may forward
the same, within the period so specified to the Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Indira
Paryavaran Bhavan, Jorbagh Road, New Delhi-110003, or electronically e-mail to b.sikka@ gov.in, ram.jindal @nic.in

& c.singh@nic.in.

The objection or suggestions which may be received from any person and institution in respect of the said draft
rules before the period specified above will be taken into consideration by the Central Government.



[9mT I-'vs 3(i)] RA hT SIS : STHIYRO 9

DRAFT RULES
1. Short title and commencement.—(1) These rules may be called the Wetlands (Conservation and
Management) Rules, 2016.
2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.
2. Definitions.—(1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,
(a) "Act" means the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986);
(b) "Authority" means the authority referred to in rule 5;
© “dredging” means an excavation activity or operation usually carried out atleast partly under

water, in shallow sea or fresh water areas with the purpose of gathering up bottom sediments
and disposing them off at a different location in an environmentally friendly manner;

(d) "National Park" means an area declared as National Park under section 35 or section 38, or
deemed to be declared as a National Park under sub-section (3) of section 66, of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972 (35 of 1972);

(e) “notified” means notification published in the Gazette by the State Government or Central
Government in case of Union territories;

(€3] "Ramsar Convention" means the Convention on Wetlands signed at Ramsar, Iran in 1971;
(2 “Schedule” means the Schedule annexed to these rules;

(h) “UNESCO” means the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organisation;

1) "wetland" refers to ecosystems located at the interface of land and water and wherein water

plays a dominant role in controlling plant and animal life and associated ecosystem
processes and the wetlands mean an area of marsh, peatland or water; natural or artificial,
permanent or temporary, with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or salt,
including areas of marine water, the depth of which at low tide does not exceed six meters
and includes all inland and coastal waters such as lakes, reservoirs, tanks, backwaters,
lagoons, creeks, estuaries and manmade wetlands, but does not include river channels and
paddy fields and as notified in the Schedule.

Gg) "Wildlife Sanctuary" means an area declared as a wildlife sanctuary under the provisions of
Chapter IV of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 (35 of 1972) and shall include an area
deemed to be sanctuary under sub-section (4) of section 66, of the said Act.

2) The word and expressions used in these rules and not defined, but defined in the Act, shall have the
meanings assigned to them in the Act.

3. Applicability of rules.—These rules shall apply to the following wetlands:-
1) Wetlands categorised as ‘wetlands of international importance’ under the Ramsar Convention as
specified in the Schedule.
2 Wetlands notified by the concerned State Governments which are located in their jurisdiction.
3) Wetlands notified by the Central Government based on recommendation of the Union territory
Administrations for wetlands located in their jurisdiction.
4. Restrictions of activities in wetlands.—(1) The wetlands shall be conserved and managed in accordance

with principle of ‘wise use’ for maintaining their ecological integrity.

Note 1: ‘Wise use of wetlands’ is the maintenance of their ecological character, achieved through
implementation of ecosystem approaches, within the context of sustainable development.

Note 2: ‘Ecological character’ is the combination of ecosystem components, processes and services that
characterize a wetland, and provide the necessary conditions for delivering ecosystem services
and maintenance of biodiversity.

Note 3: ‘Ecosystem approach’ is the strategy for integrated management of land, water and living resources
that promotes conservation and sustainable use in an equitable way.

(2) The following activities shall be prohibited in wetlands notified under these rules, namely:-

(i) reclamation of wetlands, and conversion for non-wetland uses;

(ii) any diversion or impediment to natural water inflows and outflows of the wetland;

(iii) any activity having or likely to have an adverse impact on ecological character of the wetland:
Provided that exceptional cases, any change to the above may be taken up with prior approval of the
Central Government.

5. Constitution of Wetland Authority by the State Governments or Union territories.-
) All State Governments shall set up a State Level Wetland Authority entrusted with affairs related to
wetland conservation, regulation and management under the relevant State bye-laws consisting of the
following members:-
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(@)

3
“

(i) Chief Minister or the Minister In-charge of the Department of Environment and Forests of the
State Government;

(i)  The Chief Secretary of the State;

(iii) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Forests;

(iv) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Urban Development;

(v) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Rural Development;

(vi) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Water Resources;

(vii) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Fisheries;

(viii) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Irrigation and Flood Control;

(ix) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Tourism;

(x) The Secretaries in-charge of the Departments of Revenue and other relevant departments,

organisations and institutions;

(xi) One expert each in the fields of wetland ecology, hydrology, fisheries and socio-economics;

(xii) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Environment as Member Secretary of the

Authority.

Based on proposals received from any Union territory, the Central Government shall for the purpose

of the conservation and management of wetlands in the Union territory, constitute Wetland Authority

for the Union territory consisting of the following members:-

(i) Administrator or Chief Secretary or the Minister In-charge of the Department of Environment

and Forests of the Union territory;

(i) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Forests;

(iii) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Urban Development;

(iv) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Rural Development;

(v) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Water Resources;

(vi) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Fisheries;

(vii) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Irrigation and Flood Control;

(viii) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Tourism;

(ix) The Secretaries in-charge of the Departments of Revenue and other relevant departments,

organisations and institutions;

(x) One expert each in the fields of wetland ecology, hydrology, fisheries and socio-economics;

(xi) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Environment as Member Secretary of the

Authority.

For the purpose of managing wetlands having multiple issues, the concerned State Government or

Union territory Administration may, if required, constitute a specific Wetland Authority.

Every Wetland Authority referred in (1) to (3) shall exercise the following powers and perform the

following functions, subject to any Central law and policies:

(a)  prepare an inventory of all wetlands of the State Government or Union territory;

(b)  identify and prepare a list of wetlands to be regulated under the provisions of the rules;

(c)  undertake demarcation of the wetland boundaries and preparation of land-use maps using
remote sensing and ground truthing;

(d)  prepare an account of existing rights and tenure;

(e)  demarcate the direct zone of influence of wetland;

® notify wetlands to be regulated under these rules;

(g)  define ecological character for wetland and list out uses of the wetland which are aligned with
ecological character;

(h) develop a comprehensive list of activities to be regulated to ensure wise use of the site;
specify the threshold levels for each; and the mode and method for regulation;

(6)) develop integrated management plan for each of the notified wetlands, and identify
mechanisms for convergence of implementation of the management plan with the existing
State development plans and programmes;

Q)] ensure enforcement of the relevant Acts, rules and regulations and implementation of
management action plan, and on annual basis inform the Government on the status of such
notified wetlands through a reporting mechanism;

(k)  coordinate implementation of integrated management plans through various line departments
and other concerned agencies;

) issue necessary directions for conservation and sustainable management of wetlands to the
respective implementing agencies;

(m) undertake measures for enhancing awareness within stakeholders and local communities on
values and functions of wetlands.
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6. Process for notification of wetlands.—(1) The concerned State Government or Union territory shall prepare
a report for each of the wetland identified for notification, providing:-

(a)  Detailed geographic delineation of the wetland supported by accurate maps with coordinates;

(b) its zone of influence along with a map (accurate and to scale);

(c)  ecological character description;

(d)  account of pre-existing rights and privileges, and whether or not consistent or not consistent
with the ecological character of the wetland;

(e) list of uses permitted within the wetland which are aligned with maintenance of ecological
character;

) list of activities to be regulated, and their corresponding threshold level, and;

(2)  modalities for enforcement of regulation.

2) (a) Based on the report, the State Authority shall make recommendation to the State Government
concerned for notifying the wetlands.
(b) In case of Union territory, the Union territory Administration shall make recommendations to
the Central Government for notifying the wetlands.
3) The State Government or Central Government (in the case of Union territory) shall, after
considering the objections, if any, from the concerned and affected persons, notify the wetlands in
the Official Gazette.

“4) The concerned State Wetland Authority shall forward a copy of the notification along with a copy
of report referred to in sub-rule (1) to the Central Government for its record.
7. Applicability of other laws.-
(€))] Wetlands within the protected areas of the National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries shall be

regulated by the provisions of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 (35 of 1972) and the management
plans for such wetlands will be prepared on wise use principles and applying guidelines for
integrated management. Implementation of management plans shall ensure that traditional uses of
wetlands, which are harmonized with its ecological character are not curtailed.

2) Wetlands within the protected or notified forest areas shall be regulated by the provisions of the
Indian Forest Act, 1927 (16 of 1972); the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 (69 of 1980); and the
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986) and the management plans for such wetlands shall
be prepared on wise use principles and the implementation of management plans shall ensure that
traditional uses of wetlands, which are harmonized with its ecological character are not curtailed.

3) Wetlands in coastal areas shall be regulated as per the provisions of the Coastal Regulation Zone
Notification, 2011 issued vide S.0. No. 19(E) dated 6™ January, 2011 and the management plans
for such wetlands shall be prepared on wise use principles and the implementation of management
plans shall ensure that traditional uses of wetlands, which are harmonized with its ecological
character are not curtailed.

THE SCHEDULE
[See-rule 3(i)]

List of wetlands in India identified as Ramsar sites under Ramsar Convention on Wetlands

S. No. Name of Wetland State

)] (@) 3

1 Ashtamudi Wetland Kerala

2 Bhitarkanika Mangroves Orissa

3 Bhoj Wetland Madhya Pradesh
4 Chandratal Himachal Pradesh
5 Chilika Lake Orissa

6 Deepor Beel Assam
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7 East Calcutta Wetlands West Bengal

8 Harike Lake Punjab

9 Hokarsar (Hokera) Jammu and Kashmir

10 Kanjli Punjab

11 Keoladeo National Park Rajasthan

12 Kolleru Lake Andhra Pradesh

13 Loktak Lake Manipur

14 Nal Sarovar Gujarat

15 Point Calimere Wildlife and Bird Tamil Nadu
Sanctuary

16 Pong Dam Lake Himachal Pradesh

17 Renuka Himachal Pradesh

18 Ropar Punjab

19 Rudrasagar Tripura

20 Sambhar Lake Rajasthan

21 Sasthamkotta Lake Kerala

22 Surinsar and Mansar (complex) Jammu and Kashmir

23 Tsomoriri Jammu and Kashmir

24 Uppar Ganga Uttar Pradesh

25 Vemband-Kol Wetland Kerala

26 Waular Lake Jammu and Kashmir

[PART II—SEC. 3(i)]
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