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. 2/16/2014-31T U€ TH AM.— a9 1947 ¥ 397 o fAsror= o ofvoneasy, A §edr § q0 F qrishearT §
FOT HATIT Il | TUAT TgHT QAT SISHLAChIA T TISHT qIihedTd & Tora+ 67 om & 9%, s qaaar
areomeT T 29 F9r % fafwer ol § ool aged 95U SIS T 39 q9T TIHeda § GATTad gu o T agHed qrT
FeRTAI [Sohid HAI=T o SATHeere i Afsear & o)

2. TATaT a1 § TST T 9o HO<TF1 F0 9799 F49 F {70 99 1950 F q1a A< qThed= F S UF qH4=A 19 97
FEATAT U A TALHATT, A ThT o [Hhiq grg? AT=ad, 1955 FT SqLur A9 U sArerf=aw st=ataa fHam
TH AHATT % AT ITTHEATT % a1 § [AeATiOd SFREAT % ATRL 6 AT TAT AT g0gel Hf aavas/faawaw, 1961
H T avg Thel | TRt | AT ATAT AT AT 3T I3 AT &7 are, 7% faoat i geierg safs et § war 1w am =9
TG AECEN T FTHT ATHIT 396 ol SATTHAT HT AT98 F2 37 797 § Fofeq oredt 7 g agyeg a=qu 1 7% g s
T T ZTAT TRAT AT 8 ST T EF S AR TEATAS AAAT AT HATISTASF THIT @ UTT | HFeH 0T & vt
& =T T " {2 q9rhi | o oft A2 F 979 IS, gS 2

3. Y, 1965 H TehTe T [HATH HATAT o AT gee ATEaae & siauia fSrer =amandter fReat % qaer I8 ardar
FIA U UH e Teqq (a1 A7 fo =mamers g e oY geiera g2igl 1 araq forar siru srerar fasew & 97 92,
T AT T T@ATA o forw FAH T % 41 9% ua 747 eeet A A sru e |t =maes 1 e, 1971
H 7g saer aTe AT 6 = Areer ®§ 99T oF e # &1 wis f6g Aal aqar g1 g /9 A 14T F 6 o e
<fT &RT FET o1 2T €, T, AeqdRTedl T8 STEd G & TTE IS GHIAT & €9 § STHT HIAT TT1 FTATAT F T 9
oo TRt & e a9 T F O oqeie § F $° 9% LT T FwEIdT R R0 S A HERTL  ITE AT an
STUI ST F A0 g A1 Ieor@ (6T 6 2m@ar 7 5 70 i o geferd 9 i 3@ e ®id & o 997 o=t
[EREkTTEEKIERRIE D R R

4. ATATAT o TH AR * T9=ATq, Famr 7 &fer w3 & 77 7 &fer 3 7 78 gore & & a9heEs =
* R # et a9 T U qreEr & A 3 & O grasEE g Sy A AU eqE aRemEea s, {Aeanr
1979 3T 1991 | T ATAST(AH FAATT THIIAT HT| IF FTaST("AF AT 6 TFAL | IToq THT SATAAT T FAT A=A
FT TS T TET ITARTIN 6 TATT § File T ATHT ATIH TG 63T ST THT|
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5. fafer samera & wemrq e wamam 7 off TS itas wiaia & o sy forar S fae € o qeesa, 1990
# g A= T o B # ol o & 9ger e & g F O 92 39 aiwE | T a9 aeqEt S U SRt g i
e #ir sru A, 77 v 99 fFafia g v 59 v e S Ried 8 ow vg &t o off 98 giva w2 % oo ame
Ao 6 3% 91 ft Fw AT ST AT g T Srgid #ATd ° Ivg AT9d o & aqag R T e sie R 9%
FATH ea |9 (Frfeer art=Er 1132/90) § fToett I=9 =T 7 9u+ &A1+ 8 eFea, 1991 & f7via % qga 9 €9
&1 7z e fear & ag == duftat &1 a9 §uf F 9§ F o Fi0% oF Fs 9 39 IEER 981 g1 oFAd: JATAT F
TATTH TT S1 & ] T UF GAT-GAT [FRTAT 3T Iv2 AT AT A7 % I {7 T A7 ofeqq:, FAT U FHihd
Ty g7 F3T A Ay Rafa & =m

6. TH TLAT, HATAT, AT &7 1S | ATRIAT AT TATAIT FIAATATF HISTECE I ATHA Fd g0 UF qIATT

BT FLH ATFET HT UF FHChRT GG GHT G4 A T o1 "ot d=me w f afwar s=add, 2015 § ¢ g e
oI

7. T8 Tee g T SIgt AT S9ell IEER I U o I 396 Al 6 AqETE T a9 F7 7 T O a9 g
A &7 o F aTe AT w2 9l F 92 g1 HAT T gy 1979 i TE veArq 1991 # A Sy A F Az, Fe
JY AT AW Tl AT g1 FATU, AT = feafd &, T a7 I A9 a7 T 7 g I1a7 WIHAl & da¢ § AT Fe
ame «faq g ST ager et o T o IET qe ofw e =mavefter, faeett % i & serres #, saaht faoga
HATAAT Tl g [ =7 qiFl § TG G H Fls 0¥ AL g AT T TR, THT qHE q47 Aed gl =T adt aur 9
T2 7T SATET F WTEAH H Heg G IFT A€qAl F daY § Uk TAAFET gEel 6 &9 H FTF Hdl @l gl

8. ST IFT FIRT UF TATAHRTLT ZET o & H FH1T T T@l T T 6 I8, AT od §F § do a7 q4 8
e ForeT =af<h g7 39 dae | FIs a9 14T T8l (hAT 31 3T §, SH0 I8 I=a 7 =araesra gdiq grar g & 3o
T FT TS HA & AT HGidl & JqaTe, a7 ded g9 & &7 § =2y =531 S

9. At 3Fd G 6 (o1 T q7 A5 AT TEqT (AT TAT g AT T g AFAHd HIHA & dael § Hhls HAT (a7
a8, TATT, Id GYhIE oF a9l FTT Sad |9l &l ‘IET Agd a9l 6 &7 § Jud HLdl g i TJg A7 =Aiua
Tt g o S "t &1 wartiea a6t smert v gASEt o s A v § AfEa g smom

10. 77 T S "af~r & "@atea a4t sfgwrd i o ana avar § [ B §r wr g0 zwfon, w9 9w ag
T FIFET H HIS[@ ATHI 1 92T 39 TLH 8 F3 & [0 T g S6T A 98 I~a aq7=1|

1. TH T TTIEHIT 6 AqHIET | ST 6T 7T
F. %, ITSH, GYFT a9

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
(FREEDOM FIGHTERS AND REHABILITATION DIVISION)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi the 20th February, 2015

No. 2/16/2014-R&S0O.—In the aftermath of partition of the country in 1947, a large number of people had
migrated from the then West Pakistan leaving behind their valuables in their respective banks in Pakistan. Similarly,
many Muslim evacuees, had migrated to Pakistan at that time leaving behind their valuables in various banks in this
country. These were under the custody of the then Custodian of Evacuee Property.

2. In order to return these moveable properties lying in the respective banks, an Agreement was signed between
India and Pakistan in 1950. Thereafter, the Government of India enacted an Act called the Transfer of Evacuee Deposits
Act, 1955. Under the said Agreement, the contents of lockers and safe deposits of displaced persons with the banks in
West Pakistan were brought from Pakistan to India in sealed packets in November/December, 1961 and were kept in safe
custody of the RBI, New Delhi. A major portion of these valuables have been restored to their original owners but there
were still some valuables which have either not been claimed or where the claimants were unable to furnish documentary
and other satisfactory proofs. This, together with the jewellery of Muslim Evacuees, have been lying with the RBI since
the past many decades.

3. In 1965, the then Ministry of Rehabilitation filed an Application under the Indian Trusts Act before the District
Judge, Delhi praying that lockers and safe deposits be taken over by the Court or alternatively, a new Trustee in place of
the Department be appointed to take care of these jewellery. The Court of District Judge passed an order in August,
1971 that there is no point in appointing a new Trustee. Since no one is coming forward to claim the property, the
property ultimately has to be escheated to the Government of India. The Court noted that the Government will deduct
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from the sale proceeds all sorts of amounts due to it and the residue shall stand escheated to the Government. The Court
further noted that it will serve no useful purpose to appoint a new Trustee to administer the contents of the unclaimed
lockers and safe.

4. After this Order of the Court, the Department sought the views of the Ministry of Law. The Ministry of Law
advised that in the interest of natural justice, public notices be issued to invite any remaining claimants. As a result, the
Department took out two Public Notices in 1979 and in 1991. All the applications received in response to these public
notices were again examined and no lockers could be released for want of rightful claimants.

5. After the Ministry of Law, the Ministry of External Affairs was also approached for political clearance, which
was obtained. It was thought then, in 1990s, to prepare an inventory of all the contents in these boxes lying with RBI
before an informed decision could be taken. However, these efforts got distracted when the ANZ Grindlays Bank and
SBI too came forward to inform that they had some lockers/articles with them and asked the Ministry to take back these
items. In ANZ Grindlays Bank V/s UOI (CW 1132/90), the Delhi High Court vide its judgement dated 8" August, 1991
directed the Union Government to take over the property as an escheat since there are no more valid claimants. The
Ministry, therefore, first drew the inventory of the boxes of these banks and deposited them with the RBI. Finally, the
Ministry was in a position to prepare a consolidated inventory.

6. Subsequently, a consolidated inventory of the boxes was prepared by constituting a Committee comprising
officers from the Ministry, RBI and local Executive Magistrate. The process of preparing the inventory was completed
in January, 2015.

7. It is clear that whenever genuine claimants were found, they were handed over the items as per their claims.
The remaining items have been lying with the RBI since the last many decades. No valid claimant came forward in spite
of the Ministry taking out advertisements, once in 1979 and then in 1991. Therefore, as on date, there is neither a
genuine claim pending nor any dispute in regard to the claim cases, which were rejected earlier. Given the above fact
and in light of the judgement of the District Judge, Delhi, it is highly improbable that there are any more claimants for
the contents of these boxes and as such all the contents stand unclaimed. All through these years, the Central
Government has been acting as a constructive trustee of the said contents.

8. Whereas the said property is in the possession of the Reserve Bank of India since a very long time with the
Government of India as a Constructive Trustee and since there is no valid claim being preferred by any person, therefore,
it appears to be just and reasonable to declare the said property as ‘Unclaimed Property’ in terms of the General
principles of escheatment.

9. Whereas no claim has been preferred for the said property nor any legal dispute for the rejected cases is
pending, therefore, the Government of India, by this order, hereby declares the said property as ‘Unclaimed Property’
and declares that the ownership of the said property shall now be vested in the Government of India for all intents and
purposes.

10. That all the rights with respect to the said property are now being vested in the Government of India. Therefore,
the Central Government is now competent to dispose of the contents in these boxes in such manner as it deems fit.

11. This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.

K.K. PATHAK, Jt. Secy.
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